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Katherine Terrell   kterrell@nola.com

E ven at 40, New Orleans 

Saints tight ends coach Dan 

Campbell could probably 

pass for a current player.

At 6-foot-5, he stands over most of the 
tight ends he coaches, with perhaps the 
exception of 6-foot-6 Coby Fleener.

His appearance these days is a little differ-
ent from his playing days, when he had long 
hair that reached his shoulders, but his mind-
set from those days hasn’t changed much.

Campbell is in his first season as an assis-
tant head coach/tight ends coach for the 
Saints after six seasons with the Miami Dol-
phins as an intern tight ends coach, and 
interim coach last year.

His presence is part of a recent effort by 
Saints coach Sean Payton to inject some new 
blood into the coaching staff. Campbell is one 
of several new coaches who had an extensive 
playing career, joining offensive assistant 
Ronald Curry (seven years as an NFL wide 

receiver) and defensive assistant James Wil-
lis (seven seasons in the NFL).

Campbell played in the NFL from 1999-
2009. He excelled as a blocking tight end but 
was also used as a pass catcher, recording 91 
receptions for 934 yards and 11 touchdowns 
in 10 seasons.

“I was fortunate enough to have a pretty 
long career, so I’ve tried everything,” Camp-
bell said. “And I’ve been coached a lot of dif-
ferent ways and techniques. The beauty of 
that is you take the best of that with you.”

Campbell also played with some of the 
best tight ends in the league, including 
10-time Pro Bowler Jason Witten, who is still 
active for the Dallas Cowboys, and Jeremy 
Shockey, who went to four Pro Bowls with 
the New York Giants and helped the Saints 
win Super Bowl XLIV against the Indianap-
olis Colts in 2010.

“I feel like, now that I’ve gotten to this 
point, I’ve got a lot of good things in the tool-
box to give these guys that either I’ve tried 
or I’ve seen good players do,” Campbell said. 
“That goes from ((Jeremy) Shockey to Witten 
... and it’s all kind of talent level, what a guy 
can do or can’t do with his ability.

“But you give them enough tools no matter 
what that they can perform, and I think that’s 
where it helps because ... you know exactly 
what they’re thinking before they even say it 

because you’ve been there before.”
In the way that things often come full cir-

cle in the NFL, Campbell’s career quietly 
ended on the practice fields in Metairie in 
2009. He was nearing the end of a long career 
by that point, after shoulder and hamstring 
issues limited him to only three games the 
previous two seasons.

He was placed on IR in August of 2009 
after six months with the Saints.

But it was the early parts of Campbell’s 
career that stuck with Payton, whose career 
coincided with Campbell’s from 1999-2005. 
Campbell was a third-round draft pick for the 
Giants in 1999 and played out his first con-
tract there until 2002. Payton was the Giants’ 
quarterbacks coach and later their offensive 
coordinator.

Campbell signed with the Cowboys in free 
agency and spent three more seasons with 
Payton, who had moved to Dallas at that time 
as the assistant head coach and quarterbacks 
coach.

Campbell ended up in Miami to start his 
coaching career, but Payton didn’t hesitate 
when the opportunity arose to hire him last 
season. Campbell had other offers after 

Earl Hodges   arlhodges@msn.com

W hen Jessica Wad-

dell stepped to 

the microphone 

on May 13 to give her valedictorian 

address to the Class of 2016 at Lutheran High 

School, the moment was poignant for all the 

usual reasons.

It was the culmination of years of extraordinary aca-
demic work, but it also was significant because of how 
she got to Lutheran. That’s something that might never 
had transpired for Waddell without some help.

The opportunity for Waddell to attend a private 
school was made possible by the Louisiana Scholar-

ship Program. It “empowers low income families with 
the same opportunity as more affluent parents — the 
financial resources to send their child to the school of 
their choice,” according to its webpage on the Louisiana 
Department of Education’s website. The program began 
in New Orleans in 2008 and expanded statewide in 2012.

Getting a scholarship to go to Lutheran wasn’t exactly 
what Waddell wanted at first, however.

“I fought her (mom Claudia) about it,” Waddell said. 
“I didn’t want to leave my friends. I wanted to stay with 
them and go to the school where they went.”

When Waddell stood to deliver her valedictory speech 
with her mother present, her tune had changed.

“Mama this is the best decision you’ve ever made,” 
Waddell said. “Thank you for not changing your mind 
and insisting that I go to Lutheran High School.”

