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Counselor Spotlight 
 

Welcome back everyone for another exciting year! My name Is Mr. Royce Hooks Sr., and I 
am your LSCA President for the 2017-2018 year. As we reach for greater heights, I am 
confident that we are going to soar and achieve.  
 
I wanted to begin by saying that I am looking forward to a productive working relationship 
with the LDOE. Each month, I will collaborate with the Department on topics that are 
important to each of you. This partnership aims to be a successful one, with input provided 
in an effort to make your days as worry-free and as productive as possible. 

 
I am a professional school counselor at Edna Karr High School in New Orleans, LA. I’m originally from 
Jacksonville, Florida, and we need to all still pray for those who are in need along the Florida coast, as well as 
many suffering throughout Texas. I attended Iowa State University where I received my Bachelor’s Degree in 
Health and Human Performance. I played collegiate ball as well. I attended Nicholls State University where I 
earned my degree in Counselor Education.  
 
As the heartbeat of our schools, counselors strive to inspire as they set higher goals for their students: regular 
attendance, graduation, and securing scholarships or other financial aid to pursue postsecondary education. As a 
professional school counselor, I think it is important to advocate for our profession and assist in taking our 
profession to the next level. As we strive to elevate awareness of the role of school counselors through advocacy 
on local, state, and national levels, we must stay united. It’s a tough job getting up in the morning to do the good 
work that we do, so we need to continue to do what we do best: inspire and advocate for those who can’t for 
themselves. I look forward to seeing that in practice throughout this academic year. 
 
As a reminder, the LCA Conference is coming up in Baton Rouge at the Crowne Plaza Hotel from September 30 
until October 3, with Financial Aid Month following in October. Time waits for no one, so we professional school 
counselors have our work cut out for us. But we can do it. I look forward to seeing you all at the LCA Conference, 
and here’s to a great year! 
 
Royce Hooks, LPC, PSC 
President, Louisiana School Counselor Association 
 
 

https://www.lacounseling.org/lca/Conference.asp
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Career Readiness and Postsecondary Planning 

Join the Fall Counselor Collaborations 

The Fall 2017 Counselor Collaborations will focus on graduation pathways and financial aid access for all 
students. High school and middle school counselors may attend a collaboration event outside their area if 
necessary but are encouraged to attend one in their area. Please register through Wisdomwhere while space 
is still available. 
 

Date Time Network Location 

10/3/17 9:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m.  A Bossier Instructional Center, Bossier 

10/3/17 1:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m.  A Sabine Parish School Board Office, Many 

10/10/17 10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.  A Ouachita Parish Student Support Services, West Monroe 

10/10/17 9:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m.  C Treen Technology Center, Mandeville 

10/11/17 1:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m.  A Avoyelles Parish Media Center, Marksville 

10/12/17 9:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m.  C LSDVI, Baton Rouge 

10/17/17 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.  B Acadia Parish Educational Center, Crowley 

10/19/17 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.  B St. Charles Schools Professional Learning Center, Luling 

 
Please email stephanie.marcum@la.gov with questions related to this event. 

2017 College Board Fall Counselor Workshop 

To encourage growth of AP® programs statewide, the Department is inviting school counselors to participate in 
the 2017 College Board Fall Counselor Workshop.  Registration will be available on site.   
 

Date: September 22, 2017  
Time: 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 
Location: University of Louisiana at Lafayette, Student Union, Second Floor  

 
Please contact rcurtis@collegeboard.org with questions related to this event. 

CLEP® in Louisiana Webinar 

The College Board is offering the webinar, “CLEP in Louisiana,” to provide an overview of the College-Level 
Examination Program (CLEP®) and to share information on the following topics: 

 Understanding the benefits of CLEP; 

 Opening a CLEP Test Center; 

 Promoting the CLEP test; and 

 Using CLEP resources. 
 
System and school site administrators and testing coordinators are encouraged to register for one of the following 
dates and times using access code CLEP17la: 

 Monday, September 25 at 3:00 p.m. 

 Friday, September 28 at 9:00 a.m. 
 

https://www.solutionwhere.com/WW/Aspx/Public/Search/ShowCourse.aspx?courseNum=4652&cId=83&pCId=0
mailto:stephanie.marcum@la.gov
mailto:rcurtis@collegeboard.org
https://clep.collegeboard.org/
https://clep.collegeboard.org/
https://collegeboardtraining.webex.com/collegeboardtraining/j.php?MTID=m4ad47176b83c00f433636ca927abdcd6
https://collegeboardtraining.webex.com/collegeboardtraining/j.php?MTID=m9f89846b58ae5752faa9ce59cb8b8339
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Please email highschoolacademics@la.gov for more information. 

2017 Louisiana Counseling Association Annual Conference 

The Louisiana Counseling Association will hold its annual conference October 1–3, 2017, at the Crown Plaza 
Hotel in Baton Rouge. This year's theme is Mentoring: Enriching and Empowering Relationships. Preregistration 
is closed, but participants may register on site beginning Saturday, September 30. Counselors are encouraged to 
attend to get the latest information in the field and earn Continuing Education Units (CEUs).  
 
Please visit https://www.lacounseling.org/lca/Registration.asp to register. 

