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Mini-Lesson 22: What do | think this sentence means?

1. Display or project:

Galileo could neither teach nor write about his controversial theory that the Earth and
other planets circle the sun.

| think the sentence means...

2. Prompt students to copy the sentence.
3. Say: “Write and complete the statement underneath the quotation.”
Student Look-Fors:
e Students should write, “I think the sentence means that Galileo could not teach or write about his
work” or similar.

4. After several minutes, ask a few students to share how they paraphrased or interpreted the quotation.

5. Prompt students to revise or adjust their written responses based on what their classmates shared.
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Mini-Lesson 23: What do | notice about this sentence?

1. Display or project:

Galileo could neither teach nor write about his controversial theory that the Earth and

other planets circle the sun.

What do you notice about this sentence?

2. Ask: “What do you notice about this sentence?” As needed, ask guiding questions to support students:
a. “What phrases or clauses do you notice?”
b. “Are there any conjunctions in this sentence?”
c. “What punctuation do you notice?”

Student Look-Fors:
e Students may notice a wide variety of things about the sentence, including:

o It says neither and nor.

o Thisis a complex sentence. It has an independent clause (“Galileo could neither teach nor
write about his controversial theory”) and a dependent clause (“that the Earth and other
planets circle the sun”).

That is a conjunction in this sentence.
There is only end punctuation.

3. Mark the grammatical elements students notice on the sentence and record any additional comments or
thoughts on the board or chart paper. These will be needed for the next mini-lesson.

4. Additional Note: As needed, conduct a brief lesson to review or reinforce a grammar skill from an earlier
grade found in this sentence, such as writing different sentence types. Focus on a specific skill your students

need.!

! Access the Grammar Guide to determine the skills students should have coming into grade 5, the skills that need to be reinforced in
grade 5, and the skills that need to be explicitly taught in grade 5.
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1.

Mini-Lesson 24: What is the structure of this sentence?

Display or project:

Ga

lileo could neither teach nor write about his controversial theory that the Earth and

other planets circle the sun.

2.

Say, “We have been working with the same mentor sentence to understand what it means and then take it
apart so we can write our own quality sentences.”

Ask: “What have we learned so far about the mentor sentence? How is it put together?”

Student Look-Fors:
e Students should understand that the mentor sentence begins with an independent clause (“Galileo
could neither teach nor write about his controversial theory”) and ends with a dependent clause
(“that the Earth and planets circle the sun”). That is a subordinating conjunction in this sentence
because it combines two clauses together.

Ask: “What couldn’t Galileo do? How do you know?”

Student Look-Fors:
e Students should say, “Galileo couldn’t teach nor write about his theory. | know this because it says he
could neither teacher nor write about his theory, which means he could not do either” or similar.

Say: “Neither/nor is a correlative conjunction. Correlative conjunctions connect two equal parts (i.e., clauses,
phrases, or words) together. Unlike the conjunction and or but, correlative conjunctions work together. Some
examples of correlative conjunctions are neither/nor, either/or, not/only, or both/and. Take the example,
‘Either the boys or the girls will go to lunch first today.’ In this example, the correlative conjunction connects
the boys and the girls together saying that they both have equal chance of going to lunch first today, but only
one will end up being the first to go.”

Ask: “In the mentor sentence, what words connect teach and write together to tell us that Galileo couldn’t do
either?”

Student Look-Fors:
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e Students should identify neither/nor as the correlative conjunction in the sentence.? The mentor
sentence uses the correlative conjunction to tell the reader two things Galileo could not do.

5. Display or project:

In the 1600s, people agreed with either Aristotle or Galileo’s theory of mass and
acceleration.

Galileo’s experiments proved that both Aristotle’s theory of mass and acceleration and
the church’s teachings of astronomy were incorrect.

6. Ask: “How are these sentences similar to the mentor sentence?”

Student Look-Fors:
e Students should identify that similar to the mentor sentence, the example sentences contain a
correlative conjunction (either/or and both/and).

