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SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE
Dear Colleagues,

This week marks Teacher Appreciation week in Louisiana. On behalf of the hundreds of thousands of Louisiana children and families you
impact, I wanted to express our gratitude to our early childhood teachers.
 
Around the state, sites and schools are recognizing the important work that teachers do every day. Children are bringing gifts, parents are
saying thank you and leaders are taking to time to appreciate the incredibly hard work of teaching - supporting young children at every
stage in their development, helping them learn new things and showing them that they are loved and they can thrive.
 
Early childhood teachers in Louisiana should be especially appreciated as they have experienced much change in recent years. As a
profession, our early childhood teachers have stepped up to higher expectations. Nearly 3,000 teachers have earned the Early Childhood
Ancillary Certificate. More teachers have bachelor's degrees than ever before. And teachers are continuing to improve their practice, using
new tools like assessment and curriculum. 
 
Please join me in thanking our teachers. They make a tremendous impact every day by helping prepare all Louisiana children for
kindergarten. 

And as always, thank you for all you do for our children.
 
John
 
John White
Louisiana Department of Education
Twitter @LouisianaSupe   

TEACHING AND LEARNING
SAVE THE DATE - JUNE TEACHER LEADER SUMMIT
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Please save the date for the 2017 Teacher Leader Summit in New Orleans at the Morial Convention Center. Early Childhood sessions

will take place on Tuesday,  June 6 and Wednesday, June 7 . An Early Childhood track will feature interactive sessions focusing on
improvement efforts at the class, program and/or community level. 

Additional information about the Teacher Leader Summit will be shared through lead agencies and future editions of the Early Childhood
Connection Newsletter. 

PREPARATION FOR COMPLETING THIRD (FINAL) CHECKPOINT IN GOLD® 

By mid-May, teachers should begin finalizing their final Checkpoints in order to meet the May 31  deadline. 
 
Teaching Strategies ® offers an array of resources on this process including Quick Start Guides for Teachers and Administrators available
to anyone with an account through the "Help?" feature. For additional resources and guidance about the checkpoint process, please visit 
Teaching Strategies ®  GOLD® checkpoints support.

Administrators can review the status of finalized Checkpoints for their classes in order to provide support for their teachers by accessing
the Assessment Status Report (located under the Checkpoint tab).

CLASS TM  OBSERVATION DEADLINE 
All pre-K and toddler classrooms in publicly-funded sites must have their spring 2017 observations completed and entered into the portal
by May 15. All error correction forms must be submitted by May 19. For questions about submitting observations in the portal or
completing error correction forms, please email Tara Baylot. 
 
2016-2017 LOUISIANA EARLY CHILDHOOD FAMILY SURVEY
Following the successful  Early Childhood Family Survey in 2015-2016 , the Department is continuing its unique public-private
partnership United Way of Southeast Louisiana to conduct the second annual Early Childhood Family Survey. Programs that are sampled
to participate in the paper version of the survey will begin receiving survey packets over the next few weeks, and are requested to provide
these surveys to their families of publicly-funded children. More information about the online version of the 2016-2017 Early Childhood
Family Survey will be provided to all publicly-funded programs in the next few weeks as well through lead agencies.
 
As it did last year, the survey features questions about the quality of the early childhood program their child attends and about the
process to enroll in the program.  Family insights on their experiences with publicly-funded early childhood programs are critical to the
work of implementing Act 3, and the Departments asks that programs encourage families to complete the survey this year. Surveys must
be completed by May 26.

2016-2017 EARLY CHILDHOOD LEAD TEACHER SURVEY 

For the second year, the Department is conducting the annual statewide Early Childhood Lead Teacher Survey. This survey was emailed
to all early childhood lead teachers in publicly-funded sites through their GOLD® accounts. The Department is asking that all early
childhood Lead Teachers in publicly-funded sites complete this brief online survey that measure levels of teacher satisfaction with the
training or supports available to them. Note that individual results of the survey are confidential and will never be shared with programs or
Community Networks. Teachers are asked to complete the survey by May 15.

Please email any questions to Nasha Patel.

FUNDING AND ENROLLMENT
 
CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE SUMMER CARE

In an effort to expedite transition of services from part time to full time for school aged children during the summer, the Louisiana
Department of Education Childcare Assistance Program (CCAP) has implemented the Summer Care Rate and Availability form. This
form must be completed by clients and providers in order for school aged children to be authorized to receive full time CCAP funds during
the summer. These forms must be returned to the department by Monday, May 15, to ensure there is no interruption of service
authorizations. 

