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Objectives

• Get acquainted with the “wrap around document”

• Gain a deeper understanding of LA Connectors for Els

• Learn about aligned assessment 

• Learn about upcoming trainings and resources being developed        



Agenda

• Scavenger Hunt Activity

• Wonderstruck Lesson task analysis

• Preview aligned LEAP ELP Connect 

• Resources Timeline

• Next Steps



Parallel Increase in Expectations for English Learners

4

• Increasing the expectations for the academic content that students must 
master in school requires a parallel increase in expectations for English 
language Learners. 

• The Louisiana Connectors for English Learners describe these higher 
expectations by integrating language development with appropriate academic 
content practices by grade.

• The standards describe how language is used to meet the rigorous content 
demands in each grade and how students progress, by grade and grade band, 
toward English language proficiency.

• As ELs learn the academic uses of the English language, they acquire the 
content knowledge necessary to be on track for college and career readiness.



National Shift: Deepening Connections Between 
Language and Content
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K-12 Louisiana Connectors for English Learners
Overview of “wrap around document”

1.  At each table you will find an envelope with question or fill in the blank

statements

2.  Find the answers on the “wrap around document” and cite page #

find document:   LA Connectors for Els

3.  Share and discuss answers with group
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http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-standards/elp-expectations.pdf?sfvrsn=2


What Did We Learn:  Important Guiding Principles
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Guiding Principles:  

 Els have the the same potential as native speakers to engage in 
cognitively complex task

 Els bring to their learning experience valuable “funds of 
knowledge”

 ELs at all levels of ELP should be provided with scaffolding



What Did We Learn: Organization of Connectors
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1 construct meaning from oral presentations and literary and 
informational text through grade-appropriate listening,
reading, and viewing

2 participate in grade-appropriate oral and written exchanges
of information, 2 ideas, and analyses, responding to peer,
audience, or reader comments and questions

3 speak and write about grade-appropriate complex literary and 
informational texts and topics

4 construct grade-appropriate oral and written claims and
support them with reasoning and evidence

5 Conduct research and evaluate and communicate findings to
answer questions or solve problems

6 analyze and critique the arguments of others orally and in writing

7 adapt language choices to purpose, task, and audience when
speaking and writing

8 determine the meaning of words and phrases in oral
presentations and literary and informational text

9 create clear and coherent grade-appropriate speech and text

10 make accurate use of standard English to communicate in 
grade- appropriate speech and writing

Connectors 1
through 7 involve
the language
necessary f or ELs to
engage in the
central content-
specific practices
associated with ELA
& Literacy,
mathematics and 
science. They begin
with a focus on
extraction of
meaning and then
progress to
engagement in these
practices.

Connectors 8
through 10 hone in
on some of the
more micro-level
linguistic features
that are
undoubtedly
important to focus
on, but only in the
service of the other
seven

View # 1:  importance to ELs’ participation in content-area practices



Relationships and
Convergences
of Content-Area
Practices

MP1.Make sense of

problems and persevere in

solving them

MP2.Reason abstractly and 
quantitatively

MP7. Look for and

make use of structure

MP6.Attend to precision

MP8. Look for and express

regularity in repeated

reasoning

SP2.Develop and use

models

MP4.Model with mathematics

SP5.Use mathematics and 
computational thinking

SP1.Ask questions

and define problems

SP3.Plan and carry out investigations

SP4.Analyze and interpret data

SP6.Construct

explanations and

design solutions
EP7*

Use 

technology

and digital media 

strategically and 

capably

MP5.Use

appropriate

tools

strategically

EP4. Build and present knowledge through research by

integrating, comparing, and synthesizing ideas from text

EP5.Build upon the ideas of others and articulate their

own clearly when working collaboratively

EP6.Use English structures to

communicate context

specific messages

SP8.

Obtain,
evaluate and 
communicate 
information.

EP2. Produce clear and
coherent writing in which

the development,

organization, and style

are appropriate to task,

purpose, and audience

EP1. Support analysis of a
range of grade- level
complex texts with
evidence

MP3 and EP3.Construct

viable and valid arguments 
from evidence and critique 
reasoning of others

SP7.Engage in

argument from

evidence

Cheuk,T. (2013). 
Relationships and 
convergences among 
the mathematics, 
science, and ELA 
practices. Refined 
version of diagram 
created by the 
Understanding 
Language Initiative for 
ELP Standards. Palo 
Alto, CA: Stanford 
University.



