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JUMP START GRADUATION PATHWAYS: A Pathway for Every Student
This document highlights how Jump Start provides a pathway for every student. All Jump Start pathways include appropriate courses and industry-
valued credentials that students of varying interests and abilities can attain.

Jump Start will help all Louisiana students earn credentials with the greatest value in terms of securing entry-level employment. Jump Start will also help Louisiana students 
master academic content and workplace “soft skills” that enable them to continue learning (in 2- and 4- year colleges) and earning. All Jump Start graduation pathways 
have the same structure – 9 CTE course credits from an approved course progression and the requirement to earn culminating, industry-valued credentials.

Students can attain credentials for a regional pathway early in high school while continuing to pursue more advanced credentials that lead to higher-wage employment. 
Jump Start pathways provide students with multiple options for on-time graduation in case the student is unsuccessful in completing full industry certification.

Jump Start regional teams, the Department of Education, Louisiana Economic Development and the Louisiana Workforce Commission continue in their work to create a variety 
of graduation pathways, each with industry-valued credentials attainable by all Louisiana high school students on their way to on-time graduation. This includes specific 
pathways developed for and accessible to Act 833 eligible students when determined appropriate by IEP teams.

Graduation 
Pathways 

(Accountability Points)

Examples: Culminating Credentials for Jump Start Graduation Pathways by Employment Sector

Construction Crafts Hospitality/Culinary Ag Tech Information Technology General Credentials**

Advanced Statewide 
Pathways (150 points)

Electrician Level 2 
Certification NCCER

Louisiana post-
secondary institution 

Technical Diploma

Louisiana post-
secondary institution 

Technical Diploma

CompTIA Network+ 
Certification

Basic Statewide 
Pathways (110 points)

Electrician Level 1 
Certification NCCER 
(National Center for 

Construction Education  
and Research)

ProStart National 
Certificate of 

Achievement and 
ServSafe Certification

Machining Level 1 
Certification

(National Institute for 
Metalworking Skills - NIMS)

CIW Web Foundations 
Association

Regional Pathways 
(100 points)

Electrician’s Helper 
Completion of 

designated Level 1 
certification modules 

and two complementary 
credentials*

American Hotel & 
Lodging Association 

(AH&LA) Certified 
Hospitality and Tourism 

Management and 
two complementary 

credentials*

Meat Processing 
(Louisiana Meat 

Processors Association) 
and two complementary 

credentials*

AutoDesk 3Ds Max 
Certified User  

and two complementary 
credentials*

Workplace Safety 
NCCER Core and  

First Aid/CPR and OSHA 
Workplace Safety 

Certification
Workplace Safety 

certificates attainable 
during a single 3 week 
Student Summer Safety 

Session

Pathways Available 
for Act 833:  
Eligible Students with 
alternate culminating 
credentials (100 points) 
Link to Act 833

AH&LA Certified Guest 
Service Professional  

or  
AHLEI Certified 

Maintenance Employee

Junior Master Gardener 
University Cooperative 

Extension Network 
(option: plus one 

safety complementary 
credential*)

Workplace Safety
NCCER Core and/or 

First Aid/CPR and/or 
OSHA Workplace Safety 

Certification

* Complementary credentials include a variety of safety and basic computer literacy credentials transferable across career sectors.

** General Credential pathways enable students unable to earn full industry certification to graduate with industry-valued credentials.

(Bulletin 138 provides the LDE with quality control mechanisms that guard against the over-utilization of any pathways among students capable of attaining higher-level industry-valued 
certifications as the culminating credentials for their Jump Start TOPS Tech Career Diplomas.)

All Jump Start graduation pathways are on the LouisianaBelieves.com website (See the All Things Jump Start web portal).  Please send your questions to JumpStart@la.gov

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/jump-start-graduation-pathways
http://doa.louisiana.gov/osr/lac/28v163/28v163.doc
http://www.louisianabelieves.com
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses/all-things-jump-start
mailto:JumpStart%40la.gov?subject=

