
A Parent’s Guide
LEAP Alternate Assessment,

Level 1 (LAA 1)

  How can I help my child get ready for LAA 1?
	 You	can	help	by
	 	 	 reinforcing	skills	that	are	targeted	on	your	child’s	IEP,
	 	 	 consulting	with	your	child’s	teacher	to	determine	which	
	 	 	 Extended	Standards	are	being	addressed	in	classroom		
	 	 	 instruction,	
	 	 	 reviewing	information	about	curriculum	and	instruction	
	 	 	 on	the	Access	Guide	for	Students	with	Significant		
	 	 	 Disabilities	Web	site,	found	at	http://sda.doe.louisiana.gov,	
	 	 	 and
	 	 	 reviewing	the	online	information	about	LAA	1	at	
	 	 	 http://www.louisianaschools.net/topics/laa1.html.

  For more information, contact
	 	 	 your	child’s	teacher,
	 	 	 your	school	administrator,
	 	 	 your	school	district’s	special	education	director/supervisor	
	 	 	 or	test	coordinator,	or
	 	 	 the	Louisiana	Department	of	Education’s	Help	Desk	at
	 	 	 1-877-453-2721.
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The mission of the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) is to ensure equal access to education and to promote equal 
excellence throughout the state. The LDOE is committed to providing Equal Employment Opportunities and is committed to ensur-
ing that all of its programs and facilities are accessible to all members of the public. The LDOE does not discriminate on the basis 
of age, color, disability, national origin, race, religion, sex, or genetic information. Inquiries concerning the LDOE’s compliance with 
Title IX and other civil rights laws may be directed to the Attorney, LDOE, Office of the General Counsel, P.O. Box 94064, Baton Rouge, 
LA 70804-9064; 877.453.2721 or customerservice@la.gov. Information about the federal civil rights laws that apply to the LDOE and 
other educational institutions is available on the website for the Office of Civil Rights, USDOE, at http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/.

This public document was published at a cost of $2,629. Ten thousand (10,000) copies of this document were printed in this first 
printing at a cost of $2,629. The total cost for the printing of this document, including reprints, was $2,629. This document 
was published for the Louisiana Department of Education, Office of Standards, Assessments, and Accountability, Division of  
Assessments and Accountability, PO Box 94064, Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064; by Data Recognition Corporation, 13490 Bass 
Lake Road, Maple Grove, MN 55311 to provide for the development and implementation of educational assessment procedures  
under authority of R.S. 17:24.4. This material was printed in accordance with the standards for printing by state agencies and established 
pursuant to R.S. 43:31. Printing of this material was purchased in accordance with provisions of Title 43 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes.
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  Who may participate in LAA 1?
	 A	student	is	eligible	to	participate	in	LAA	1	when	he	or	she
	 	 	 follows	an	instructional	program	that	addresses	state	
	 	 	 academic	Extended	Standards,	
	 	 	 is	enrolled	in	grades	3	through	8,	10,	or	11,	and
	 	 	 meets	the	LAA	1	participation	criteria	as	determined	annually
	 	 	 by	the	Individualized	Education	Program	(IEP)	team.

  What exit document will my child receive?
	 Participation	in	LAA	1	means	that	your	child	is	working	toward	a		
	 Certificate	of	Achievement,	rather	than	a	high	school	diploma.

  What is LAA 1?
	 LAA	1	is	an	assessment	instrument	designed	to	evaluate	the	
	 academic	progress	of	students	with	significant	cognitive		
	 disabilities.

  What is assessed on LAA 1?
	 Students	in	grades	3	through	8	and	grade	10	complete	tasks	in	
	 English	language	arts	and	mathematics.	Students	in	grades	4,	8,		
	 and	11	complete	tasks	in	science.	The	assessment	tasks	are	based		
	 on	academic	Extended	Standards	that	are	extensions	of	the	state’s		
	 content	standards.	The	Extended	Standards	address	core	academic		
	 skills	that	will	be	needed	throughout	life.	While	students	may	have		
	 functional	skills	included	in	their	IEPs,	these	skills	are	not	assessed		
	 by	LAA	1.

  If my child’s instruction occurs in the regular education
  classroom, may he or she participate in LAA 1?
	 Yes.	Placement	decisions	are	made	by	the	IEP	team.	Participation	in	
	 LAA	1	does	not affect	a	student’s	placement.

  How will I learn the results of my child’s performance?
	 A	report	of	your	child’s	performance	in	each	of	the	areas
	 assessed	is	sent	to	the	school	district.	You	will	receive	a	copy
	 from	the	school.

  Who else will know my child’s LAA 1 results?
	 Individual	student	scores	are	NOT	reported	to	the	public.	Only	the
	 following	people	have	access	to	your	child’s	LAA	1	results:
	 	 	 your	child’s	teacher(s),
	 	 	 members	of	your	child’s	IEP	team,	and
	 	 	 school/district	personnel.

		When is LAA 1 administered?
	 LAA	1	is	administered	annually	over		 	
						several	weeks,	usually	beginning		 	
	 	 					mid-February	through	the	end		
	 	 	 				of	March.	It	is	administered		
	 	 	 	 at	a	pace	that	is	appropriate	
	 	 	 	 for	each	student.

  Why do we have LAA 1?
	 LAA	1	is	used	to
	 	 	 measure	the	performance	of	a	student	who	follows	an	
	 	 	 instructional	program	that	addresses	state	academic		
	 	 	 Extended	Standards,
	 	 	 plan	an	appropriate	educational	program	for	that	
	 	 	 student,	and
	 	 	 meet	requirements	of	federal	and	state	laws.

		Who administers LAA 1?
	 LAA	1	is	administered	by
	 	 	 a	student’s	teacher	and/or
	 	 	 a	qualified	staff	member	who	is	knowledgeable	about	that
	 	 	 student’s	disability.