In the 2015-16 school year, more than 7,100 students 
accepted scholarships in 119 nonpublic schools in 32 
parishes. The Louisiana Federation for Children, a proj-
ect of the American Federation for Children, serves as 
an advocate for Louisiana’s school choice options and 
helps make parents and families aware of the opportu-

Campbell brings playing/coaching experience to the Saints

Dan Campbell served as interim coach for 
the Dolphins last season and jumped at the 
chance to rejoin Sean Payton in New Orleans.     
Wilfredo Lee / Associated Press

CHOICE 
VALIDATED

Jessica Waddell, the Class of 2016 valedictorian at Lutheran High School, said she was thankful that her mother, Claudia, insisted that she attend Lutheran High School, which 
was made possible through the Louisiana Scholarship Program.   Paul R. Dauphin

Jessica Waddell participated in a variety of extracurric-
ular activities, including soccer, at Lutheran.

SEE CHOICE, D3

SEE SAINTS, D3
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Jessica Waddell, 2016 valedictorian at Lutheran High School, participated in many extracur-
ricular activities including cheerleading.

Jessica Waddell was also busy outside of school, and that included volunteering at the Audu-
bon Zoo.

the Dolphins let him go, but the chance to 
reunite with Payton was intriguing.

“To me it was a pretty easy sell, and the 
biggest factor was coach Payton,” Campbell 
said. “He’s somebody I’m very familiar with. I 
spent basically eight years of my career under 
him as a player, so I know who he is, I know 
what he’s about. And, hey man, he’s proven 
himself as a coach. I would say that was the 
biggest factor and just knowing where this 
team’s at.”

Another intriguing factor to Campbell 
was the chance to be an assistant head 
coach in addition to his duties as a tight 
ends coach.

“I would say it probably had something 
to do with it. I would be lying if I didn’t say 

that,” Campbell said. “But at the same time 
I’m just happy to be here, and I was just 
happy to get the opportunity to coach under 
Coach Payton and be part of the Saints again 
because it’s a winning organization.

“Last couple of years haven’t been the way 
everybody wants them, but I know where this 
team is headed, and I know what’s in this 
building, and I know who’s at the top. That 
was the biggest deciding factor.”

His title essentially mirrors assistant head 
coach/linebackers coach Joe Vitt’s on the 
offensive side.

What does that mean exactly? Campbell 
isn’t even sure yet.

“It’s whatever the head coach wants. And 
that can change day-to-day, that can change 
year to year, and at this point it’ll be what-
ever he wants,” Campbell said. “During the 
season if there are things that he wants out-
side of what my normal job and duty is with 

the tight ends, I’ll do it. If he asks me to do 
it, I’ll do it.

“I don’t necessarily have concrete things 
to tell you right now, but it’s a need to know 
basis. If I need to know, he’ll tell me.”

Campbell is still finding his way as the new 
guy on the staff. It’s quite different from his 
position last year, when he was elevated to 
the Dolphins head coach after Joe Philbin 
was fired in October.

But it doesn’t feel so unfamiliar, Campbell 
said.

“I grew up in Texas, my wife and I both 
did, so it’s closer to home, and I would say 
it’s more to the norm of what I know. Com-
munity, really good people, really good food, 
so it’s been a great transition,” he said. “The 
other coaches that are on this staff, I’m very 
familiar with.

“Dennis Allen and I played together in 
college. I played with Aaron Glenn in Dal-

las. Bill Johnson recruited me at Texas A&M. 
And this offensive staff, they’re amaz-
ing. It’s a great group. They’re all smart, 
they’re all energetic. It’s a very compat-
ible group.”

And as for his group of tight ends, Camp-
bell’s excited about what he sees.

“It’s a group that has a lot of versatility. 
Between Fleener and Hooman and Josh 
(Hill) and the young guys ... you always want 
in that room a guy that can block at the point 
of attack, he can pass protect, he can make 
the tough catches.

“You need a guy who can run, he’s long, 
he’s linear, you need a guy that can do a little 
bit of everything, maybe play some special 
teams too, and I feel like we’ve got that in that 
room, and it’s a good group of veterans. And 
the young guys are learning from them, and 
they’re working hard. I’m excited about it. I 
think it’s a really good group.”

SAINTS 
FROM D1

nities that are available, said Paul Dauphin, 
director of communications for Louisiana 
Federation for Children.

Waddell was one of many Lutheran stu-
dents who took advantage of the opportu-
nity, Ann Duplessis, president of Louisiana 
Federation for Children, said. Duplessis was 
the speaker for Lutheran’s commencement 
ceremony.