Please contact LDECCAP@la.gov  with additional questions. 

http://teachingstrategies.com/support/gold-checkpoints-support/
mailto:tara.baylot@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/family-survey-report.pdf?sfvrsn=4
mailto:nasha.patel@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/child-care-providers/summer-care-rate-and-availability-form.pdf?sfvrsn=2
mailto:LDECCAP@la.gov
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CHILD SAFETY AND WELFARE
STUFFED ANIMALS OR BLANKETS WITH PACIFIERS ATTACHED
Stuffed animals or blankets with pacifiers attached should not be placed in an infant crib (Bulletin137, §1907. Furnishings and
Equipment).  Infant cribs shall be free of toys and other soft items while the child is in the crib.

For questions call your consultant at 225-342-9905  or e-mail LDElicensing.

TEETHING NECKLACES
The American Academy of Pediatrics does not recommend that infants wear teething necklaces.  Suffocation is the leading cause of
death for children under a year old and among the top five causes of death form children between the ages of one and four.  While in an
early learning center, nothing should be placed around the neck or attached to the clothing of a child, this includes teething necklaces
(Bulletin 137, §1911.G. Care of Children).

For questions call your consultant at 225-342-9905  or e-mail  LDElicensing .

GROUP SIZE 

Group size is the number of children assigned to a teacher or a team of teachers occupying an individual classroom or well defined space
within a large classroom.  The group size requirements ( Bulletin 137,  §1711. N. Maximum Group Size) have been updated to reflect the
new group size and can be found on the  Louisiana Believes website .

For questions call your consultant at 225-342-9905  or email  LDElicensing.

REMINDER ABOUT WARM WEATHER AND CHILDREN IN VEHICLES 

Warm weather is here and temperatures inside vehicles rise quickly.  Licensed early learning centers are required to conduct visual
passenger checks of all vehicles used to transport children to ensure that no child is left in the vehicle.  A staff person must physically
walk through the vehicle and inspect all seat surfaces, under all seats, and in all enclosed spaces and recesses in the vehicles interior. 
The visual inspection should be completed for the vehicle(s) that are provided by the center, contractual arrangement, or parent
provided.   The regulations can be viewed on the Department's website in the Licensing section.

For questions call your consultant at 225-342-9905  or email   LDElicensing.

LEAD AGENCY SUPPORT
 
WEEKLY EARLY CHILDHOOD LEAD AGENCY OFFICE HOURS TO RESUME
 
The Early Childhood team conducts weekly office hours for lead agencies. These calls are an opportunity for lead agency representatives
to call in with any questions about current work and to hear updates from the Early Childhood Team.  These sessions are typically held
every Tuesday from 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
 
Use this information to connect: 
1-855-240-2575  and 
PIN:81774907.
 
Future Office Hours will be held on the following Tuesdays:

May 16
May 23

OTHER
EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL - MAY 24
 
The next Early Childhood Care and Education Advisory Council meeting will take place on 
Wednesday, May 24 at 1 p.m.  The meeting will be held in the Claiborne Building, 1201 N. 3rd Street, Baton Rouge, LA.

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/early-childhood/child-care-and-development-fund-licensing
mailto:ldelicensing@la.gov
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mailto:ldelicensing@la.gov
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/early-childhood/child-care-and-development-fund-licensing
mailto:ldelicensing@la.gov
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This meeting is open to the public and can be live streamed. Please click  here  for directions on accessing live streamed meetings.

BELIEVE AND PREPARE: EARLY CHILDHOOD- HEARING FROM COHORT 1
 
Believe and Prepare: Early Childhood Cohort 1 programs have been selected to feature their work in  Ed Week's Career Corner blog.
These innovative teacher preparation programs will be highlighted throughout the month of April. Check out the blog entries below to learn
more about the experiences of the teachers, directors, and program instructors within these  Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate
programs. Additional blog entries will be added throughout the month.
 

Rethinking Child Care Teacher Preparation in Louisiana by Kendra Barnes, coach and trainer at the Teacher Institute,
Volunteers of America Greater Baton Rouge
Learning Lessons for the Classroom: Attending an Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate Program by Hillary Walston,
candidate in the Children's Coalition Institute, Children's Coalition for Northeast Louisiana
Directors' Perspective: Improving Teacher Preparation for Early Learning Centers by Kim Duncan, Northwestern State
University Gateways Program
Starting Something New: Taking a Fresh Approach to Child Care Teacher Preparation by JoAnn Clarey, CDA
Enhanced Experience Coordinator, Agenda for Children

SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEWSLETTER
 
If someone you know wishes to subscribe to this newsletter, please click here to subscribe.   

LDOE Contacts 
John White 
State Superintendent of Education 
(toll-free)  877.453.2721   
Twitter @LouisianaSupe

LDOE Links
LDOE Website
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