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SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE
Dear Colleagues,

For more than five years, we have been working together to prepare all Louisiana children for kindergarten. We now face a new and
daunting challenge - the creation of a wait list for new applicants to the Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP). Although it is
disappointing to turn away working families who would otherwise be eligible, the only alternative would be a step backwards such as cut
in the funds for participating families. Considering all the work you have done to raise the bar for early childhood, this would not be fair to
families or child care providers. We have unified our child care, Head Start and pre-K programs, established a common way of evaluating
programs for families, leaders and communities, supported quality improvement and addressed inequities in funding and resources. In
doing so, we have run up against a challenge greater than us - the lack of funding for child care in our state.
 
By creating a wait list, we can highlight this challenge. We can help reveal the true demand for quality child care from deserving low-
income families that are working or in school.  And who, like any working mom or dad, want more than anything for their children to be in
a safe, loving program that prepares their children for kindergarten.
 
In recognition of the hard work that you all do every day, we wanted to raise awareness about this issue. Our Assistant Superintendent,
Jenna Conway, wrote a Letter to the Editor of The Advocate to call on our state to do more for working families and children. 
 
We are committed to doing all we can to improve opportunities for our child care providers, our working families and, most importantly, our
at-risk children. In the interim, we are also working hard to support families and providers during this difficult time. Please see below for
new resources for those impacted by the wait list. 

And as always, thank you for all you do for our children.
 
John
 
John White
Louisiana Department of Education
Twitter @LouisianaSupe   

TEACHING AND LEARNING
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BELIEVE AND PREPARE: EARLY CHILDHOOD COHORT 3 REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS

The Louisiana Department of Education has released a Request for Applications for Believe and Prepare: Early Childhood Cohort 3. 
This application is for new or existing university or non-university preparation programs that are interested in designing an Early Childhood
Ancillary Certificate Program to train and support child care teachers.
 
Programs that are selected for Believe and Prepare: Early Childhood Cohort 3 will receive grant funding and technical assistance to
develop a proposal for an Early Childhood Ancillary Program. Believe and Prepare: Early Childhood Cohort 3 applicants are required to
collaborate with their local Early Childhood Community Network on the development of their application.
 
Teacher preparation programs that are interested in applying must submit a Notice of Intent by completing a short survey, located  here ,
no later than Friday, July 14 . Programs that are applying are asked to attend an in-person Application Proposal Workshop at 1 p.m.
on July 24 in Baton Rouge.
 
The Believe and Prepare: Early Childhood Cohort 3 application can be found here.

Please send any questions to  BelieveAndPrepare@la.gov . 

2017-2018 CURRICULUM INITIATIVE 

In 2016-2017 child care centers were able to choose instructional materials that best meet the needs of the children and families they
serve. The Department supported programs in identifying curricula appropriate for children age birth to five that are grounded in helping
teachers provide quality interactions and instruction by rating and reviewing early childhood curriculum. 
 
Through the first Child Care Curriculum Initiative grant, child care centers were eligible to receive reimbursement for a portion of the
costs of a Tier I curriculum. Over 200 child care centers have benefited from this grant. The Department is committed to supporting
teachers in the classroom by continuing this initiative for Type III child care centers for the 2017-2018 school year. Centers that purchased
curricula last school year will be allowed to purchase up to two additional curriculum kits this year. Centers are encouraged to consult with
their local Child Care Resource and Referral Agency before purchasing curricula.

For more information, child care centers should reach out to their Resource and Referral Agency or to  Mary Jo Smith.

INFORMATION FOR CDA PROGRAMS AND TRAINERS-  WEBINAR 
 
Individuals and programs that currently train child care teachers for the CDA, offered by the Council for Professional Recognition, are
invited to attend a webinar on Friday, July 7 at 12 p.m.
 
This webinar will provide information regarding the process and timeline for becoming a BESE-approved Early Childhood Ancillary
Certificate Program. Additional details about the Believe and Prepare: Early Childhood grant opportunity will be provided. Please send any
questions to Erin Carroll.  
 
Webinar information:

Date: Friday, July 7
Time: 12 p.m.
Link: https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/ecancillary/

NEW PILOT OF ABBREVIATED VERSIONS OF GOLD ®
 

All early childhood programs have the opportunity to pilot a shorter, more streamlined version of GOLD® in 2017-2018. This will provide
pre-K, Head Start, and child care centers the ability to finalize checkpoints, track progress, and run reports but will include fewer
indicators and objectives. This is a voluntary statewide pilot, and participation is not required.
 
