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SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear Cdlleagues,

For more than three years, we have been working closely with you to implement a unified rating and improvement system for all publicly-
funded child care, head Start and pre-K programs in Louisiana. During our first year, a practice year, we observed and callected information on
nearly 6,000 early childhood classrooms. Now we are using this information to produce practice profiles for every site. Please remember that
we committed to there not being any consequences attached to these results.

To help you better understand how your practice rating will be calculated, the Department has released a Practice Performance Profile
Rating Calculator. This tool can be used in combination with the observation score file for your site. The observations score file includes each
site's individual CLASS™ scores formatted to be easily used with the performance profile calculator, and is available through your Lead
Agency.

The Department has also released instructions, a webinar, and a power point presentation to support sites to use the Practice
Performance Prdfile Rating Calculator. For questions, email Nasha Patel.

Our next step is to roll out the Practice Performance Prdfiles later this fall. Please continue to check this newsletter for updates as we will
provide training and support at the same time that we share your site's practice profiles with you.

As always, thank you for all you do for our children,

John

John White

Louisiana Department of Education
Twitter @LouisianaSupe

TEACHING AND LEARNING

SETTING UP CLASSROOMS IN THE CLASS SYSTEM AND IN GOLD®

All classrooms must be set up in the Department's CLASS system and in GOLD® by October 1. A few important reminders:

e All programs will be under the Department's GOLD® license this year. If you are a program that is still operating under your own
license, email lvy Starns as soon as possible.

o Please ensure that all classrooms (infant, toddler, and pre-K) are set up in the GOLD® online system, even if they do not have publicly-
funded children.

e For every classroom, the falowing information must be entered:
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xbGpw6mCBG8fq-3nEapPyIG8dTmj3cHC2IQhwSK01G0sfPc5LKREBdZ-7jlks9jO6F6WwxLwEB2DyvrK4nHTq132CvFUo-2pBGmRe8kp4O7RqzHyAF58FsxvaRC4h17og54UowGBDr0GxHTYPJg8eYqCGM9iZt5LHxYPZOmsKCUrQtf6CU5Z4fudpkHsfh0Ww6EgKlV0946rsG6VW1PmE5ZkVQlvpgKbZBjUa59i9XcQzLPk6r5KUTnuaJ5LydkitV5wNHlLXhip8aRbERE_wKXiaQCaBU-DVK8NIaL5GZqvyevKC1rJHBkin0AT0spk&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xbGpw6mCBG8fq-3nEapPyIG8dTmj3cHC2IQhwSK01G0sfPc5LKREBdZ-7jlks9jO4wqVX-SPvHg00-zh3NCeOfKuN1GhVApdgoIdelFUwHdydPdMfnoCgy8auFVYFJ_QMPIm3sfnMkZ35LqN-2VHbhI7LpKI7FmRsNzNFNMhK9b88xOvs2ag_hk-ivoEgfuSSLXSVROERFVc9B_fF4xnACZuA8B4B9U0tTqbReUBZbGgAeAIeCP3fuisddekz2XcRGNtFakC79S6npsRcMnKApzwegiNLxJ4rNwzJitNuB6ndV44iO0G0WJLnpVpU3zFHxP9GdxLmoQ=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xbGpw6mCBG8fq-3nEapPyIG8dTmj3cHC2IQhwSK01G0sfPc5LKREBdZ-7jlks9jOkwsZ_8vY3NZSCx_psSb-toNZKVKqHSsM_R-GJOX2geznhyoBGCFGC5hOzsOrYypBf_SGONOMi1sOKjKWOpIoYKtB418KJktYfgSqrarkh1s-U3_-dOICfEzQqXrq7UNcshnxo_qAQKfYZ6_KCjJKLQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xbGpw6mCBG8fq-3nEapPyIG8dTmj3cHC2IQhwSK01G0sfPc5LKREBdZ-7jlks9jOLmMnMHprUPjzx-5XI3r1cW5QKd0zme-Fqxk24iRkOFOeaNBTaYqIwc9rTNz9DoJ2Z4GMLsFq52ZuZtR2mUfsdGHRiV-xxuZH6pnciB7Rw823XAMOyBv2ME8YmtJKDlwrK0j1lhcOxKpOnVdGTfi3zMaPLFmd64midGGj9gvMQTpq7EynmA3iiQGY4BgLO6KA5afH4R5oqq8WpHbdxv-LBF7HAsERQyAiy5DEp4EDDCFOLJIgPX7r71ByJF8VDLwiusgvf-wfXDg=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xbGpw6mCBG8fq-3nEapPyIG8dTmj3cHC2IQhwSK01G0sfPc5LKREBdZ-7jlks9jO10Vj0adjpKfVD6Jm_CE6K7sHsrxkfdjrKF-wKmjAZOB4faH8IHs01x2HjoW6xA9RQEgk8YctgbRzdrk4VZ8dFca6WVfnmuLyAsVAtqLc3AU=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xbGpw6mCBG8fq-3nEapPyIG8dTmj3cHC2IQhwSK01G0sfPc5LKREBT85WxZ856zzgk6EXqg7pT5bmbIKt16h7a71xtbkv-wUZ0J3N5JrSPLDYz9SvOiBTI0N-OtNmqnYJ1ibAZwlIWMgyBjb9q-Xgt_bCKdIyqIMb6E1zKYB-x8=&c=&ch=
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Please ensure that all pre-K and toddler classrooms are set up in the CLASS system.

TRANSFERS OF CHILDREN IN GOLD®

The Department can transfer child accounts in GOLD® in the event of a child moving programs. In order to complete program transfers, there
are a several things to remember:

1. If the child is moving from a public school pre-K into a different public school pre-K district, the Department needs permission from both
Superintendents.

2. If a child is moving from a Head Start program or child care to a public pre-K program, the director of the original program must be
informed of the transfer.

Email lvy Starns for the necessary forms and next steps. Due to data privacy requirements, do not include the child's information
(including the child's name) in the e-mail.

CURRICULUM REVIEWS

The Department is continuing to complete Instructional Materials Reviews of birth to five curriculum. In the coming weeks, new reviews will be
added to the list. A current list of rated curricula is on the Department website.

FUNDING AND ENROLLMENT

OCTOBER 1 CHILD COUNT

Bulletin 140 requires that all publicly-funded children are counted as they were enrdled on October 1, and that the count be submitted to the
Department by October 31. For the purposes of these counts, children are considered part of the age cohort they belong to on September 30,
for the entire 2016-2017 schoal year. For example, if a child is three on September 30, but turns four on November 22, that child is counted as
part of the three-year-dld age cohort for the 2016-2017 school year. Please work with your Lead Agency to submit accurate October 1 child
counts.

CHANGES TO TRACKING OF TIME SYSTEM (TOTS)

On September 14, the Department implemented changes to the Tracking of Time System (TOTS) system. To familiarize child care providers
with the enhancements to the system, the Department will host short information sessions across the state. The complete schedule and
location information for the trainings has been posted.

UPDATED SCHEDULE: CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (CCAP) SUMMER SERIES

The Department is conducting in-person sessions across the state for child care providers that serve children receiving child care assistance.
These two-hour sessions will be led by the Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) team and will provide specific guidance on how to assist
families to apply for child care assistance. CCAP specialists will also be available to assist providers with individual cases or concemns.

There will be one final summer series session. The information for that session is below:

e September 21 from 12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.- Treen Technology Center, 2024 Livingston Street, Mandeville LA, 70448

For additional assistance for providers, the Department has launched a Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) Provider Helpdesk. The help
desk will be open, Monday through Friday,8:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. The provider help desk number is 225-342-1879. Please note this
number is only for child care center directors and staff.

A Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) Provider Guide has been released to share additional information and resources with
providers.
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xbGpw6mCBG8fq-3nEapPyIG8dTmj3cHC2IQhwSK01G0sfPc5LKREBT85WxZ856zzgk6EXqg7pT5bmbIKt16h7a71xtbkv-wUZ0J3N5JrSPLDYz9SvOiBTI0N-OtNmqnYJ1ibAZwlIWMgyBjb9q-Xgt_bCKdIyqIMb6E1zKYB-x8=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xbGpw6mCBG8fq-3nEapPyIG8dTmj3cHC2IQhwSK01G0sfPc5LKREBa4Bpg7Okuo6GCrb9IzLlOb-RM1DkQJgoBjZrmyMh23Ebj25twlJefVfpYZ2iYEpGdK8GKNZO1q9r5LBcXBUmHqjqXe7CYd3XFwpLK0P_KCoenrG1-qElRe19wTSbqT8PeG_C8UgSHOfjuxhdRxHc1BOUpscIXq_f9pNXCSQ-x0Rb31cYfdpTuQUVVB2hkMSJt4cEBQSkDazbdhMaZcA6d1Xgw6D26bqtAhAv8-LzY-hB4qAcEHoqaAY6zfLdWOkDg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xbGpw6mCBG8fq-3nEapPyIG8dTmj3cHC2IQhwSK01G0sfPc5LKREBT85WxZ856zz8fWfYG24eJ5bBnHgqsZm6en8ESOZjz10YFBfRYP91R_Y3Q6bPdrqEofC5uKTw7Vn0pYQKnK8fxoQ0ZOWJVa3hyxpmwxZxkewk8LNsr2Ne-a_03Dt-EpLliNsryqP_tEtp5U6aD_HxTQBcpt5JjSZENQiK0FfMm2pNJkjjKOpZf5tMpWPbDkTtP2rhvEyn8P2rYXNYDm8FOmZxq8j82x4Uhs0fESvL-1Y086eWDzP4OKaxYpfEF8ikw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xbGpw6mCBG8fq-3nEapPyIG8dTmj3cHC2IQhwSK01G0sfPc5LKREBQmroW4IKESWIEEVsk-mAbpL4p_yIy6rwFspkKaL8zlHRyP9MkALTFjeR_OILHeZkL3qfZXvUHC-62Uw1ZcmylqvujWYt92c49MHEqLlyD6NifS_pXzJJCrmz2lSdEW9PmDb8OOm4EM1zhnYYyJJcR3CjG8QSFbNQxZVS2Dv2pgj8rXwUMHOCM39OWzSqajxjSMvAZhWQEELo7ZrG1BdA8cgh_N6bVgk43Q-5S-EHa45_ieZ7QenKn0=&c=&ch=
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REMINDER: GENERAL LIABILITY INSURANCE POLICY

All child care centers must maintain a current commercial liability insurance that includes medical coverage for children in the event of an
accident or injury. The center is responsible for payment of medical expenses for a child injured while in the center's care. The general
liability policy should contain the name of the early learning center, physical address of the center, name of the insurance company, policy
number, the period of coverage, and explanation of the coverage.

For questions, please contact Michelle DeMeulenaere.

DAILY ATTENDANCE RECORDS FOR STAFF, DIRECTORS, AND OWNERS

A daily attendance record must be kept for staff, directors and owners. This record must accurately reflect who is in the center premises at
all times. It should include the first and last name, arrival time, and departure time for all staff, directors and owners.

For questions, please contact Michelle DeMeulenaere.

FOR AFFECTED CENTERS: POST-FLOOD REQUIREMENTS FOR BUSINESSES
A news release from the state Fire Marshal has been posted to provide guidance on re-opening buisnesses post-flood.

FOR AFFECTED CENTERS: FEDERAL ASSISTANCE FOR SMALL BUSINESSES AND CHILD CARE CENTERS

Child care centers that have been affected by the floods should register for FEMA at disasterassistance.gov. Centers may additionally
be eligible for Small Business Assistance to support center clean up and repair. The Department has posted a one-pager with information
on how to access these loans including how to find guidance on the application process.

FOR AFFECTED CENTERS: RESOURCES FOR RESTORING HEALTHY CHILD CARE CENTERS

« Helping to clean and protect child care facilities:
o Child Care Aware has released a newsletter with information on the steps to take to recover a child care facility following a
flood. This provides details on how to clean up flood water and damage, as well as how to prevent mold.
o Guidance on mold prevention for homeowners and renters is available from the Center for Disease Control. The LSU Ag
Center has released information on mold removal for flooded homes and properties.

« Protecting children's health:
o The environmental protection agency has released information on how to protect children when cleaning up a flooded
area.
o The office of Administration for Children and Families has a recorded conference call and resources that provides
information about how to safely clean and repair child care centers for children.

FOR AFFECTED CENTERS: PUBLIC ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM

Private Nonprofit entities interested in applying to the Public Assistance Grant Program are required to complete a Request for
Public Assistance form on Governor's Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP) website
(LouisianaPA.com). This form must be submitted within 30 days of the disaster declaration.