What Did We Learn: Organization of Connectors

View # 2:  viewed in terms of receptive, productive and interactive modalities
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Modalities Domains Corresponding ELP Connector
Receptive2 modalities: This mode refers to the learner
as a reader or listener/viewer working with ‘text’ whose
author or deliverer is not

Listening
and 

Reading

1 construct meaning from oral presentations and literary and informational
through grade- appropriate listening, reading and viewing

8 determine the meaning of words and phrases in oral presentations and
literary and informationaltext

Productive Modalities: The mode places the learner as
speaker and writer for a ‘distant’ audience, one with
whom interaction is not possible or limited. The
communication is set for a specified audience, has
purpose, and generally abides by rules of genre or style. It
is a planned or formalized speech act or written
document, and the learner has an opportunity to draft,
get feedback, and revise, before publication or broadcast.
(Phillips, 2008, p. 96)

Speaking

and 

Writing

3 speak and write about grade-appropriate complex literary and
informational texts and topics

4 construct grade-appropriate oral and written claims and support them
with reasoning and evidence

7 adapt language choices to purpose, task, and audience when speaking
and writing

Interactive modalities: Collaborative use of receptive and
productive modalities. This mode refers to the learner as
a speaker/listener [and] reader/writer. It requires two-
way interactive communication where negotiation of
meaning may be observed. The exchange will provide
evidence of awareness of the socio-cultural aspects of
communication as language proficiency develops.
(Phillips, 2008, p. 96

Listening,

Speaking,

Reading
and

Writing

2 participate in grade-appropriate oral and written exchanges of
information, 2 ideas, and analyses, responding to peer, audience, or
reader comments and questions

5 Conduct research and evaluate and communicate findings to answer
questions or solve problems

6 analyze and critique the arguments of others orally and in writing



What Did We Learn: Supporting Tools

Matrix Identifying Connectors and Content-area Practices
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Practices ELPConnectors

ELA “Practice s” (EP) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

EP1. Support analyses of a range of grade-level complex text with evidence. EP1 EP1 EP1 EP1 EP1

EP2. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization and
style are appropriate to task, purpose and audience.

EP2 EP2 EP2 EP2 EP2 EP2

EP3. Construct varied arguments from evidence and critique the reasoning of
others.

EP3 EP3 EP3

EP4. Build and present knowledge through research by integrating, comparing and
synthesizing ideas from texts.

EP1 EP1 EP1 EP1 EP1

EP5. Build upon the ideas of others and articulate his or her own when working
collaboratively.

EP2 EP2 EP2 EP2 EP2 EP2

EP6. Use English structures to communicate content- specific messages.

EP3 EP3 EP3

Mathematical Practices (MP) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
MP1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving Them. MP1 MP1 MP1 MP1 MP1 MP1 MP1

MP2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively.

MP3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others. MP3 MP3 MP3

MP4. Model with mathematics.

MP5. Use appropriate tools strategically.

MP6. Attend to precision. MP6 MP6 MP6 MP6 MP6

MP7. Look for and make use of structure.

MP8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning.

Science Practices (SP) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

SP1. Ask questions and define problems. SP1 SP1 SP1 SP1

SP2. Develop and use models.

SP3. Plan and carry out investigations. SP3

SP4. Analyze and interpret data. SP4 SP4

SP5. Use mathematics and computational thinking.

SP6. Construct explanations and design solutions. SP6 SP6 SP6 SP6 SP6

SP7. Engage in argument from evidence. SP7 SP7 SP7

SP8. Obtain, evaluate, and communicate information. SP8 SP8 SP8 SP8 SP8 SP8 SP8 SP8 SP8



What Did We Learn: Supporting Tools

Grade Level Matrices Identifying Connectors and ELA Standards
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ELP Connectors                            KINDERGARTEN Corresponding LA Student Standards for
ELA

RL RI W SL L

1 construct meaning from oral presentations and literary and informational
text through grade-appropriate listening, reading, and viewing

1,2,3,7 1,2,3,7 2

2 participate in grade-appropriate oral and written exchanges of
information, ideas, and analyses, responding to peer, audience, or
reader comments and questions

6 1

3 speak and write about grade-appropriate complex literary and
informational texts and topics

2,3 4,5

4 construct grade-appropriate oral and written claims and support them with 
reasoning and evidence

1 6

5 conduct research and evaluate and communicate findings to answer
questions or solve problems

7,8 4,5

6 analyze and critique the arguments of others orally and in writing 8 1 3

7 adapt language choices to purpose, task, and audience when speaking and 
writing

5 6 6

8 determine the meaning of words and phrases in oral presentations and
literary and informational text

4 4 2 4,5

9 create clear and coherent grade-appropriate speech and text 2,3 4,6

10 make accurate use of standard English to communicate in grade
appropriate speech and writing

1



What Did We Learn: Supporting Tools

Grade Level Matrices Identifying Connectors and ELA Literacy in Content-area Standards
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ELP Connectors                       Corresponding LA Student Standards for ELA

RH RST WHST SL L

1 construct meaning from oral presentations and literary and informational text
through grade-appropriate listening, reading, and viewing

1,2,3,7 1,2,3,7 2

2 participate in grade-appropriate oral and written exchanges of information,
ideas, and analyses, responding to peer, audience, or reader comments and 
questions

6 1

3 speak and write about grade-appropriate complex literary and informational
texts and topics

2 4

4 construct grade-appropriate oral and written claims and support them with 
reasoning and evidence

1 4 6

5 conduct research and evaluate and communicate findings to answer questions or 
solve problems

7,8,9 4

6 analyze and critique the arguments of others orally and in writing 8 8 1b 3 6

7 adapt language choices to purpose, task, and audience when speaking and writing 5 6 6

8 determine the meaning of words and phrases in oral presentations and literary 
and informational text

4 4 4,5

9 create clear and coherent grade-appropriate speech and text 1c,2c,4 4,6

10 make accurate use of standard English to communicate in grade appropriate
speech and writing

1,3

Grade 9-10 Literacy in Content Area Matrix



What Did We Learn: “mind shift”
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• All teachers must work collaboratively to support Els.

• Content area teachers need the tools to fuel the academic performance of 
English language learners, 

• while ESL/ELD teachers must have command of the language used in subject 
areas and align instructional supports so that ELs can succeed. 



Task Analysis Tool
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Activity:
Guidebook 2.0 Lesson:  Learn Zillion; 5th Grade 

Lesson 10

Text:  Wonderstruck  by Brian Selznick

Using the handouts; identify appropriate scaffolds to this lesson for a 

student whose English proficiency level is a 2

Share the types of scaffolds you thought were appropriate and why

https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/11650-lesson-10-comparing-and-contrasting-characters-in-a-literary-text


Preview of LEAP ELP Connect

• K-12 LEAP ELP Connect 1st administration:  Spring 2018

• Aligned to Louisiana Connectors for English Learners

• Built around a set of machine- and hand-scored task types. Some tasks are 
specific to individual grade levels or domains, while others apply to all grade 
bands and domains. 

• Sample Task Types by Domain
Listening Reading Speaking Writing
• Read-Aloud Story 

• Short Conversations 

• Student Discussion

• Listen for Information

• Academic Debate 

• Academic Lecture and Discussion

• Argument and Support Essay Set 

• Discrete Items 

• Informational Set 

• Extended Informational Set 

• Literary Set 

• Read for Details

• Procedural Text

• Academic Debate 

• Analyze a Visual and a Claim 

• Classroom Tableau 

• Conversation 

• Language Arts Presentation 

• Observe and Report 

• Opinion • Picture 

Description/Compare

• Complete a Word 

• Construct a Claim 

• Opinion 

• Picture Caption 

• Respond to Peer Email 

• Storyboard 



Calibration and Scoring Model
Unique: LEAP ELP Connect

• Distinctions between domains (L, R, S, W) are acknowledged in calibration
• Correlations between domains are “exploited” in scoring (“borrowing information”)

Calibration & 
Scoring Model

… … … …

L S WR



LEAP ELP Connect: Proficiency Determination

Rules Rules Profiles (examples) Proficiency Determination 

A profile of 4s and 5s meets 

assessment targets and 

indicates overall proficiency

4444 5555 4545 5454 4455 

5544 4445 4454 4544 5444 

5554 5545 5455 4555 4E44

Proficient

A profile with one or more 

domain scores above Level 2 

that does not meet the 

requirements to be 

Proficient

3333 1333 3353 3233 2242 

1234 1114 2232

Progressing

A profile of 1s and 2s 

indicates an “Emerging” level 

of proficiency.

1122 1212 1222 2222 Emerging 



Tools, Resources and Training
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Timeline Deliverable 

March
April

LA Connectors for Els, “wrap around document “
EL Coaching model webinar

June • Teacher Leader Summit- El Cohort Training
• Teacher Leader Summit- El Coaching Model Training
• Guidebook 2.0 Diverse Learners Supports: 

Series of Diverse Learners Guidance Documents
Pictionaries for specific lessons
Background knowledge videos

• LEAP ELP Connect Guide/Training
• ELP Connect Unified Screener Administration Training
• LAU Plans Guidance (?)

July Unified Screener- ELP Connect Screener

August Guidebook 2.0 Lesson Task One Pagers

Fall 2017 LEAP ELP Connect Training 
• Administration Manual
• Practice platform navigation lessons 
• Score/Reporting Interpretive Guide



LEAs Next Steps…

• Identify team who will support with implementation phase of LA Connectors

• Attend cohort training during Teacher Leader Summit

• Evaluate current ELD program-student outcomes

• Is the El Coaching model right for your schools?  Be on the look out for upcoming 
Webinar

June 6   ½ day June 7 & 8 June 9

Principals, 
Supervisors, District 
Personnel

Cohort training by 
invitation

Teachers 
(additional 
trainings)
EL Coaching Cohort


