
                                                      January 5, 2016

Superintendent's Message 
  
Dear Colleagues,
  
I hope you've come from the winter break well rested and ready for the months of work ahead.

Among the most critical decisions school counselors, parents, and students will make this spring as part of the
Individual Graduation Planning (IGP) process is the selection of pathways to life after high school, especially for those
students who will be juniors next fall. Just as the TOPS University pathway allows for admission to four-year institutions
of higher learning, Jump Start pathways equip students with high-demand industry credentials and college credits that
allow them to continue their education after high school. The two pathways further allow students eligibility for TOPS
and TOPS Tech respectively.

The class of 2018, this year's sophomores, will be the first required to have a Jump Start credential in order to
graduate with a Jump Start Career Diploma. Graduating members of that class also will be required to have
completed either post-secondary financial aid forms or forms declining financial aid. The decisions we make with
these students this spring have significant consequences for their futures and offer a special opportunity for students
to pursue both courses that interest them and courses that provide them opportunity.

The 2nd annual Jump Start convention will be held January 19 at the River Center in Baton Rouge, bringing together
more than 1,000 business leaders, K-12 educators, college faculty, and economic development officials. Among a full
day of presentations will be a focus on industry involvement in regional Jump Start plans, entrepreneurship
credentials for students, the creation of internships and other authentic workplace-based experiences, and college
and career counseling, especially in this first year of statewide pathway selection. Perhaps more than anything, the
Jump Start Convention is a time to affirm the profound value of high-quality, applied educational experiences and a
deep connection between the workplace and the classroom. If you or your colleagues have yet to RSVP, you can still
do so by clicking here. You can also find more information here.

The Jump Start pathways you and your colleagues have created are motivating thousands of students in our state.
More important, they are providing life opportunity and a foundation for achieving the American dream. In a day of
rampant inequity, there is no more important mission.
  
As always, thank you for all you do for our children,

  
 
John
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John White
Louisiana Department of Education
Twitter  @LouisianaSupe
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To view the current District Support Calendar, please click here.  

District Support 
  
Superintendent's Conference Call
 
Superintendents are invited to participate in the Superintendents' Conference Call hosted by State Superintendent John White on
Thursday, January 14, at 10:30 a.m. You may begin dialing into the call 15 minutes in advance.
  
To join the Superintendents' Conference Call on January 14, please see the webinar information below:
 
Webinar Login Information (*No pre-registration required)

Click here to join the meeting or go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/suptscall/

Dial into the Phone Bridge: (866) 206-5917
When prompted, please give the Meeting ID # 1667498
You will need to identify yourself in order to be placed into the meeting
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Register for the January Collaboration Events
 
The January Supervisor and Teacher Leader Collaboration Events will take place in the following locations:

Baton Rouge (1/20)
Thibodaux (1/25)
Natchitoches (1/27)
Lafayette (1/28)

Supervisor Collaborations
Registration is now open for the January Supervisor Collaboration Event. Click here for more information about this event,
including a list of sessions and recommended district-level attendees. Each location has a limited number of spots, which will be
filled on a first come, first served basis. Please contact your Network support team for information on how to register for
this event. Participants must register by Monday, January 18.
 
Teacher Leader Collaborations
Registration is now open for the January Teacher Leader Collaboration Event. Click here for more information about this
event, including a list of sessions and how to register. Each location has a limited number of spots, which will be filled on a first
come, first served basis. Please encourage teachers in your district to register for this event by Monday, January 18.
  
  
Newly Released Science Instructional Tasks
 
Please share with Principals and Science Teachers.
 
The Department has released additional instructional tasks for science that can be integrated into any science curriculum. These
downloadable tasks:

incorporate a variety of sources for students to read
include rigorous writing prompts
can be modified to meet the needs of the students in your classroom

If you have any questions, please contact, ClassroomSupportToolbox@la.gov.
 
  
Register for February/March MDC Trainings
 
The Math Design Collaborative (MDC) provides quality trainings for middle and high school math teachers. Sessions are led by
Louisiana educators and focus on integrating high quality tasks into the curriculum, fostering rich math conversations among
students, and analyzing student work.
 
Register for sessions in Bossier on February 24 and Lafayette on March 10 (new date). Contact
LouisianaTeacherLeaders@la.gov with questions or to find out more information. Registration is free for all participants.
  
  

Assessment and Accountability 

Revised Practice Tests Release Timeline
 

The grades 3-8 English language arts and mathematics paper practice tests will be released over the next two weeks. The
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The grades 3-8 English language arts and mathematics paper practice tests will be released over the next two weeks. The

mathematics paper practice tests will post to the Practice Tests page the week of January 11 with the ELA practice tests to

follow the week of January 18. The online practice test is anticipated to remain on time, releasing at the end of January. If you

have additional questions please email assessment@la.gov.

Technology Readiness

During the 2015-2016 school year, districts begin the transition to online assessments for grades 3-8. The Department is

committed to helping districts get tech ready with each school site equipped with the adequate number of devices, bandwidth and

network resources, staff and training to support use of technology.

The Technology Readiness Memo outlines five primary actions necessary to prepare each LEA, including staff, technology

personnel, and students, for online testing.

Actions for District Test Coordinators and Technology Coordinators:

Read and take the steps outlined in the Technology Readiness Memo

Attend Assessment Office Hours each Thursday at 11:00 am beginning January 7 (see webinar information below)

 
Office Hours Login Information: (*No pre-registration required)

Click here to join the meeting or go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/dtc/
Enter the meeting room as a guest and provide your name.
 Select the "listen only mode" if joining the meeting via computer or smartphone or access audio via phone bridge: (800)
832-0736 / room number: 3423602

 
Distribution of Preliminary Subgroup Annual Yearly Progress Reports
 
Preliminary 2014-15 Subgroup Annual Yearly Progress Reports (AYP) will be distributed via FTP on Tuesday, January 5. The
reports provide essential data elements regarding the academic progress of student subgroups toward annual measurable
objectives, as well as when and how schools failed subgroup AYP. The LDOE will release a more complete Subgroup
Component Report for schools and districts later in spring. The Subgroup AYP Report Fact Sheet can be found in the
assessment library.
 