CTE Leadership Academy for Current and Aspiring CTE Leaders 

Please share this information with current, new, and aspiring career and technical education (CTE) 
leaders.   
 
A team of experienced CTE supervisors has collaborated with the Department to launch the new Louisiana CTE 
Leadership Academy. On November 6, 7, and 8, 2017, CTE Supervisors and Jump Start Leadership Team 
members will hold nine regional meetings to describe the different features of the CTE Leadership Academy. 
Topics include  

 CTE Leadership Training: elite nine-day program for current and aspiring CTE leaders to earn full 
leadership certification 

 CTE Leadership Academy Badges system: CTE leaders earn mastery badges on critical Jump Start 
implementation topics 

 
Please visit the Louisiana CTE Leadership Academy to learn more and to register for the November regional 
leadership meeting nearest you, or email jumpstart@la.gov with any questions. 

Regional Financial Aid 2017–2018 Calendar of Events  

The LDOE has updated the 2017–2018 Regional Financial Aid Calendar of Events to inform students, parents, 
and schools/districts of upcoming financial aid events in the area. The calendar, along with other helpful financial 
aid resources, can be accessed by visiting the Department's Financial Aid web page.  
 
The calendar is updated weekly. Schools, systems, and institutions may submit financial aid-related events to be 
published on the web calendar.  Please send the event name, date, time, location, and a brief description to 
LDEfinancialaid@la.gov. 

NCCER Training Calendar 

Please bookmark the link to the National Center for Construction Education and Research (NCCER) training 
calendar to look for NCCER training opportunities available throughout the state. 

NCAA News 

Please see these reminders from the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA): 
 

 High schools will receive reminder task emails until transcripts have been submitted for all students listed 
as NCAA registrants. High schools send transcripts for any registrants who have completed six semesters 
of high school.  

file:///C:/Users/Charlotte/Desktop/Clients/Department%20of%20Education/highschoolacademics@la.gov
https://www.lacounseling.org/lca/Registration.asp
http://www.lacteleaders.com/
http://www.lacteleaders.com/
http://www.lacteleaders.com/
https://www.lacteleaders.com/register
mailto:jumpstart@la.gov
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses/financialaid
mailto:LDEfinancialaid@la.gov
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=3550svjhdccmuogdi0nstdpheo@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Chicago&pli=1
http://www.ncaa.org/
http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/transcripts
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 Students have agreed to the release of official transcripts to the NCAA Eligibility Center when they accept 
the terms and conditions during their NCAA registration. Please see the NCAA Transcripts page for more 
information. 

 Counselors may add courses, archive those no longer taught, and change titles of NCAA courses in the 
High School Portal.  

 High school student athletes, parents, coaches, and counselors can find NCAA’s updated resources for 
the 2017-18 school year on the Educational Resources page.  

 

School Programs and Support 

Guidance on Student Fees 

House Resolution 183 of 2017 requests all public school governing authorities, including local school boards and 
charter school governing boards, to enact and publish policies relative to student fees. Please refer to the 
Department guidance document if your governing board has not yet enacted and published these policies.  
 
Please email erin.bendily@la.gov for more information. 

Louisiana Workforce Commission/Office of Workforce Development: Engaging Out-of-
School Youth 

Under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act of 2014, Workforce Development Boards (WDB) and the 
Louisiana Workforce Commission (LWC) are responsible for administering youth services to eligible out-of-school 
youth, ages 16 through 24. LWC provides a list of federally funded options for students exiting your school district. 
 
Cooperative Endeavor Agreements have been established to provide opportunities and services to drop-outs or 
out-of-school youth between WDBs and the following local school districts:   
 

Avoyelles 
Caldwell 
Catahoula 
Claiborne 
Concordia 
Desoto 
East Carroll 
Franklin 

Grant 
Jackson 
LaSalle 
Madison 
Monroe City 
Morehouse 
Natchitoches 
Ouachita 

Rapides 
Richland 
Tensas 
Union 
West Baton Rouge 
West Carroll 
Winn 

 
Through its Outreach Team, LWC will coordinate with LEAs to contact students in your school district expected to 
exit under codes 1, 2, 11, 12, 13, 17, 18, 34, 44, or 97.   
 
For more information, please contact Herbert B. Dixon, Outreach Director at the Louisiana Workforce 
Commission, at (318) 709-0635 or HDixon@lwc.la.gov. 

Youth Challenge News 

The Louisiana National Guard has introduced new enrollment options for the 2017-2018 school year. Options are 

aimed at assisting students to stay enrolled, and an HISET Pathway is in place with Course Choice and Credit 

Recovery pathways set to launch. 

For more information, please visit the Youth Challenge Program web site or email megan.d.ready.nfg@mail.mil. 

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/transcripts
https://web3.ncaa.org/hsportal/exec/homeAction
http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/educational-resources
file:///C:/Users/Charlotte/Desktop/Clients/Department%20of%20Education/erin.bendily@la.gov
file:///C:/Users/Charlotte/Desktop/Clients/Department%20of%20Education/HDixon@lwc.la.gov
http://www.langycp.com/
file:///C:/Users/Charlotte/Desktop/megan.d.ready.nfg@mail.mil

