






















           

Amendment # 4 to MOU between Center for Research on Education Outcomes (CREDO) and 
LDE entered into on 5/1/2015 

                       
 

Amendment to Data Sharing Agreement 
 
 

Louisiana Department of Education 
 

AND 
 

Center for Research on Education Outcomes (CREDO) 
 
=====================================================================  

Amendment Provisions 
 
 
CHANGE AGREEMENT FROM: 
 
1.  Purpose of the Research 
 
Researcher agrees to use any data disclosed to it pursuant to this Agreement solely for the 
purposes of the research project which are described below. 
 
There are a set of broad questions regarding public school impacts on student achievement as 
well as a more specific evaluation of charter schools within the state that we will examine.  The 
broad questions about public schools that CREDO will address are: 
 

1) Do district start-up schools create superior academic environments for their students 
compared to the former school or other similar district schools?  

2) Are students in affluent areas benefitting from public school attendance? 
3) How has adoption of new legislation, made to become more competitive for Race to the 

Top funds, affected student achievement? 
 
Regarding charter schools, there are three separate strands of research that our work draws upon:  

 
1) The correlates of academic achievement and growth,  
2) The assessment of charter schools as an educational improvement policy, and  
3) The stimulation or competitive effects of charter schools on districts.  
 

An additional set of questions in this area will be addressed as part of the evaluation CREDO is 
conducting for New Schools for New Orleans (NSNO) and its project partners (including the 
Louisiana Recovery School District) as part of their Investing in Innovation (i3) grant from the 
US Department of Education.  NSNO and RSD have embarked on a bold five-year journey to 
standardize, validate and export the New Orleans Charter Restart Model.  The project has critical 
importance for education reform policy, as it is unique in its approach to addressing the problem 
of failing schools by restarting them with schools operated by successful charter operators.  The 
project holds tremendous potential for guiding school turnaround efforts across the country.  
Using a variety of relevant comparison groups, CREDO will investigate multiple facets of the 
program, including:  
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1) Do charter restarts produce significantly better results than the schools they are 

replacing? In other words, are charter restarts an effective turnaround strategy?   
2) Under the turnaround model, how does CMO expansion in New Orleans affect 

academic results both at the failing schools replaced by CMO-run schools and at the 
pre-existing CMO schools? 

3) Are charter restarts more or less successful in their first year than other new charter or 
district schools? 

4) How do the turnaround activities affect the overall educational quality available to all 
students in New Orleans? 

 
 
  
ADD OR CHANGE TO:   
 
1.  Purpose of the Research 
 
Researcher agrees to use any data disclosed to it pursuant to this Agreement solely for the 
purposes of the research project which are described below. 
 
There are a set of broad questions regarding public school impacts on student achievement as 
well as a more specific evaluation of charter schools within the state that we will examine.  The 
broad questions about public schools that CREDO will address are: 
 

1) Do district start-up schools create superior academic environments for their students 
compared to the former school or other similar district schools?  

2) Are students in affluent areas benefitting from public school attendance? 
3) How has adoption of new legislation, made to become more competitive for Race to the 

Top funds, affected student achievement? 
 
Regarding charter schools, there are three separate strands of research that our work draws upon:  

 
1) The correlates of academic achievement and growth,  
2) The assessment of charter schools as an educational improvement policy, and  
3) The stimulation or competitive effects of charter schools on districts.  
 

An additional set of questions in this area will be addressed as part of the evaluation CREDO is 
conducting for New Schools for New Orleans (NSNO) and its project partners (including the 
Louisiana Recovery School District) as part of their Investing in Innovation (i3) grant from the 
US Department of Education.  NSNO and RSD have embarked on a bold five-year journey to 
standardize, validate and export the New Orleans Charter Restart Model.  The project has critical 
importance for education reform policy, as it is unique in its approach to addressing the problem 
of failing schools by restarting them with schools operated by successful charter operators.  The 
project holds tremendous potential for guiding school turnaround efforts across the country.  
Using a variety of relevant comparison groups, CREDO will investigate multiple facets of the 
program, including:  
 

1) Do charter restarts produce significantly better results than the schools they are 
replacing? In other words, are charter restarts an effective turnaround strategy?   
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2) Under the turnaround model, how does CMO expansion in New Orleans affect
academic results both at the failing schools replaced by CMO-run schools and at the
pre-existing CMO schools?

3) Are charter restarts more or less successful in their first year than other new charter or
district schools?

4) How do the turnaround activities affect the overall educational quality available to all
students in New Orleans?

In addition, CREDO will explore accountability impacts and potential solutions related to testing 
flexibilities as a result of COVID-19. 

This amendment contains or has attached hereto all revised terms and conditions agreed upon by 
the Contracting parties.  IN WITNESS THEREOF, this amendment is signed and entered into 
on this 1st day of May, 2020. 

____________________________ 
Beth Scioneaux 
Acting Louisiana State Superintendent of 
Education 

_________________________ 
Gary Podesta, Sr. Contract Officer 
Office of Sponsored Research 
May 4, 2020
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