“Syntax is a word which comes from the Greek. It means, in that
language, the joining of several things together; and, as used by
grammarians, it means those principles and rules which teach us how to
put words together so as to form sentences. It means, in short,
sentence-making. Having been taught by the rules of Etymology what
are the relationships of words, how words grow out of each other, how
they are varied in their letters in order to correspond with the variation
in the circumstances to which they apply. Syntax will teach you how to
give all your words their proper situations or places, when you come to
put them together into sentences.”

William Cobbett, A Grammar of the English Language in a Series of Letters: Intended for
The Use of Schools and of Young Persons in General, but More Especially for the Use of

Soldiers, Sailors, Apprentices, and Plough-Boys, 1818

My definition:



