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Counselor Spotlight 
Open the Door to Your Future: Complete the FAFSA Today!

My name is Tristen Bergholtz, a middle school counselor at Woodlawn Middle
School in East Baton Rouge Parish, and I also serve on the Board for the
Louisiana School Counselor Association as the Middle School Level Vice
President. I'm thrilled to be talking this month about the LDOE's push to
encourage students and their parents to apply for the free money potentially
available for college through FAFSA. 

The LDOE is hosting a six-week campaign to build FAFSA awareness 
amongst students and parents. In addition to the various ways you're working to
engage students and their families in the FAFSA completion process, the

Department is also offering the following resources and programs to help:

 
Social Media

A Facebook page entitled LDOE Financial Aid will serve as a great one-stop-shop for parents
and students to find financial aid information
Students can share their financial aid success stories on an Instagram and Twitter by using the
hashtag #45minutes or @la_believes, and students can encourage other students to complete
the FAFSA because it can be done in as little as 45 minutes. Students are also encouraged to
post pictures of their acceptance letters, scholarship awards, and FAFSA offer letters,

https://www.facebook.com/LaEducation
https://twitter.com/La_Believes
https://www.youtube.com/user/LDEcomm
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/course-choice/financial-aid-calendar-of-events.pdf?sfvrsn=2


Toolkits

The Department has created toolkits for parents and students with numerous FAFSA resources which
can be found on the Department website. Some of the things in the toolkits are:

Videos about how to complete the FAFSA, avoiding common mistakes, and creating a FAFSA
ID
Frequently Asked Questions about smart borrowing, FAFSA completion, and financial aid
Posters, flyers, and brochures to hang up around and give out at school (coming soon)
Social media graphics to promote FAFSA completion (coming soon)

School Level

The Department is asking districts and schools to:

Identify student ambassadors who can help promote the FAFSA campaign on social media and
throughout the school day
Establish a FAFSA room or area in your school where students and parents can complete the
FAFSA and have their questions answered

As the school year winds down and you begin to tie up all of the year's loose ends, let FAFSA be your
graduation gift to your students because an opportunity to an education is the greatest gift you can give.

Tristen Bergholtz, M.Ed

"Education will open doors where none seem to exist." - Mark Mathabane

Career Readiness and Postsecondary Planning
#45minutes Campaign Set For April 3 Kickoff

A new six-week FAFSA social media campaign will be underway on Monday, April 3. Resources will
be available for counselors, parents and students. The goal of the campaign is to encourage higher
FAFSA completion rates through engaging students and counselors.

Included in the resources is a helpful brochure outlining all goals of the campaign, along with the
following videos laying out the FAFSA process.

How to create a FASFA ID
FASFA Walkthrough
Common FASFA Mistakes
After the FASFA
Types of Federal Student Aid
Responsible Borrowing

In an effort to encourage other students to complete forms in a timely fashion, the Department is asking
students to use the social media hashtag #45minutes when posting photos or short videos regarding
positive FAFSA experiences.

LOSFA Student Hub Open for Registration

Recently, LOSFA has had an influx of students registering on the newly launched Student Hub by
visiting the LOSFA website. The Student Hub gives students more options for tracking ward eligibility
and status, and provides easier account maintenance features.

To register, students either need their Louisiana Secure ID (LASECID) (this is the State-issued ID
Number) or their LOSFA ID. When registering under LASECID, students will also need their first and
last name, birthdate, and the high school they attend. When registering under the LOSFAID, students
will only need their first name, last name, and birthdate.

Some students have encountered problems registering for the Student Hub using their LASECID
(Louisiana Secure ID). Upon further research by our Information Technology department, this error
occurs when the State ID field (or SSN for students attending private schools) is populated with all zeros
when transmitted to the Student Transcript System (STS). This prevents us from pulling the students'
data and also prevents the student from registering on the Student Hub with their Louisiana Secure ID.

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses/financialaid
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/course-choice/financial-aid-brochure.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lLi0q7hkFns&index=3&list=PL23B9A23CD8DD82DD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9fSeHK4ceGs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AlARWTi3Y5E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1c1gNefSw78&index=7&list=PL23B9A23CD8DD82DD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AlARWTi3Y5E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mTHtn0FRMWw&list=PL5164CE4355C66FCB&index=
http://www.osfa.la.gov/Student_Hub.htm


By opening this pdf, users can see a list of high schools with affected students. Please note that this list
contains both private and public high schools.

If your high school is listed, LOSFA can provide you with the First and Last Name of the student(s)
affected at your high school. Please send an e-mail to Rhonda.bridevaux@la.gov requesting this
information or if you have additional questions.

Please be advised that without correction, affected students will not be able to register for a Student Hub
account using their LASECID (Louisiana Secure ID), nor will they be processed for TOPS eligibility, as
we will not be able to access their transcript data.

Regional Financial Aid Calendar of Events

The LDOE Regional Financial Aid Calendar of Events informs students, parents,
and schools/districts of upcoming financial aid events in the area. Updated
weekly, the calendar can be accessed by clicking the image on the left or by
visiting the Department's Financial Aid web page. 

School systems who wish to publish financial aid-related events in the calendar
should send the event name, date and time, specific location, and a brief
description to LDEFinancialAid@la.gov.

Register for the Louisiana Governor's Conference on Juvenile Justice

Each year the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Advisory Board hosts a conference that
delivers information regarding the current state of juvenile justice and delinquency prevention in
Louisiana. National and state experts will present information about the current state of the system and
offer solutions to problems facing our juvenile justice professionals.

The 37th Annual Louisiana Governor's Conference on Juvenile Justice will be held in New Orleans
from April 11 through April 13, 2017.  The registration fee is $75.  

Please visit http://www.lajuvenilejustice.org/ to register and get additional information.

Save the Date for the 2017 Teacher Leader Summit

The 2017 Louisiana Teacher Leader Summit will take place June 6-9, 2017, at the New Orleans
Ernest N. Morial Convention Center. This event will bring together 5,000 educators and content experts
from across the state to share their knowledge, learn new skills, and prepare for the upcoming 2017-
2018 school year. The 2017 Teacher Leader Summit Overview includes a tentative agenda for each
day to help schools and school systems plan which educators should attend the Summit. The
Department will share additional information about the Summit throughout April via Teacher Leader
coordinators and the Department's newsletters.

Please contact louisianateacherleaders@la.gov with questions related to the 2017 Teacher Leader
Summit.

Updated 2016-2017 District Support Calendar

The Department has released an updated 2016-2017 District Support Calendar. All new additions or
revisions are highlighted in yellow so districts can easily identify these changes:

Addition of Believe and Prepare Blog and newsletter release dates
Addition of 2017-2018 testing dates
Date change of April Assessment and Accountability Call for Nonpublics
Date change of August-December 2017 and January-June 2018 Assessment and
Accountability calls

Please email districtsupport@la.gov with questions related to this calendar.

http://www.osfa.la.gov/MainSitePDFs/school_list_all_zeros.pdf
mailto:Rhonda.bridevaux@la.gov
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses/financialaidundefined
mailto:LDEFinancialAid@la.gov
http://www.lajuvenilejustice.org/
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/louisiana-teacher-leaders/2017-tl-summit-overview.pdf?sfvrsn=4
mailto:louisianateacherleaders@la.gov
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/school-system-support-calendar.pdf?sfvrsn=108
mailto:districtsupport@la.gov


March2Success Offers Free Assistance

Looking for a way to assist students with
increasing their test scores?  

March2Success prepares students for state
standardized testing, the SAT and ACT
exams, as well as the Armed Services
Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB).

March2Success was created for the United
States Army as a free, public service
resource for students, educators, parents,
and mentors everywhere to assist all with

higher levels of achievement and overall success when preparing for and taking standardized exams.

"Today's education system judges not only students by standardized test results, but also teachers,
principals, superintendents, school districts, and entire state education departments.  We are proud to
be partners in education with our schools and communities", says Lt. Col. Eric Saulsbury, commander
of the Baton Rouge Army Recruiting Battalion. "We ask counselors, teachers and school administrators
to let every student know of this free resource to assist our students to the highest levels of standardized
test achievement, while saving our parents and partnering districts hundreds, if not thousands of dollars
in best preparing their students for their futures," he added.

For more information about March2Success, contact Dr. Jerrick Hornbeak, Battalion Education
Specialist, at 504-758-7000 or jerrick.l.hornbeak.civ@mail.mil. To download resources, visit the
March2Success website.

CLEP Professional Development Opportunity 

The Department is partnering with the College Board to provide a free, pre-conference session at the
2017 ACCUPLACER and CLEP National Conference in New Orleans June 20-22, 2017. The dedicated
pre-conference session highlighting CLEP best practices and Louisiana high schools will be held on
June 20, from 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Pre-conference registration link: https://clepandlouisianahighschools.eventbrite.com
Full conference registration link: https://accuclep-conference.collegeboard.org/

Please email collegereadiness@la.gov with questions.

Spring 2017 AP Exam Fee Program Update

To ensure that all students have access to early college coursework, the Department will provide an
exam fee reimbursement for each 2017 Advanced Placement exam taken by a public school student
who qualifies for the AP exam fee reduction. To be eligible for a low-income test fee reimbursement,
school test coordinators must code "option 1" on each qualifying student's AP answer document. The
Department will reconcile all eligible exams as validated by the College Board and reimburse school
systems in the fall of 2017 via an allocation and grant award notification.

Please email collegereadiness@la.gov with questions.

Registration for LSCA Summer Institute Underway

The Louisiana School Counselor Association's Summer is currently accepting applications. The topic is
Five Strategies for Coping with Trauma and Stress in K-12 Schools and Communities. The workshop
will take place on June 3, 2017 at Xavier University. For more information on fees, or to register, simply
click here.

