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April 13, 2017                                                           

IN THIS ISSUE:
Superintendent's Message
Teaching and Learning
Child Safety and Welfare
Lead Agency Support
 

SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE
Dear Colleagues,

A year ago I wrote to you to discuss the importance of using high quality curriculum and to announce the Child Care Curriculum Initiative.
Quality curriculum helps teachers to support children to learn and grow by providing easy-to-use content and activities. Research shows
that children are more likely to enter school prepared for success if their early childhood programs use high quality curriculum and
assessments. Yet at the time only 40% of publicly-funded early childhood sites reported using a high quality curriculum.
 
To address this, the state conducted a process to review all commonly-used curriculum and to dedicate several million dollars to
reimbursing child care centers for the purchase of high quality curriculum. Now more than half of sites - school, Head Start and child
care - have indicated that they are using quality curriculum, including more than 110 child care centers that have participated in the Child
Care Curriculum Initiative. These centers have completed Curriculum 101 training, worked with their resource and referral agency to
identify the best options and are being reimbursed for 80% of the cost up to $4,000. And these directors are telling us that they can
already see the difference in their classrooms.
 
It's not too late to put a high quality curriculum in place for this year. As a reminder, all publicly-funded school, Head Start and child care
sites must be using a high quality or Tier I curriculum by May 31, 2017 to order to earn the highest distinction (three stars) on the
2016-2017 Performance Profiles. If you want to participate in the Child Care Curriculum Initiative, please contact your resource and
referral agency. For any other questions about curriculum, please contact Mary Jo Smith. 

And as always, thank you for all you do for our children.
 
John
 
John White
Louisiana Department of Education
Twitter @LouisianaSupe   

TEACHING AND LEARNING
SAVE THE DATE - JUNE TEACHER LEADER SUMMIT

Please save the date for the 2017 Teacher Leader Summit in New Orleans at the Morial Convention Center. Early Childhood sessions
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will take place on Wednesday,  June 6 and Thursday, June 7 . An Early Childhood track will feature interactive sessions focusing on
improvement efforts at the class, program and/or community level. 

Additional information about the Teacher Leader Summit will be shared through lead agencies and future editions of the Early Childhood
Connection Newsletter. 

2015-2016 LOUISIANA EARLY CHILDHOOD FAMILY SURVEY
Through a unique public-private partnership in 2016, the Department worked with United Way of Southeast Louisiana and its Women's
Leadership Council to conduct the first-of-its-kind statewide survey of families. More than 2,500 families participated in the survey,
which asked questions about the quality of the early childhood program their child attends and about the process to enroll in the program.
 Families provided key insights on their experiences with publicly-funded early childhood programs, and their responses showed that while
families are satisfied with their early childhood providers, there are still improvements to be made. Practice performance profiles reflected
family satisfaction at the community level, and the Early Childhood Family Survey Report provides additional statewide trends and
takeaways.

2016-2017 EARLY CHILDHOOD LEAD TEACHER SURVEY 

For the second year, the Department is conducting the annual statewide Early Childhood Lead Teacher Survey. This survey was emailed
to all early childhood lead teachers in publicly-funded sites through their GOLD® accounts. The Department is asking that all early
childhood Lead Teachers in publicly-funded sites complete this brief online survey that measure levels of teacher satisfaction with the
training or supports available to them. Note that individual results of the survey are confidential and will never be shared with programs or
Community Networks. Teachers are asked to complete the survey by May 15.

Please email any questions to nasha.patel@la.gov.

EARLY CHILDHOOD ANCILLARY CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS- PROFESSIONAL TRAINING FOR CHILD
CARE TEACHERS 
In order to support child care teachers to earn their Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate, the Department has been working with
teacher preparation programs to offer high-quality Child Development Associate (CDA) coursework.
 
Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate Programs are teacher preparation programs for lead-teachers that have not yet completed the
majority of their CDA training. Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate Programs prepare teachers to complete their CDA, as well as provide
practice experiences, including coaching and preparation for  CLASSTM observations.  Individuals who qualify for Louisiana Pathways
Scholarships may receive tuition support. There are currently 11 BESE-approved Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate Programs that
will be enrolling for summer or fall.
 
For questions, please contact Erin Carroll. 

NEW OPTIONAL FEATURES FOR GOLD® 

Beginning this week, Teaching Strategies will add two new optional features to the GOLD ®  system.  Teachers can now include School
Readiness Goals as well as a customized time of day when accessing the Weekly Planning Form (under the "Planning" tab).  
 
An optional summer checkpoint will be added to GOLD ® .  This will accommodate programs that want a fourth checkpoint (example: for
federal reporting or tracking children's progress over the summer months). The optional checkpoint must be finalized by July 15, 2017.

All programs serving publicly-funded children must still complete the three required checkpoint periods all publicly-funded children for
October, February and May. 

