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March 16, 2016                                                           

SUPERINTENDENTS AND DISTRICT COMMUNICATIONS CONTACTS,
 
PLEASE SEND THE CONTENTS OF THIS ISSUE OF THE ED-CONNECT NEWSLETTER TO TEACHERS
AND PRINCIPALS IN YOUR SCHOOLS. 

In This Issue:
Welcome
2016-2017 Louisiana Student Standards
Download 2015-2016 Assessment Resources
2016 Teacher Leader Summit
 

WELCOME TO THE MARCH EDITION OF ED-CONNECT

Welcome to this edition of Ed-Connect. This month you will find helpful information to support classroom instruction and upcoming
state assessments. Also, please don't forget to save-the-date for the Teacher Leader Summit which will take place in New Orleans
June 1-3.

2016-2017 LOUISIANA STUDENT STANDARDS FOR ELA AND MATH

Over the past ten months, Louisiana has undergone a professional review of the state's academic content standards for English
language arts and mathematics to ensure that they maintain strong expectations for teaching and learning and that they continue to
prepare students to successfully transition to postsecondary education and the workplace.
 
In February 2016, the standards review committee voted to approve the proposed new Louisiana Student Standards for English
language arts (ELA) and mathematics; these standards were subsequently approved by the Board of Elementary and Secondary
Education in their meeting on March 4, 2016.
 
These standards:

provide developmentally appropriate content for all grades or courses while maintaining high expectations;
give teachers freedom to determine the most appropriate method of instruction;
provide teachers with more clarity about what is expected of students by making the standards less vague and less open to
multiple interpretations;
include the study of money in earlier grades; and,
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divide the high school math standards more appropriately into cohesive courses for Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II. 

Unless vetoed by the governor, they will be effective for the 2016-2017 school year. The Department of Education is working
diligently to support educators with a seamless transition to these new standards. These supports will focus on:

curriculum and resources;
teacher training and professional development; and,
state and local assessments.

The Department will share additional information about these resources in upcoming Teacher Leader newsletters and at the 2016
Teacher Leader Summit.
 
Email louisianastandards@la.gov with questions. 

DOWNLOAD 2015-2016 ASSESSMENT RESOURCES
 

LEAP Assessment Guides: The LEAP Assessment Guides provide teachers with information about test design, test
scheduling, and test features.
 
Online Testing Tools (OTT): The Online Tools Training, available within INSIGHT, is a great way to help teachers and grade
3-8 students practice using the online tools that are available for all students when taking the ELA and math LEAP tests
online. It is imperative that students who are taking the LEAP online this year practice using these tools before the actual
testing window. Students who are not taking the LEAP online this year should also become familiar with these tools in
preparation for next year.
 
Online Practice Test: The grades 3-8 ELA and math online practice tests, available within INSIGHT, help teachers and
students become familiar with the format and content of the tests prior to engaging in the operational assessments. Teachers
can find answer sheets and scoring guides here. The Online Practice Test Overview covers the online practice tests and steps
required for preparation, administration, and scoring.
 
Paper Practice Tests: The ELA and math Paper Practice Tests and Scoring Guides help teachers and students become
familiar with the LEAP ELA and math assessments. The LEAP ELA Practice Test Guidance and LEAP Math Practice Test
Guidance provide guidance to grades 3-8 teachers on how they can use the practice tests to support their instructional goals.

 
Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions.  

2016 TEACHER LEADER SUMMIT
 
The 2016 Teacher Leader Summit will be held at the Morial Convention Center in New Orleans from June 1 through June 3, 2016.

Wednesday, June 1: 12:30 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Thursday, June 2: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Friday, June 3: 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.

The Department will release additional information about the summit, including the specific sessions that will be offered, in early
April.
 
The Department is currently looking for knowledgeable educators to share their resources and best practices with others around the
state by designing and facilitating a session at the 2016 Teacher Leader Summit. Click here to apply to lead a session. Applications
must be submitted by Friday, April 1.
 
Please contact louisianateacherleaders@la.gov with questions about these events.

Click Here for 

 Louisiana Department of Education
1201 N. Third Street

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802
1-877-453-2721
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