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It’s important for kids to realize that the achievements of the 
past will only last if they are active participants in the 

struggle for justice and equality.

-Barbara Henry



What is TPS?

Funded by a grant from the Library of Congress, the Teaching with Primary 
Sources (TPS) program at Southeastern Louisiana University is an outreach 
program which collaborates with various schools, universities, libraries, and 
foundations in order to help classroom teachers discover the availability of the 
Library’s vast collection of digitized primary sources that are available to 
improve learning and teaching in the classroom. 



TPS Mission 

The mission of the Library of Congress Teaching with Primary Sources 
program is to: build awareness of the Library's educational initiatives; 
provide content that promotes the effective educational use of the 
Library's resources; and offer access to and promote sustained use of 
the Library's educational resources. The Library achieves this mission 
through collaborations between the Library and the K-12 educational 
community across the United States. The program contributes to the quality of 
education by helping teachers use the Library's digitized primary sources to 
engage students, develop their critical thinking skills and construct knowledge. 
Learn more about the Library's TPS program and other resources available to 
teachers at www.loc.gov/teachers.

Free to everyone, with no login or subscription. 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers


TPS Level Framework

Professional development activities under TPS progress along three program 
levels. K-12 educators have the option of taking workshops and courses, offered 
by TPS Consortium members, under all or some of these levels, depending on 
their interests.

Level I–Participants gain strategies for using primary sources to help 
students engage in learning, develop critical thinking skills and build 
content knowledge.

Level II– Participants evaluate, create and teach topic-specific, content-
informed lessons that integrate primary sources from the Library of 
Congress and exemplify effective instructional practices.

Level III – Experienced educators advocate the use of primary sources and 
help disseminate the ideas, methods and products of the TPS program.



Teaching with Primary Sources at 
Southeastern State University

•Presentations
•Single-session Workshops
•Multi-session Workshops
•Summer Institutes
•Academic Courses
•Coaching
•Online Modules
•Lesson Plans
•Primary Source Sets
•Learning Source Sets 



TPS @ Southeastern Louisiana University 

“Like” or “Follow” Us
@TPSSoutheastern  



What Are Primary Sources?

Primary Sources are the raw materials of history – original documents and 
objects which were created at the time under study. They are different from 
secondary sources which are accounts or interpretations of events created by 
someone without firsthand experience. 



Why Use Primary Sources?

Primary Sources provide a window into  the past…they help

1. Engage students
2. Develop critical thinking skills

3. Construct knowledge



Objectives 

Participants will be able to:

1. Describe the benefits of teaching with primary sources
2. Analyze primary sources in different formats 
3. Analyze a set of related primary sources in order to identify multiple perspectives
4. Demonstrate how primary sources can support at least one teaching strategy



Visual Thinking Strategies 

• Teachers use artwork and imagery to start a dialogue

• Teachers facilitate discussion amongst students being neutral and unbiased

• Students lead discussions

• VTS fosters a respectful, safe environment to express opinions and ideas
(Smith, 2008)





Analyzing Primary Sources 

Observe 
1. Describe what you see.
2. What is the physical setting? 

Reflect 
1. What’s happening in the image?
2. If someone made this today, what would be different? 

Question
1. What do you wonder about…Who? When? Where? Why?

o 5 minutes 

TPS staff will record responses in the front of the room.

o 2 minutes 



With your group complete the following tasks:

Task 1
Write a caption for the image. 

o 2 minutes

Task 2
Discuss and identify a question appropriate for further investigation regarding 
the previous image. 

o 2 minutes

Five groups will volunteer to share their image caption. Another five groups 
will volunteer to share their further investigation question. 

o 5 minutes 



Inquiring Minds Want to Know

“Inquiry is a process of learning that is driven by 
questioning, thoughtful investigating, making sense of 
information, and developing new understandings.”