School Programs and Support  
 
Nominate Outstanding School Support Employees

The Outstanding School Support Employee Awards Program (OSSE) is accepting applications through

mailto:jerrick.l.hornbeak.civ@mail.mil
https://www.march2success.com/
https://accuclep-conference.collegeboard.org
https://clepandlouisianahighschools.eventbrite.com
https://accuclep-conference.collegeboard.org/
mailto:collegereadiness@la.gov
mailto:collegereadiness@la.gov
http://files.constantcontact.com/8ff88295101/4c4a6d14-443f-4071-ad20-029c079d22f9.pdf


April 7, 2017. The Outstanding School Support Employee Awards Program provides an opportunity to
honor an outstanding elementary, middle/junior high, and high school employee who supports and
provides leadership in the operation of non-instructional activities within the school.

If you have any questions, please contact Dana Dauzat at dana.dauzat@la.gov. 

LSCA School Counselor of the Year Deadline Approaching

The awards deadline for the School Counselors of the Year is April 30, 2017. LSCA accepts
nominations for those persons who have made outstanding contributions to school counseling or to
education with special emphasis on the school counseling profession.  LSCA also seeks to identify and
recognize those counselors who are implementing the Comprehensive School Counseling Model. You
can take part by visiting their website.

Youth Challenge Program Seeking Applicants

The Louisiana National Guard Youth Challenge Program is a free, five month
residential alternative school for 16-18 year old males and females that
teaches self-discipline, leadership, and responsibility in a structured
academic setting. All students are assisted by state certified teachers and
work at their own pace to obtain a high school equivalency diploma. Eligible
students are also provided the opportunity to earn up to fifteen hours of college
credit through Bossier Parish Community College or participate in a workforce
training program to earn a basic certification in welding or industrial
manufacturing.

For more information on how to apply, call 1-800-CAMP-KID or visit the Youth Challenge website. You
can also find information on Facebook.

Policy Considerations and Resources   
 
District Test Coordinator and Accountability Contact Announcements and
Reminders

Online Tools Training (OTT): Students and teachers can access the updated OTT via INSIGHT or this
link using the Google Chrome browser. The LEAP and LEAP Practice Test OTTs have been updated to
include technology enhanced items and updated scrolling options.

Nonpublic Student Assessment Participation:  The LEA Process for Testing Nonpublic School Students
document and Participation Form for Nonpublic School Students are now posted in the Assessment
Library. These two documents outline the process for ordering and purchasing tests for LEAP 2025. The
deadline for submission is noon on April 14, 2017.

Parent Guide to the 2017 LEAP Tests

The Department has released the Parent Guide to the 2017 LEAP Tests to support parents in helping
their child prepare for this year's assessments. The guide, available in the Family Support Toolbox,
includes helpful information on test schedules, testing times and resources such as practice tests and
released test items to support student learning at home. Email assessment@la.gov with questions.

Updated ACT Match/No Match Lists

The Department released updated ACT Match/No Match lists via FTP on March 10, 2017. These lists
are used to determine the 12th grade students who have a prior ACT score and can be retested at the
expense of the school system or school and the 12th grade students who must take the ACT during the
spring state test administration or be accountability coded in the ACT online system. It is not necessary
to submit any requests for changes to the lists at this time. There will be a data certification period for

mailto:dana.dauzat@la.gov
http://www.lsca.schoolcounselorawards.org/scoy/
http://www.langycp.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LouisianaYouthChallenge
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/parent-guide-to-the-2017-leap-tests.pdf?sfvrsn=4
mailto:assessment@la.gov


ACT scores in late summer.

Please email assessment@la.gov for more information.

Spring 2017 Individual Student Planning and Diploma Pathway Selection

This year the Department released a guidance document to assist professional middle and high school
counselors in the annual development and review of the Individual Graduation Plan (IGP). School
systems may choose from a variety of platforms for hosting IGPs: district/charter-identified career
planning system, district/charter cumulative folder, or LOSFA's Student Hub.
In spring of 2017, professional school counselors will work with the 2019 cohort to guide the selection of
a diploma pathway aligned with academic and career interests and upload the diploma pathway
selection into the Student Transcript System. The Department will host two webinars to support
professional school counselors with the IGP and diploma pathway selection process.  No preregistration
is required.

Meeting information and webinar link is available at Individual Student Planning and Diploma Pathway
Selection.

Webinar dates and times: Thursday, March 23 from 2:00-2:30 p.m. and Thursday, March 30 from
2:00-2:30 p.m.

Enter the meeting room as a guest and provide your name, then select the "listen only mode" if joining
the meeting via computer or smartphone.

For further assistance, please contact martha.moore@la.gov.

Become an Advanced Placement Reader

Every June, over 15,000 AP teachers and college faculty members from around the world gather to
score the free-response sections of the AP Exams. These AP Readers are led by a Chief Reader--a
college professor who has the responsibility of ensuring that students' responses are scored to
accurately reflect college-level achievement. AP Readers often describe AP Reading as one of the best
professional development experiences available. As an AP Reader you will:

gain an in-depth understanding of the expectations of the AP Exam by scoring student work from
across the world;
use that knowledge to accurately assess your own students' work;
exchange ideas and experiences with other teachers, faculty, and AP Development Committee
members;
earn professional development hours and Continuing Education Units (CEUs).

Please visit the College Board AP Reader web page for more information.

LDOE Contacts
John WhiteJohn White
State Superintendent of Education
877.453.2721 (toll-free) 
Twitter @LouisianaSupe
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