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By the end of this session you should be able to:

• Explain the three main shifts in social studies 

instruction.

• Identify next steps in implementing the social 

studies instructional shifts using the updated social 

studies Scope and Sequence documents.

Outcomes
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• Shifts in social studies instruction

• Support for teacher planning

Agenda
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To be productive members of society, students must be critical consumers 

of information. They:

• Use sources regularly to learn content.

• Make connections among people, events, and ideas across time and 

place.

• Express informed opinions supported by evidence from sources and 

outside knowledge.

In social studies, this means students should build an understanding of 

CONTENT and then develop and express CLAIMS to demonstrate their 

understanding.

Social Studies Vision



Shifts in social studies instruction
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• Use sources regularly to learn content.

• Sources must earn a place in the classroom - selection of sources and what 

students do with the sources should be strategic and purposeful.

• Consider these sources from Grade 5:

• Turn and Talk:

• What skills will students need to analyze these sources?

Shift 1:

Unit:
The French and 

Indian War

Topic:
Impacts of the French 

and Indian War

Sources:
Treaty of Paris (1763)
Proclamation of 1763

Sugar Act of 1764

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/paris763.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/paris763.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/proc1763.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/proc1763.asp
http://ahp.gatech.edu/sugar_act_bp_1764.html
http://ahp.gatech.edu/sugar_act_bp_1764.html
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• Use sources regularly to learn 

content.

• Access the updated Grade 5 social 

studies Scope and Sequence 

document.

• Review the content and task for any 

unit topic.

• Turn and talk with your partner:

• How does the updated Scope 

and Sequence document support 

the first instructional shift?

Shift 1:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4LwzIEUT675amRmUzBZMG9ja28/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4LwzIEUT675amRmUzBZMG9ja28/view?usp=sharing
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• Make connections among people, events, and ideas across time 

and place.

• Scenario: A fourth grade teacher comes to a PLC and says:

•  I’m planning for Unit 2. The 4th Grade Scope and Sequence for Unit 2 

references GLE 4.9.3 “Define the terms profit and risk and explain how 

they relate to each other.” 

• This GLE does not fit with the topic of the unit. It addresses economics 

while the questions in Unit 2 are "What were the risks involved with 

exploration and early settlement?" and "What were the motivations for 

exploration and early settlement?" 

• Should the GLEs be from Standard 2 or perhaps Standard 3?

• Turn and talk with your partner: How would you respond to this teacher?

Shift 2:
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• Make connections among people, 

events, and ideas across time and 

place.

• Return to the  Grade 5 social studies Scope 

and Sequence document.

• Review the content, topics, and  and task for 

any unit.

• Turn and talk with your partner:

• What connections are made among 

people, events, and ideas across time and 

place in this unit? 

Shift 2:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4LwzIEUT675amRmUzBZMG9ja28/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4LwzIEUT675amRmUzBZMG9ja28/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4LwzIEUT675amRmUzBZMG9ja28/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4LwzIEUT675amRmUzBZMG9ja28/view?usp=sharing
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• Express informed opinions supported by evidence from sources 

and outside knowledge.

• As you watch the video clip, record your thoughts on a sheet of 

paper. 

• After the video, turn and talk with your partner:

• What type of teacher preparation is required for this type of 

engagement?

• Where do you see evidence of each of the shifts?

• How would engaging with sources like this better prepare 

students to demonstrate mastery of the content?

Shift 3:

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/reading-like-a-historian-taking-positions
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• Express informed opinions 

supported by evidence from 

sources and outside knowledge.

• Return to the updated Grade 5 social studies 

Scope and Sequence document.

• Review the Unit Assessments.

• Turn and talk with your partner:

• How does the updated Scope and 

Sequence support this shift?

Shift 3:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4LwzIEUT675amRmUzBZMG9ja28/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4LwzIEUT675amRmUzBZMG9ja28/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4LwzIEUT675amRmUzBZMG9ja28/view?usp=sharing


Support for teacher planning



13

How will the updated Scope and Sequence documents support 

these changes?

          

Support for teacher planning

Shifts Planning Before Updated Scope and Sequence document

Shift 1: 

Shift 2: 

Shift 3: 

● text-book 

focus

● Strategically selected sources are used in a 

purposeful way to build student knowledge  

about the content

● checklist 

approach 

of GLEs

● Cyclical, application-based approach to the 

GLEs that focuses on connections and 

differing perspectives

● fact-driven, 

discrete 

items

● Students are routinely asked to express 

informed opinions, both written and verbal, 

using evidence from sources.
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As you plan to implement the social studies instructional shifts go 

back to your chart and consider:

• What knowledge do you need to make these shifts?

• What resources do you need as you seek to gain this new 

knowledge? 

• What are your next steps in implementing the instructional shifts 

in social studies?

Closing
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Resources

Shift 1 Shift 2 Shift 3

● Why Use Primary 

Sources?

● Finding Primary 

Sources

● Primary Source 

Sets

● Teacher’s Guides 

and Analysis Tool

● Gilder Lehrman 

Educator 

Resources

● LDOE Key Themes 

Documents

● Library of Congress 

Lesson Plans

● Reading Like a 

Historian Lesson 

Plans (SHEG)

● Historical Thinking 

Project Lessons

● LDOE Sample 
Released Items

● EAGLE
● Beyond the Bubble
● Assessment 

Resource Center 
for History

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/whyuse.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/whyuse.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/whyuse.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/whyuse.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/finding.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/finding.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/finding.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/finding.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/programs-exhibitions/for-educators
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/programs-exhibitions/for-educators
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/programs-exhibitions/for-educators
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/programs-exhibitions/for-educators
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/programs-exhibitions/for-educators
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/programs-exhibitions/for-educators
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-social-studies-resources
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-social-studies-resources
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-social-studies-resources
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-social-studies-resources
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/
https://sheg.stanford.edu/rlh
https://sheg.stanford.edu/rlh
https://sheg.stanford.edu/rlh
https://sheg.stanford.edu/rlh
https://sheg.stanford.edu/rlh
https://sheg.stanford.edu/rlh
http://historicalthinking.ca/lessons
http://historicalthinking.ca/lessons
http://historicalthinking.ca/lessons
http://historicalthinking.ca/lessons
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/released-and-sample-test-items
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/released-and-sample-test-items
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/released-and-sample-test-items
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/released-and-sample-test-items
http://eagle
http://eagle
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/
http://www.umbc.edu/che/arch/samples.php
http://www.umbc.edu/che/arch/samples.php
http://www.umbc.edu/che/arch/samples.php
http://www.umbc.edu/che/arch/samples.php
http://www.umbc.edu/che/arch/samples.php
http://www.umbc.edu/che/arch/samples.php