FUNDING AND ENROLLMENT
 
CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE SUMMER CARE

In an effort to expedite transition of services from part time to full time for school aged children during the summer, the Louisiana
Department of Education Childcare Assistance Program (CCAP) has implemented the Summer Care Rate and Availability form. This
form must be completed by clients and providers in order for school aged children to be authorized to receive full time CCAP funds during
the summer. These forms must be returned to the department by Monday, May 15, 2017 to ensure there is no interruption of service
authorizations. 

Please contact LDECCAP@la.gov  with additional questions. 
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CHILD SAFETY AND WELFARE
REMINDER ABOUT WARM WEATHER AND CHILDREN IN VEHICLES 

Warm weather is here and temperatures inside vehicles rise quickly.  Licensed early learning centers are required to conduct visual
passenger checks of all vehicles used to transport children to ensure that no child is left in the vehicle.  A staff person must physically
walk through the vehicle and inspect all seat surfaces, under all seats, and in all enclosed spaces and recesses in the vehicles interior. 
The visual inspection should be completed for the vehicle(s) that are provided by the center, contractual arrangement, or parent provided. 
The regulations can be viewed on the Department's website in the Licensing section.

For questions call your consultant at 225-342-9905  or email  LDElicensing.

PRACTICE DRILLS
Twice a year, providers shall conduct and document practice drills for the scenarios in their emergency plan such as shelter in place,
lockdown, evacuations, chemical spills, hurricane, flooding, train derailment, bomb threat, etc... ( BESE Bulletin 137, §1921.A.11 Practice
Drills) .

If you have more than one drill that requires evacuation, then the center shall evacuate the building once and note that the drill was
conducted.  If evacuation is required, you should evacuate the building.   Centers do not have to go to your alternate location during
practice drills.  For example, in a given center, the emergency plan may state that the center will evacuate the building for a fire and a
bomb threat.  The center must then conduct a drill to evacuate the building and document the drill was conducted for a fire drill and a
bomb threat.  The evacuation forms may be found in the Quality Provider Library .

For questions call your consultant at 225-342-9905  or e-mail LDElicensing.

STATE EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS - CCDF ANNUAL NOTICE - LEVEL 1

The Department would like to remind centers to be prepared for hurricanes and other regional disasters. If an emergency covers a large
area such as a parish or region of the state, the Department will closely monitor conditions out of concern for your safety and for the
safety of the children and families you serve.

Please know that should the Department determine your center to be included in a parish or region affected by a disaster, your
license/certification may be suspended until you obtain post disaster approval and submit the required Re-Opening Form to the
Department.

For more information about emergency preparedness and the CCDF Annual Notice-Level 1, please visit the Department's Emergency
Preparedness page .

For additional questions, please call your consultant at 225-342-9905  or e-mail Michelle Demeulenaere .

LEAD AGENCY SUPPORT
 
WEEKLY EARLY CHILDHOOD LEAD AGENCY OFFICE HOURS TO RESUME
 
The Early Childhood team will resume conducting weekly office hours for lead agencies. These calls are an opportunity for lead agency
representatives to call in with any questions about current work and to hear updates from the Early Childhood Team.  These sessions are
typically held every Tuesday from 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
 
Use this information to connect: 
1-855-240-2575  and 
PIN:81774907.
 
Future Office Hours will be held on the following Tuesdays:

April 18
April 25

OTHER
BELIEVE AND PREPARE: EARLY CHILDHOOD- HEARING FROM COHORT 1
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Believe and Prepare: Early Childhood Cohort 1 programs have been selected to feature their work in Ed Week's Career Corner blog.
These innovative teacher preparation programs will be highlighted throughout the month of April. Check out the blog entries below to learn
more about the experiences of the teachers, directors, and program instructors within these Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate
programs. Additional blog entries will be added throughout the month.
 

Rethinking Child Care Teacher Preparation in Louisiana by Kendra Barnes, coach and trainer at the Teacher Institute,
Volunteers of America Greater Baton Rouge
Learning Lessons for the Classroom: Attending an Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate Program by Hillary Walston,
candidate in the Children's Coalition Institute at the Children's Coalition for Northeast Louisiana

 
LOUISIANA TO SUBMIT ESSA PLAN ON APRIL 15
 
The Department will submit its  ESSA plan to the U.S. Department of Education on April 15 as directed by BESE during their March 29
board meeting. During this meeting, the board directed the Department to prepare rules and regulations for them to consider at their June
20 meeting that would make this plan effective in Louisiana.
 
This will allow Louisiana to seek federal input on its draft plan while conducting nearly three additional months of discussion on the
changes to policies related to accountability and intervention.
 
For questions, please email  essalouisiana@la.gov. 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEWSLETTER
 
If someone you know wishes to subscribe to this newsletter, please click here to subscribe.   

LDOE Contacts 
John White 
State Superintendent of Education 
(toll-free)  877.453.2721   
Twitter @LouisianaSupe

LDOE Links
LDOE Website
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