
 

LOUISIANA STUDENT STANDARDS REVIEW COMMITTEE 
Tuesday, February 2, 2016 

9:00 a.m. 
 

Minutes 
 
 

The Louisiana Student Standards Review Committee met on Tuesday, February 2, 
2016, at the Lake Area New Tech Early College High School in New Orleans, 
Louisiana.  The meeting was called to order at 9:04 a.m. by Dr. Regina Sanford, Chair.  
Members present were Ms. Jawan Alexander, Ms. Dedra Bailey, Ms. Charlotte Boothe, 
Dr. Jeanne Burns, Ms. Tammy Hall, Dr. RaeNell Houston, Mr. Sheldon Jones, 
Ms. Michelle Joubert, Ms. Angelle Lailhengue, Dr. Keith Leger, Ms. Aeneid Mason, 
Ms. Arielle McConduit, Superintendent Hollis Milton, Dr. Frank Neubrander, Mr. Scott 
Richard, Ms. Debbie Rickards, Ms. Suzette Riddle, Dr. Kathy Riedlinger, Ms. Lisa 
Rougeou, Mr. Sonnie Savoie, Ms. Kim Shackelford, and Ms. Anne Smith. 
 
Ms. Zanovia Curtis, Ms. Penny Gennuso, and Mr. Steve Monaghan were absent. 
 
Also in attendance were Senator Conrad Appel, former Chair of the Senate Committee 
on Education; Senator Dan “Blade” Morrish, current Chair of the Senate Committee on 
Education; Ms. Jeanne Johnston, Senior Policy Advisor to the Governor; Ms. Nancy 
Jolly, Senior Legislative Analyst, House Committee on Education; and Ms. Cheryl 
Serrett, Analyst, Senate Committee on Education. 
 
Ms. Kathy Edmonston and Mr. Jim Garvey, members of the Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (BESE), were in attendance. 
 
Representing the LDE staff were Ms. Nancy Beben, Ms. Erin Bendily, Ms. Rebecca 
Kockler, Ms. Carolyn Sessions, and Ms. Alicja Witkowski. 
 
Representing the BESE staff were Ms. Shan Davis, Ms. Shannon Rawson, and 
Ms. Nina Ford, who recorded the minutes. 
 
Public comments were received from Ms. Kathy Edmonston, Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education; and Mr. Frank Buckley, Ms. Daphne Cross, Ms. Alesia 
Blanchard, Ms. Tricia Miller, and Ms. Jasmin Porter, concerned citizens. 
 
Dr. Sanford welcomed members of the Louisiana Student Standards Review Committee 
and other attendees to the final meeting of the Committee.  She recognized honored 
guests and thanked Mr. Darren Lewis, Principal of Lake Area New Tech Early College 
High School, for providing the venue for the meeting. 
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Dr. Sanford reviewed a PowerPoint Presentation entitled “Louisiana Student Standards 
Steering Committee Meeting – February 2, 2016” with Committee members.  The 
presentation included information regarding the meeting objective and procedures, 
directives from the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education and the Louisiana 
Legislature, the standards review timeline and process, the Subcommittees and 
membership, previously held meetings, and an overview of the new proposed K-12 
Louisiana Student Standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics. 
 
Committee members broke out into three small groups and the following Subcommittee 
Chairs provided information regarding the work of each Subcommittee and facilitated 
group discussion, rotating to each small group at 15-minute intervals: 
 

• K-2 - Ms. Anne Smith, 
• ELA - Ms. Laurie Carlton, and 
• Math - Ms. Charlotte Boothe. 

 
The Committee regrouped and reviewed information contained in a document entitled 
“Louisiana Student Standards Review and Development Summary.”  Each 
Subcommittee Chair provided an overview of the work of their Subcommittee.  
Discussion followed. 
 
At this point in the meeting, public comments were received and addressed. 
 
1 On motion of Ms. Smith, seconded by Dr. Leger, the Louisiana Student 

Standards Review Committee received and endorsed the K-2, 3-12 English 
Language Arts, and 3-12 Mathematics Standards, as presented by the 
Subcommittees in “Draft Louisiana Standards for English Language Arts” 
(Attachment 1) and “Draft Louisiana Standards for Mathematics” (Attachment 
2) and recommended that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
adopt these standards. 
 
A Roll Call Vote was taken. 
 
Yeas:  Ms. Alexander, Ms. Bailey, Ms. Boothe, Dr. Burns, Ms. Hall, 
Dr. Houston, Mr. Jones, Ms. Joubert, Ms. Lailhengue, Dr. Leger, Ms. Mason, 
Ms. McConduit, Dr. Neubrander, Ms. Rickards, Ms. Riddle, Dr. Riedlinger, 
Ms. Rougeou, Dr. Sanford, Mr. Savoie, Ms. Shackelford, and Ms. Smith. 
 
Nays:  None. 
 
(Motion continues on page 3) 
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Abstentions:  Superintendent Milton and Mr. Richard. 
 
Absences:  Ms. Curtis, Ms. Gennuso, and Mr. Monaghan. 
 
The motion passed. 
 

2 On motion of Mr. Richard, seconded by Mr. Savoie, the Louisiana Student 
Standards Review Committee recommended the following relative to the 
implementation of the proposed K-2, 3-12 English Language Arts, and 3-12 
Mathematics standards: 
 
• provide companion documents, to provide teachers with guidance and 

support, including timelines, implementations, crosswalks, exemplars, and 
assessment guides; 

• provide professional development according to current practice, be it 
teacher leaders or additional professional development for both content and 
instructional methodology, so all teachers have equal access to information; 

• assure technology readiness via a checklist or technology standards 
separate from the work of the Louisiana Standards Review Committee, as 
assessment will be online based upon the implementation plan; 

• develop a fourth year set of math standards; 
• assure the Superintendents’ Advisory Council be made part of the 

conversation; 
• assure State Superintendent of Education John White asks for input from 

Local Education Agencies (LEAs) to make these important decisions; 
• provide emphasis on literacy strategies across the curricula; 
• expand standards to assist with special needs students; and 
• develop a strategic communication that involves all stakeholders, inclusive 

of parents and clearly articulating the new standards and what they mean to 
the citizens of Louisiana. 

 
A Roll Call Vote was taken. 
 
Yeas:  Ms. Alexander, Ms. Bailey, Ms. Boothe, Dr. Burns, Ms. Hall, Mr. Jones, 
Ms. Joubert, Ms. Lailhengue, Dr. Leger, Ms. Mason, Ms. McConduit, 
Superintendent Milton, Dr. Neubrander, Mr. Richard, Ms. Rickards, Ms. Riddle, 
Dr. Riedlinger, Ms. Rougeou, Dr. Sanford, Mr. Savoie, Ms. Shackelford, and 
Ms. Smith. 
 
Nays:  None. 
 
(Motion continues on page 4) 
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Abstentions:  None. 
 
Absences:  Ms. Curtis, Ms. Gennuso, Dr. Houston, and Mr. Monaghan. 
 
The motion passed. 
 

With no further business to come before the Louisiana Student Standards Review 
Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 12:56 p.m. 
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