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Objectives

● Understand the purpose and intended use of social studies companion documents

● Practice using the companion documents to prioritize content 



3

Agenda

● Purpose setting and orientation

● Using the companion documents

● Next steps



Theory of Action



Vision for Students

5



A Strong Academic Foundation

To accomplish this, schools and school systems must ensure high-quality instruction in 

every classroom, every day.

This requires that schools have a strong and 

cohesive academic foundation including a plan 

for curriculum, assessment, and teacher 

professional development across all grade 

levels and core content areas, including for 

birth to 4 year olds.
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Social Studies Vision

To be productive members of society and critical consumers of information, students must 

● Use sources regularly to learn content.

● Make connections among people, events, and ideas across time and place.

● Express informed claims supported by evidence from sources and outside 

knowledge.
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3rd Grade GLE

3.1.4   Compare and contrast state and national historical symbols
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What Are the Social Studies Companion Documents?
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Companion Document Orientation
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Use of Verbs

Discuss 
Contextualize content within a larger framework

Describe 
Express understanding of main ideas

Explain 
Express understanding of how details/nuances/counterexamples relate to main ideas

Analyze 
Make connections among people, events, and ideas across time and place

Evaluate 
Make judgements about validity of claims, relative significance of events or ideas, etc.
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Agenda

● Purpose setting and orientation

● Next steps

● Using the companion documents
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Companion Document Uses

● Focus classroom instruction

● Guide supplementation of curriculum/ scope and sequence

Turn and talk:
 
How do the companion documents fit into your school’s current instructional model?
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General Cautions

Checklist
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General Cautions

Turn and talk: 

What is the risk of using the companion documents as a checklist? 



How to Use the Companion Documents

1. Identify a topic within an instructional task and locate all information about that topic 
in the companion document.

2. Cross check to see if all content from the companion document on that topic is 
covered in the Scope and Sequence.

3. Make notes on what to cut and what to supplement (if anything).

4. If needed, determine how to supplement. 

Practice: Grade 4, Unit 4, Topic 2, Transportation and Movement Task

Model: Grade 4, Unit 4, Topic 1, Westward Migration Task



Reflections on Alignment Practice

1. Did this process lead to a greater understanding of the priority content for 
transportation and movement?

2. How would you adapt this process to fit best in your classroom, school, or district?

3. How will you ensure social studies teachers in your school and/or district are able to 
complete this process before teaching a unit?



A Note on 8th Grade

Current Scope and Sequence Units/Topics Recommended Units/Topics

Unit 1: Geography and Resources Unit 1: Pre-colonial Louisiana through 
Exploration

Unit 2: Pre-colonial Louisiana through LA 
Purchase

Unit 2: LA Purchase through Battle of New 
Orleans

Unit 3: Statehood through Jim Crow Unit 3: Antebellum Era through 
Reconstruction

Unit 4: Populism Unit 4: Jim Crow and Populism

Unit 5: WWII and Civil Rights Unit 5: WWII and Civil Rights

Unit 6: Government and Economy Unit 6: Louisiana in the Modern Era 
(Government, Economy, Geography)

● Economics, civics, and geography standards have been spiraled into multiple units.
● Course content now follows a chronological timeline.
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Agenda

● Purpose setting and orientation 

● Using the companion documents

● Next steps



20

Closing Reflection

● What are your next steps for using the companion documents in your own practice?

● What are your next steps for ensuring the companion documents are used in your 
school/district?


