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Objectives

1. Participants will understand and be able to communicate

a. the changes to ELA, social studies, and mathematics assessment guides, and

b. how to use annotated student samples to improve student writing performance 
across content areas.

2. Each participant will build a teacher development plan to help teachers understand 
how to use annotated student responses to improve student written responses.
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Agenda

1. LDOE Assessment Vision
2. Assessment Guide Changes

a. Big Picture
b. ELA
c. Social Studies
d. Mathematics

3. Annotated Student Responses
a. Big Picture
b. Finding, using, and creating annotated responses

4. Creating a Teacher Development Plan
5. Next Steps
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Assessment Resources

Resources are available in the Assessment Guidance library and the Practice Test library.

LEAP 2025 Assessment Guides
LEAP 2025 Math Practice Test Guidance
LEAP 2025 Social Studies Assessment Framework
LEAP 2025 ELA and Social Studies Practice Test Answer Keys

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/practice-tests
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-2025-mathematics-practice-test-guidance.docx?sfvrsn=3
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-2025-social-studies-assessment-framework.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/practice-tests


Assessment Vision
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LDOE Assessment Vision Supports Instruction

Raising Expectations: Louisiana is raising 
expectations to ensure each and every student 
graduates from high school, on-time, with the 
knowledge and skills to succeed in college 
and/or a professional career.

Educator Support: The Department is 
committed to supporting each level of the 
system–teachers, principals, and school system 
leaders–by providing high-quality, standards 
aligned curriculum, assessments, and 
professional development to help them 
continue to raise the bar for students.
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LDOE Assessment Vision:
We believe that all students 
can achieve, and we must 
measure their progress to 

ensure they remain on track 
for the next grade level and,
ultimately for college and 

professional careers.



Assessment Guide Changes
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Test designs for social studies and ELA tests have 
changed since the assessment guides were posted in 
June. The updated guides include the following changes
● from spring 2017 test administration

• ELA grades 3-8 (posted in August)
• Social studies grades 3-8 (posted in September)

● from June 2017 posting of assessment guides for 
new LEAP 2025 high school tests
• English I and English II (posted in August)
• US History (posted in September)
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Big Picture

Changing the test designs 
provides:

● Lower reading demand

● Reduced operational 
testing

● Better cognitive balance 
across sessions
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● Sessions 1 and 2 Tasks: Literary Analysis Task (LAT), Research Simulation Task (RST), and 
Narrative Writing Task (NWT)
• LAT and RST: One item has been added to help better scaffold the writing task
• NWT: No design changes

● Session 3: Reading Literary and Informational Texts:
• Reduced number of items and/or passage sets by replacing a long/paired set with 

short set OR removing a short set
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Changes in ELA Test Design
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Changes in Social Studies Test Design

Grades 3-8 and US History Removed all embedded field test items from session 1

Grades 3-5 Reduced embedded field test items from 15 to 5

Grades 6-8 Reduced embedded field test items from 15 to 6

US History

Reduced by 1 operational item set

Moved 1 item set from session 3 to session 2

Reduced embedded field test items from 20 to 7
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Changes in US History Test Design

Session Original New Session Time

Session 1

4 item sets
5 discrete items
Embedded Field Test:
1 item set and 3 discrete items

4 item sets
5 discrete items

80 minutes

Session 2 1 task set 1 item set
1 task set 65 minutes

Session 3

4 item sets
5 discrete items
Embedded Field Test:
1 item set and 3 discrete items

2 item sets
5 discrete items
Embedded Field Test:
1 item set and 3 
discrete items

80 minutes
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Mathematics Grades 3-8, Algebra I, and Geometry

The major difference in the assessment guides from June 
2017 to August has been the addition of session times.
From spring 2017 test administration session times 
changed to account for embedded field test items in 
grades 3-8.
For Algebra I and Geometry:

Test design has not changed 
for grades 3-8, Algebra I, 
and Geometry since the 
June 2017 posting of the 
assessment guides.