Please email assessment@la.gov with questions.
 
  
DIBELS Next Winter Administration

Share with District Test Coordinators and Early Childhood Coordinators:

The DIBELS Next Winter Administration window will begin one week after students return from winter break and will remain open
for 15 days. DIBELS Next must be administered to students in Kindergarten, first, second, and third grade. Students' DIBELS
Next data must be entered into the DIBELS Data System (DDS) no later than two weeks after the administration period ends.
Winter administration reporting must be completed by February 19. The complete DIBELS Next assessment schedule is
provided in the DIBELS Next Administration Guide, located in the DIBELS Next Library.

Please email assessment@la.gov with questions.

High School Opportunities
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2016 Jump Start Convention
 
The 2016 Jump Start Convention will be held Tuesday, January 19, 2016 at the Baton Rouge River Center. Attendees of the
convention should include high school principals, district administrators, professional school counselors, Jump Start regional
team members, and regional economic development and workforce development organizations.
 
Key Jump Start Convention agenda items this year will include:

How schools and districts can maximize their Jump Start funding
Expanding internship programs (including "virtual internships" for rural parishes)
Pilot programs for expanding IT industry credentials (for TOPS and Jump Start students)
Best practices for teacher training and externships, counselor support ,and industry engagement

 
Please register by January 8, 2016 at https://www.solutionwhere.com/ldoe/cw/showconference.asp?4318.
For information about hotels with a block of rooms available, please click here or at
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/jumpstart/2016-jump-start-convention---hotel-list.pdf?sfvrsn=2.
Please email JumpStart@la.gov with questions.
 
 
Advanced Coursework and CLEP
  
The College-Level Examination Program® (CLEP) helps students receive college credit for completion of advanced coursework.
 
District test coordinators, administrators, professional school counselors, and lead teachers are invited to participate in one of
the following CLEP Webinar presentations scheduled for:
 

Thursday, January 14 from 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday, January 25 from 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

 
Webinar Login Information

Meeting Name: Louisiana High School and CLEP
Click here or go to https://collegeboardtraining.webex.com/mw3000/mywebex/default.do?
siteurl=collegeboardtraining&service=6 to register and join the meeting

 
For more information on CLEP opportunities, please contact CollegeReadiness@la.gov.
 
  
Spring 2016 Individual Student Planning
  
The department released a guidance document to assist professional middle and high school counselors in the annual
development and review of the Individual Graduation Plan (IGP). After April 1, 2016, Louisiana Connect will no longer host IGPs.

Beginning in Spring 2016 and thereafter, districts/charters must choose from a variety of platforms for hosting IGPs:
  

 District/charter-identified career planning system
 District/charter cumulative folder, or
 LOSFA's Louisiana Award System

 
This spring, professional school counselors will work with the 2018 cohort to guide the selection of a diploma pathway aligned
with academic and career interests and upload the diploma pathway selection into the Student Transcript System.
 
The department will host two webinars to support professional school counselors with the IGP and diploma pathway selection
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The department will host two webinars to support professional school counselors with the IGP and diploma pathway selection
process.
 
  

Thursday, January 21 - 2:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday, January 27 - 2:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

 
 Webinar Login Information (*no pre-registration required)

Meeting Name: Individual Graduation Plan and Diploma Pathway Selection
To join the meeting, click here or go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/igp2016
Enter meeting room as a guest and provide your name

 
For further assistance, please contact Martha.moore@la.gov.
 
    
Course Choice/SCA School Level Information 
  
Registration for spring 2016 Course Choice Supplemental Course Allocation (SCA) funded coursework opened December 1,
2015. Each high school has an account on the system to validate and approve course offerings.
 
If you are unsure of the user account for your school please send an e-mail to SCA@la.gov requesting account information.
Please include your school name and school district in the body of the message.
  
Registration for dual enrollment coursework with Louisiana public post-secondary institutions should occur as it has in the past
with students registering directly with the post-secondary institution.
 

 

Data
 
AYP and Economically Disadvantaged Files Available via FTP
 
The AYP file for each LEA and Charter Site will be released on Tuesday, January 5. The AYP file will be placed in
LEA's/Charter Sites' Data Management FTP as a single PDF file named, "LEA Code_LEAName_AYP Roster." This file will
expire from the FTP on February 5. Please download and provide this file to your district's accountability contact prior to
the expiration date.
 

The Economically Disadvantaged data file for each LEA and Charter Site will be released on Tuesday, January 12. The file
will be placed in LEA's/Charter Sites' Data Management FTP as a single excel file named, "LEA Code_LEAName_Oct 2015
Economically Disadvantaged." This file will expire from the FTP on February 12. Please download and provide this file to
your district's financial manager prior to the expiration date.
 
Please email ldedata@la.gov with questions regarding the FTP.

Education in the News
  
Louisiana offers 'parent guides' to accompany upcoming release of school letter grades
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Annual report cards for Louisiana schools, districts released
  
Louisiana to Mandate FAFSA App or Opt Out for Graduation
  
Agencies sought for summer food service program 

LDOE Contacts
John White
State Superintendent of Education
(toll-free) 877.453.2721 
Twitter @LouisianaSupe

LDOE Links
LDOE Website

Contact Us
 

STAY CONNECTED
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