
Language Tasks: 
What Do I Do About Grammar?



Outcomes
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• Recognize the challenges that teachers face 

around language instruction.

• Understand how language mini-lessons support 

reading instruction while addressing the 

language standards.

• Determine next steps for implementing language 

mini-lessons.



Agenda
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• What are the challenges in language instruction?

• What is our approach to language instruction?

• How do the language mini-lessons address the 

standards?

• Reflection



Syntax and Text Complexity
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“Syntax is a word which comes from the Greek. It means, in that 

  language, the joining of several things together; and, as used by 

  grammarians, it means those principles and rules which teach us how to 

  put words together so as to form sentences. It means, in short, 

  sentence-making. Having been taught by the rules of Etymology what 

  are the relationships of words, how words grow out of each other, how 

  they are varied in their letters in order to correspond with the variation 

  in the circumstances to which they apply. Syntax will teach you how to 

  give all your words their proper situations or places, when you come to

  put them together into sentences.”

William Cobbett, A Grammar of the English Language in a Series of Letters:  Intended for 

The Use of Schools and of Young Persons in General, but More Especially for the Use of 

Soldiers, Sailors, Apprentices, and Plough-Boys, 1818



Syntax and Text Complexity
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“The women of Montgomery, both young and older, would 

  come in with their fancy holiday dresses that needed 

  adjustments or their Sunday suits and blouses that needed 

  just a touch – a flower or some velvet trimming or 

  something to make the ladies look festive.”

    --Nikki Giovanni (Rosa)



Syntax and Text Complexity
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• Pronouns

• Adjectives

• Irregular Pronouns

• Abstract noun

• Irregular verb

• Simple verb tenses

• Pronoun-antecedent 

agreement

• Comparative and 

superlative adjectives

• Comparative and 

superlative adverbs

• Possessives

• Suffixes



Challenges

7

What transfer are you seeing from grammar 

practice to reading and writing?



Agenda
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• What are the challenges in language instruction?

• What is our approach to language instruction?

• How do the language mini-lessons address the 

standards?

• Reflection



ELA Goal
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Goal

Students will read, 
understand, and express 

understanding of complex, 
grade-level texts. 

To do this students must:

• Use language and vocabulary to 
comprehend what texts say

• Use topics, themes, and ideas to 
comprehend what texts mean 

• Build opinions about texts through 
discussions using evidence

• Write about texts using evidence, 
grade-level conventions, and 
spelling
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Language Mini-Lesson 1

“Over the course of 
  many years, scientists 
  have engaged in a 
  process of discovery or 
  inquiry to refine their 
  thinking and develop an 
  understanding of the 
  world around them.”

• Read the sentence.

• In your reading log, 
write and complete the 
following sentence:

– I think the sentence 
means...
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Language Mini-Lesson 2

• What phrases or 
clauses do you notice?

• Are there any 
conjunctions in this 
sentence?

• What punctuation do 
you notice?

“Over the course of 
  many years, scientists 
  have engaged in a 
  process of discovery or 
  inquiry to refine their 
  thinking and develop an 
  understanding of the 
  world around them.”
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Language Mini-Lesson 3

“Over the course of 
  many years, scientists 
  have engaged in a 
  process of discovery or 
  inquiry to refine their 
  thinking and develop an 
  understanding of the 
  world around them.”
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Language Mini-Lesson 3, cont.

  After many 
  years of 
  research, Pluto 
  was demoted to a 
  dwarf planet.

“Over the course of 
  many years, scientists 
  have engaged in a 
  process of discovery or 
  inquiry to refine their 
  thinking and develop an 
  understanding of the 
  world around them.”
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Language Mini-Lesson 4

• Who?

• (did/will do) what?

• When?

• Where?

• Why?

• How?

“Over the course of 
  many years, scientists 
  have engaged in a 
  process of discovery or 
  inquiry to refine their 
  thinking and develop an 
  understanding of the 
  world around them.”
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Language Mini-Lesson 5

• Respond to the prompt: 
How has scientific 
investigation changed 
over time?

• Write 2 quality 
sentences using the 
mentor sentence and 
sentence frames as a 
guide.

“Over the course of 
  many years, scientists 
  have engaged in a 
  process of discovery or 
  inquiry to refine their 
  thinking and develop an 
  understanding of the 
  world around them.”
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Language Mini-Lesson 5, cont.

After ________________, __________________.

Before ________________, _________________.

Since ________________, __________________.



Approach
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• How does this approach to language instruction 

differ from other approaches you may have 

taken or experienced?



Agenda

18

• What are the challenges in language instruction?

• What is our approach to language instruction?

• How do the language mini-lessons address the 

standards?

• Reflection
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Language Standards

● Access the Grammar Guide 

and the Louisiana Student 

Standards for grade 5.

● Read the new language 

mini-lessons with a partner.

https://learnzillion.com/resources/81043
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/k-12-ela-standards.pdf?sfvrsn=34
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/k-12-ela-standards.pdf?sfvrsn=34
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/k-12-ela-standards.pdf?sfvrsn=34
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Language Standards

● How do the language 

mini-lessons connect to the 

Grammar Guide?

● What Louisiana Student 

Standards are being addressed 

through the mini-lessons? 



Agenda
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• What are the challenges in language instruction?

• What is our approach to language instruction?

• How do the language mini-lessons address the 

standards?

• Reflection



Reflection
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• How does this language approach support our 

goal for all students to be able to read, 

understand, and express understanding of 

complex text?