Note: There is a change in 
test design for the high 
school courses from 4-level 
to 5-level that has been 
included in the assessment 
guides since the June 2017 
posting.

Session Operational Time Allowed

Session 1a/1b:
No Calculator/Calculator 25/55* minutes

Session 2: Calculator 80 minutes

Session 3: Calculator 80 minutes



Annotated Student Responses
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Annotated student responses

● Help teachers and students better understand the 
expectations for written responses

● Provide authentic student responses, beyond 
exemplars, at each score point

● Are developed by educator committees

Big Picture

As we go through this 
session, consider ways to 
help teachers understand 

how to use annotated 
student responses to 

improve student written 
responses.
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Finding ELA Annotated Responses

ELA Answer Keys provide links to annotated student responses for some writing tasks.
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Finding Social Studies Annotated Responses

Annotated student responses embedded in updated answer keys.
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Finding Math Annotated Responses

The LEAP 2025 Math Practice Test Guidance provides links to annotated student responses 
for some writing tasks.

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-2025-mathematics-practice-test-guidance.docx?sfvrsn=5
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Using Annotated Responses

● Review annotated responses to develop understanding of parameters not explicit in the 
rubric

● Discuss annotated responses with colleagues to develop understanding of expectations 
of student written responses
o Extend this discussion to include students

● Have students score the sample responses with the rubric and then compare the scores 
they assigned with the scores assigned in the samples
o Facilitate discussion around scores that sync and scores that differ
o What key characteristics stand out in high scores



Using Annotated Responses

Mr. Haley bought a total of 36 pictures. The pictures are only 
sold in packages. Each package came with 4 small pictures, 3 
medium pictures, and 2 large pictures. Mr. Haley bought 36 
pictures in all.

How many pictures were in each package? Show your work.
How many packages did he buy? Show your work.

Take 3-5 minutes to 
work this 3rd grade 

math CR item.



Student response includes the following 3 elements.
● Modeling component = 2 points

o Valid method to find the number of pictures in one 
package and gives the correct number of pictures; 9

o Valid method showing how the number of pictures in a 
package is used to find the number of packages

● Computation component = 1 point
o Correct number of packages, 4

Sample Student Response:
Number of pictures in 1 package: pictures 4 + 3 + 2 = 9 pictures
Number of packages: 36 ÷ 9 = 4 Mr. Haley bought 4 packages.

(1) Did your response 
receive a perfect 
score? Why or 
why not?

(2) Is your response 
similar to or 
different from the 
sample response? 
In what ways?

Score Your Response
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● Valid work provided to find the number of pictures in 
one package is identified with work shown by the 
student drawing a line of 4 small pictures, a line of 3 
medium pictures, and a line of two large pictures and 
adding the three lines up to find the sum (9 pictures).

● Correct work is shown to find the number of packages 
needed by drawing the number of pictures in one 
package and repeating that package until 36 pictures 
were found.

● The correct number of packages is identified (he 
bought 4 packages).

Understanding Rubric Parameters
Not Explicit in the Rubric
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● Valid work is provided to find the number of 
pictures in one package   (4 + 3 + 2 = 9).

● The correct number of packages is identified (He 
bought 4 packages).

● No work is shown to find the number of packages.

Discuss to Develop
Understanding of Expectations

(1) What specific work is 
missing from this 
response?

(2) What are some ways 
this work can be shown, 
besides what is shown in 
the rubric?
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Discuss to Develop 
Understanding of Expectations

● Valid work is shown to find the number of packages 
(36). 36 divided by 9 represents the total number of 
pictures divided by the number of pictures in one 
package. 

36 ÷ 9 = 4
● No work is shown to find the number of pictures in 

each package.
● The number of packages is not identified. Although 

the number 4 is provided, it is not identified as the 
number of packages needed.

What is the expectation for a 
complete student response?



Score Samples and Compare

Using the rubric and 
your experience with 
other annotated 
responses, take 7-10
minutes to score these 
four responses.



● Valid work is shown to find 
the number of packages.