“Lutheran High School’s Class of 2016 is 
one of the largest groups of Louisiana Schol-
arship Program participants to graduate in a 
single class,” Duplessis said. “Both the vale-
dictorian and salutatorian participated in the 
scholarship program. When they applied to 

the Louisiana Scholarship Program, each of 
these families chose to seek a better educa-
tion for their children. They considered all 
of the options available to them and decided 
that Lutheran was the best school for their 
children, and the success of students like Jes-
sica validates their decision.”

Waddell thrived immediately at Lutheran, 
participating in cheerleading, volleyball, 
track and soccer. But Waddell said it wasn’t 
until her senior year that she appreciated the 
decision her mother had made for her four 
years earlier.

“I didn’t realize how much I loved the 
school until my senior year, and I think it was 
because of the teachers,” Waddell said. “They 
really cared. I had never had teachers who 
cared that much about me.”

The respect from Waddell’s teachers is 

mutual.
“Jessica was the senior class president, and 

she did an excellent job of leading by exam-
ple,” said Mitzi Loughmiller, athletic direc-
tor and senior sponsor. “Jessica is very orga-
nized, and she was a great liaison between 
students and faculty.”

Katelyn Fields taught Waddell English 
three years at Lutheran.

“Jessica had a great desire to learn,” 
Fields said. “She is an absolutely elegant 
person.”

Lutheran principal Carol Christen said 
Waddell “caught her eye” the first week she 
was on the campus as a freshman.

“At first, you could tell that she didn’t seem 
happy because she wanted to be at another 
school,” Christen said. “She was quiet but stu-
dious. I watched her adjust and begin making 

friends, and she soon became a model stu-
dent and eventually began conducting tours 
of the school for prospective students and 
their parents.”

In Waddell’s senior year she also took 
English and psychology classes at UNO and 
volunteered at the Audubon Zoo.

Waddell plans to major in biology at the 
University of Louisiana-Lafayette. Her career 
goal is to become a veterinarian.

Regardless of what her future holds, Wad-
dell said she will always remember that first 
day she walked onto the campus of Lutheran.

“I didn’t want to be there, but today I’m so 
thankful for my mother’s decision,” Waddell 
said. “She wanted the best for me, and the 
four years at Lutheran High School was an 
incredible experience. I’m so thankful I got 
to experience it.”

CHOICE 
FROM D1

The University of Alabama (Honors College)
The University of Arizona
Auburn University
Baylor University
Belmont University
Boston University
Bradley University
University of California, Davis
University of California, San Diego
University of California, Santa Barbara
Case Western Reserve University
The Catholic University of America
University of Central Florida
College of Charleston
University of Cincinnati
Clark Atlanta University
Clemson University (Calhoun Honors College)
DePaul University

Drexel University
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Emerson College
Florida Institute of Technology
Florida Southern College
Florida State University
Fordham University
Fort Lewis College
Furman University
The George Washington University
The University of Georgia
Guilford College
High Point University
Hobart and William Smith Colleges
Hollins University
Howard University
Johns Hopkins University
University of Kentucky

Lehigh University
Liberty University
Louisiana College
Louisiana State University (Honors College)
Louisiana Tech University
University of Louisiana, Lafayette
Loyola University New Orleans
Lynn University
University of Massachusetts, Amherst
McNeese State University
University of Miami
Millsaps College
University of Mississippi
University of New Orleans
Oglethorpe University
Oral Roberts University
Pace University
University of Redlands

Rhodes College
Roanoke College
Rollins College
Rutgers University-New Brunswick
Saint Louis University
University of San Diego
University of San Francisco
Santa Clara University
Savannah College of Art and Design
University of South Carolina
Southeastern Louisiana University
Southern Methodist University
University of Southern Mississippi
Southwestern University
Spelman College
Spring Hill College
St. Edward’s University
St. Mary’s University of San Antonio

Suffolk University
The University of Tampa
University of Tennessee, Knoxville
Texas Christian University
The University of Texas, Austin
The Ohio State University
Trinity University
Tulane University
Wake Forest University
Wartburg College
Weber State University
Westmont College
Whittier College
Wichita State University
Wofford College
The College of Wooster

Bold indicates 2016 graduate attending.
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St. Martin’s Episcopal School does not discriminate on the basis of race,
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Congratulations CLASS of2016
THE CLASS OF 2016 WAS ACCEPTED BY THE FOLLOWING COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES:
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