7. Say: “Now let’s build a quality sentence about Galileo and the telescope using a correlative conjunction.”

8. Write a quality sentence as a class imitating the mentor sentence. As needed, review the structure of the
mentor sentence again and/or ask students to compare the class sentence to the mentor sentence.

Student Look-Fors:
e Galileo can be labeled as either a scientist or an astronomer because he invented things and studied
the skies.

9. Say: “Now let’s build a sentence frame to illustrate the structure of the mentor sentence. We will use these
frames to write our own sentences.”

10. Provide students with other correlative conjunctions and prompt them to identify the relationships they
signal. Record those correlative conjunctions on the board or chart paper. Because correlative conjunctions
are a standard that is introduced in 5th grade, students may need additional support using these conjunctions
properly.? Based on the students in your class, provide additional examples, as needed. Then, as a class,
create sentence frames that illustrate the structure of the mentor sentence. Reinforce any other grammatical

2 L.5.1e: Use correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or, neither/nor).
3 http://www.chompchomp.com/terms/correlativeconjunction.htm
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elements or spelling students may need to produce a quality sentence.

Student Look-Fors:

Students should also use a correlative conjunction within the sentence frame below.

e neither nor

e either or

e both and

e notonly but also
e whether or

® nosooner than

® as as

What relationships do these conjunctions signal?

Cause and effect Sequence Under certain Comparison Contrast
conditions (Addition)
SO after unless and but
as until that as
because when or both/and
that no sooner/than whether/or not only/but also
since either/or neither/nor
as/as
Mentor Sentence Frame

° because

° that

° since

° unless

° as
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1.

Mini-Lesson 25: What do | know this sentence means?

Display or project:

Galileo could neither teach nor write about his controversial theory that the Earth and

other planets circle the sun.

This sentence means...

2.

Prompt students to read what they wrote in a previous mini-lesson about the meaning of the sentence.

Say: “We have been analyzing this mentor sentence. Today we are going to look again at its meaning.”

Ask the following questions one at a time and prompt students to record their written responses.

WHO/WHAT? Galileo

(Did/will) DO WHAT? Could neither teach nor write about his theory
WHEN did who do what? (not provided)

WHERE did who do what? (not provided)

WHY did who do what? Because his theory was controversial

HOW did who do what? (not provided)

Say: “Write and complete the statement underneath the quotation. Make sure to put the sentence into your
own words.”

Student Look-Fors:
e Students should write, “This sentence means that because Galileo’s theory was controversial and not
accepted by the church, he could not openly teach or write about it. This led to Galileo being charged
for a crime” or similar.

After several minutes, ask a few students to share their statements.

Prompt students to revise or adjust their written responses based on what their classmates shared.
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Mini-Lesson 26: Can | write a quality sentence?

1. Display or project:

Galileo could neither teach, nor write, about his controversial theory that the Earth
and other planets circle the sun.

neither nor
either or

both and

not only but also
whether or

no sooner than

as as

Mentor Sentence Frame
because
that
since

unless

as

What happened as a result of Galileo not agreeing with the church’s teaching of the solar
system?

2. Say, “Now we are going to write our own quality sentences.” Remind students of the elements of a quality
sentence discussed in previous mini-lessons as well as other model sentences.

3. Read aloud the question: “What happened as a result of Galileo not agreeing with the church’s teaching of
the solar system?”

4. Ask students to work independently to write 1-2 quality sentences that answer the question and imitate the
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structure of the mentor sentence.
5. Remind students to use an appropriate correlative conjunction to connect the ideas in their sentences.
6. Encourage students to use the unit texts to ensure they have an accurate response.
Student Look-Fors:
e Galileo’s research supported the Copernican system which stated that not only the Earth but also the
other planets orbited the sun.

Whether Galileo was right or wrong did not matter to the church.
No sooner did Galileo publish a mathematical proposition than he was arrested.
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