ADDITIONAL FLOOD ASSISTANCE

The Department is diligently working with staff, providers and families to inform them of all resources available. As many of these deadlines
are quickly approaching, please share the list below among your networks.

- Governor's Disaster Resources Page: Resources for flood survivors.

- Disaster Unemployment Assistance: Residents and businesses in 22 parishes have until October 14 to apply for Disaster
Unemployment Assistance. For more information on how to apply or to apply online, please visit the Louisiana Workforce
Commission website.

« Disaster Legal Services: Free legal assistance is available for Louisiana flood victims at 1-800-310-7029

« Apply for FEMA Assistance for Individuals and Households: Individuals and households seeking disaster related
assistance

« Disaster Distress Hotline: If you are experiencing emotional distress due to the storm, call the National Disaster Distress
Helpline at 1-800-985-5990. This toll-free, multilingual, crisis support service is available 24/7 and also available via SMS by texting
TalkWithUs' to 66746
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LEAD AGENCY SUPPORT

WEBINAR - OCTOBER 1 CHILD COUNT

Lead Agencies are required to count all publicly-funded children birth to five attending early childhood programs in their community networks as
of October 1. These counts must be completed by October 31.

To provide support and training to complete the child count, the Department will conduct a webinar on Wednesday, September 28. The
webinar will be recorded.

What: Child Count Webinar for Lead Agencies

When: Wednesday, September 28

Time: 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Link: https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/childcount/

USING CLASS™ FOR COMPASS IN 2016-2017

Local Education Agencies and Charter Organizations are encouraged to use CLASS™ as the rubric for evaluating professional practice of
public school pre-K teachers in all or some of their schools. For more information please see the Compass Choices for Early Childhood
Networks 2016.

LEAs that choose to use CLASS™ as the Teacher Professional Practice Rubric for public school pre-K teachers for 2016-17 must complete
the waiver and return to Compass@la.gov by September 30, 2016.

SETTING UP CLASSROOMS IN THE CLASS SYSTEM and in GOLD®

All classrooms must be set up in the Department CLASS system and in GOLD® by October 1. A few important reminders:

o All programs will be under the Department's GOLD® license this year. If there are any programs that are still operating under their own
license, email lvy Starns as soon as possible.

e Please ensure that all classrooms in publicly-funded sites (infant, toddler, and pre-K) are set up in the GOLD® online system, even if
they do not have publicly-funded children.

e Please ensure that all pre-K and toddler classrooms are set up in the CLASS system.

¢ |f you have any sites without site codes, please email Tara Baylot.

LOCAL CLASS™ OBSERVATIONS

All pre-K and toddler classrooms in publicly-funded sites must be set up in the CLASS system, with observation orders scheduled by
October 1.

Fall observations must be completed by December 15. Enhancements have been made to the CLASS System that allow Lead Agencies to
enter or correct observations that they assign to local observers. Additionally, third party observation scores will now show up in the system.

WEEKLY EARLY CHILDHOOD LEAD AGENCY OFFICE HOURS

The Early Childhood Team is conducting weekly office hours for lead agencies. These calls are an opportunity for lead agency representatives
to call in with any questions they may have about their current work and to hear updates from the Early Childhood Team. These sessions are
typically held every Tuesday from 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Use this information to connect: 1-855-240-2575, PIN: 81774907

Future Office Hours will be held on the following Tuesdays:

e September 27
e October 3
e October 11

WEBINAR - COORDINATED FUNDING REQUEST FOR 2017-2018

Bulletin 140 requires that each Lead Agency submit a Coordinated Funding Request on behalf of their Community Network, requesting seats for
LA 4, NSECD, and pre-K Expansion Grant. The Department will be providing guidance and information for completing the Coordinated Funding
Request through the newsletter.

To provide support and training to complete the Coordinated Funding Request, the Department will conduct a webinar on Wednesday, October
12. The webinar will be recorded.
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What: Coordinated Funding Request Webinar for Lead Agencies

When: Wednesday, October 12

Time: 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Link: https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/coordfundreq/

SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEWSLETTER

If someone you know wishes to subscribe to this newsletter, please click here to subscribe.

LDOE Contacts LDOE Links
John White LDOE Website

State Superintendent of Education Contact Us
(toll-free) 877.453.27 21
Twitter @ LouisianaSupe
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