● The correct number of 
packages is identified.

● No work is shown to find 
the number of pictures in 
one package.

● Valid work is provided to find the 
number of pictures in one package.

● No work is shown using the numbers 
of pictures in one package to find the 
number of packages.

● An incorrect number of packages (6) is 
identified.

● Valid work is provided to 
find the number of pictures 
in one package.

● Valid work is shown to find 
the number of packages.

● The correct number of 
packages is identified.

● The correct number of packages is 
identified.

● No work is shown to find the number 
of pictures in one package.

● No work is shown using the numbers 
of pictures in one package to find the 
number of packages.

Score Samples and CompareCompare the scores 
you assigned with the 
annotated scores 
shown.

(1) Where do your 
scores sync and 
where do your 
scores differ?

(2) What new 
information about 
scoring student 
responses do you 
have now that you 
didn’t have before 
the exercise?



General Steps
1. Have students respond in writing to a common CR, 

ER, or prompt.
2. Collect students’ written responses.
3. Work collaboratively to understand the rubric.
4. Score the responses collaboratively.
5. After the responses are scored, discuss the 

responses in general—strengths, weaknesses, 
different approaches to the task, etc. Determine any 
patterns that exist in the responses.

6. Finally, discuss the instructional implications: “How 
will we address the general weaknesses? How will I 
address my own students’ weaknesses, etc.?” 
Develop a plan.

To establish common 
expectations for student 
written responses
Teachers will:
● Learn to use a 

rubric and identify 
qualities of written 
responses that 
meet standards

● Reveal grade-
specific 
expectations in a 
school

● Learn about and 
discuss different 
approaches that can 
improve instruction

Teacher Scoring Activity



Creating A Teacher Development Plan



Teacher Development Plan

As a small group, pair, or individually, choose one method for 
teacher development and build a plan to help teachers 
understand and use annotated student responses to improve 
student written responses.
• Build a PLC outline based on the scoring activity
• Build a schedule and agenda for large-scale professional 

development session, include outline for practical 
application within the session and actionable next steps

Be prepared to share out.

Consider the following 
topics in your plan

(1) What actions do 
you want teachers 
to take after the 
development?

(2) How will success 
of the professional 
development or 
PLC be measured?
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Resources

Resources are available in the Assessment Guidance library and the Practice Test library.

LEAP 2025 Assessment Guides
LEAP 2025 Math Practice Test Guidance
LEAP 2025 Social Studies Assessment Framework
LEAP 2025 ELA and Social Studies Practice Test Answer Keys

Resources for creating professional development:
Implementing Effective Professional Learning Communities - SEDL
Effective Professional Development in an Era of High Stakes Accountability -CPE

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/practice-tests
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-2025-mathematics-practice-test-guidance.docx?sfvrsn=3
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-2025-social-studies-assessment-framework.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/practice-tests
http://www.sedl.org/insights/2-3/implementing_effective_professional_learning_communities.pdf
http://www.centerforpubliceducation.org/Main-Menu/Staffingstudents/Teaching-the-Teachers-Effective-Professional-Development-in-an-Era-of-High-Stakes-Accountability/Teaching-the-Teachers-Full-Report.pdf
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Resources for Writing Instruction

Writing Guide - explains the guidebook approach to writing instruction.

Supports Flow Chart - includes information, guidance, and supports to use with individual 
or a small group of students during regular classroom instruction or for more intensive 
intervention outside of regular classroom instruction.

Grammar Guide - shows what students’ written language should look like at each grade 
level.

Instructional Strategies section of the K-12 ELA Planning Resources library includes a variety 
of resources, such as Mentor Sentences and Organizational Frames.

https://learnzillion.com/resources/134192
https://learnzillion.com/resources/134191
https://learnzillion.com/resources/81043
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-ela-year-long-planning


Next Steps
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Next Steps

● Access the assessment resources shared in this session.
● Use the draft teacher development plan you’ve built to help teachers use annotated 

student responses.
● Email assessment@la.gov if you have additional questions.
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