-Barbara Stripling, 2008 

Credit: Freeimages.com



Credit: Barbara Stripling Model of Inquiry 



Books as Hooks:
Connecting literature to primary sources











Books as Hooks:
Connecting literature to primary sources

























Similar content is being discussed when analyzing these 
sources, with your group discuss the following questions:

1.) What are some benefits of offering multiple sources for students to 
analyze?
(list at least 3)

o 90 seconds 

2.) What are some potential disadvantages of offering multiple sources?
(list at least 3)

o 90 seconds

TPS staff will record your responses in the front of the room. 
o 2 minutes  



Circle of Viewpoints 

Circle of Viewpoints helps students to identify and consider different and 
diverse perspectives. While engaged in this thinking routine, students gain a 
greater awareness of how others are feeling and thinking. It also reinforces 
that people will think differently about a topic. This routine gives a structure to 
assist in exploring these viewpoints to gain a broader, more complete 
understanding of the topic, event, or issue being discussed.

Credit: Harvard Project Zero
Credit: Making Thinking Possible: How to Promote Engagement, Understanding, and Independence for All Learners By: Ron Ritchhart, Mark 
Church



Circle of Viewpoints 



Choose 1 primary source to perform the Circle of 
Viewpoints strategy. Complete the following tasks.  

Task 1
Brainstorm a list of different perspectives for your chosen primary source. Use 
the listed prompts to guide your dialogue. 

• How does it look from different points in space and different points in 
time? 

• Who (and what) is affected by it? 
• Who is involved? 
• Who might care? 

o 5 minutes 

TPS staff will record responses in the front of the room. 

o 2 minutes  



Task 2
Use this script skeleton to explore up to two perspectives: 

1. I AM THINKING OF …the topic … FROM THE POINT OF VIEW 
OF…the viewpoint you’ve chosen 

2. I THINK…describe the topic from your viewpoint. Be an actor--
take on the character of your viewpoint 

3. A QUESTION I HAVE FROM THIS VIEWPOINT IS…ask a 
question from this viewpoint 

o 10 minutes

Task 3
WRAP UP: What new ideas do you have about the topic that you didn’t have 
before? What new questions do you have? 

o 5 minutes 



All sources used today can be found on the 
Library of Congress’ website

www.loc.gov

http://www.loc.gov/


Homepage

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Primary sources provide a window into the past helping students relate on a personal level to people and events. They encourage students to seek additional information through research and allow the inquiry process to be developed. Let’s begin our look at primary sources with the Library of Congress home page. Notice the Global Navigation bar with dropdown menus. Under Collection Highlights, you’ll also find ESPECIALLY FOR with ways to navigate to Kids & Families as well as the Teachers Page. Today we will explore some areas of Kids & Families and the Teachers Page with particular emphasis on Science.



Education

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Check out the resources for students and lifelong learners: “Read. Gov”, “Poetry 180”,  “America’s Library”, “Science: Everyday Mysteries”, and “Today in History”. In the other column, notice the “Teachers Blog”, and resources for teachers including “Teacher Resources”, “Lesson Plans”, “Primary Source Sets”, and “Professional Development”. 



Teacher’s 
Page

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s leave “Kids & Families”, and take a quick look at the “Teachers Page”. 



Teacher’s 
Guides 

and 
Analysis Tools

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And as always, whatever the subject, use the Teachers Guides and Analysis Tools.





http://tpsteachersnetwork.org/

http://tpsteachersnetwork.org/


Your students after a lesson with   primary 
sources…



http://www.pangea.selu.edu/tps/
Program Director 

Dr. Cynthia Elliott
Endowed Professor, Department of Teaching and Learning 

celliott@southeastern.edu

Program Coordinator
Jordan Kea Ahrend, M.A.

jordan.ahrend@southeastern.edu

Assistant Director 
Stefanie Sorbet, M.Ed. 

Instructor, Department of Teaching and Learning
stefanie.sorbet@southeastern.edu

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Primary sources develop critical thinking skills and construct knowledge. Check out our Southeastern University website and the Library of Congress website for workshops and professional development. You’ll be glad you did!

http://www.selu.edu/tps/
mailto:celliott@southeastern.edu
mailto:jordan.ahrend@southeastern.edu
mailto:stefanie.sorbet@southeastern.edu
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