The Department will pilot two abbreviated versions of GOLD®:

Version 1: For infants through one-year-olds
Version 2: For two- through four-year-olds
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Sites have the opportunity to choose between the full, comprehensive version of the tool and the pilot of the streamlined version.  For a
site to participate in the pilot, all classrooms in the site must use the abbreviated version of the tool.

Each site, including schools, Head Start, and child care centers have until August 4 to opt into the pilot via the online  survey .
 
For more information, please contact  Nasha Patel.

FUNDING AND ENROLLMENT
CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM WAITLIST

Due to increased demand and insufficient funding, the Department has created a wait list for the Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP).
As of July 1, all new, eligible families who apply for CCAP, will be subject to a wait list. Completed applications will be processed in the
order they are received. Please note that this will not affect families currently participating in CCAP.
 
If you have any additional questions please visit the  Louisiana Department of Education Child Care Assistance Program website.

The following resources have been released to provide additional information on the CCAP Waitlist: 

CCAP Wait List One Pager
CCAP Waitlist Webinar
CCAP Wait List Family Resource Checklist
CCAP Wait List FAQs

Please remember you may submit your verification documents to CCAP via email  (LDECCAP@la.gov), fax (225-342-3906  or
225-376-6060 ) or by mail to, PO BOX 260037, Baton Rouge, LA 70826.

CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SUMMER TRAININGS
The Louisiana Department of Education Child Care Assistance Program has scheduled a series of summer trainings that will address
recent updates within the program including the launch of the CCAP Wait List, which went into effect July 1, 2017.
 

CCAP Summer Training Schedule
Shreveport Tuesday July 11, 2017

12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
NSU Child and Family Network
1800 Warrington Place
Shreveport, LA 71101

Baton Rouge Thursday July 20, 2017
12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Louisiana Resource Center for
Educators (LRC)
5550 Florida Blvd.
Baton Rouge, LA

Monroe Tuesday August 1, 2017
12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Children's Coalition
1363 Louisville Avenue
Monroe, LA 71201

Calcasieu Thursday August 3, 2017
12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Calcasieu School Board Office
1618 Mill St.
Lake Charles, LA 70601

Lafayette Tuesday August 8, 2017
12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Clifton Chenier Center
220 W. Willow St.
Lafayette, LA 70501

New Orleans Thursday August 10, 2017
12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Parkview Baptist Church
6301 Camphor Street
Metairie, LA 70003

Baton Rouge Friday August 11, 2017
12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Claiborne Building
1201 N. Third St.
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

 

CHILD SAFETY AND WELFARE
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CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS AND CHILD TO STAFF RATIOS 
At no time should any person without a completed satisfactory fingerprint-based criminal background check (CBC) be in an early learning
center.  During a licensing visit, if any person is found to be working or visiting at the early learning center without a completed
satisfactory fingerprint-based CBC, that person will be asked to leave the center.

For questions, call your consultant at 225-342-9905  or e-mail LDElicensing.

NOTIFYING CHILD WELFARE
In addition to notifying the Division of Licensing, early learning centers should report witnessed and re-accounted occurrences of physical
abuse, sexual abuse, neglect, maltreatment from a parent, another child etc., to Child Welfare. These instances should be reported
regardless of the relationship to the child.

For More Information please visit the Department of Social Services website.

To report suspected child abuse, call 1-855-4LA-KIDS  (1-855-452-5437 ) toll free 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

PREVENTING CONTACT WITH HAZARDS
If your center has a kitchen that has no doors or if children that pass the kitchen are able to access the kitchen with no barrier, hazards
may be accessible to children. Please be mindful of this and make sure children are supervised appropriately at all times.

For questions call your consultant at 225-342-9905  or email  LDElicensing.  

OTHER
 
EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL - JULY 19
 
The next Early Childhood Care and Education Advisory Council meeting will take place on 
Wednesday, July 19 at 1 p.m. The meeting will be held in the Claiborne Building, 1201 N. 3rd Street, Baton Rouge, LA.
 
This meeting is open to the public and can be live streamed. Please click here for directions on accessing live streamed meetings. 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEWSLETTER
 
If someone you know wishes to subscribe to this newsletter, please click here to subscribe.   

LDOE Contacts 
John White 
State Superintendent of Education 
(toll-free)  877.453.2721   
Twitter @LouisianaSupe

LDOE Links
LDOE Website

Contact Us
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