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SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE
Dear Colleagues,
 
As the holidays approach, our days are busy with wrapping up 2017 and preparing for next year. Communities around the state are 
beginning to plan for the work that will be completed at the start of 2018. 

Last week, every lead agency received the information and template needed to begin developing their Coordinated Enrollment Plan. The 
Coordinated Enrollment Plan is a follow-up to the initial planning that was done as a part of the Coordinated Funding Request, which the 
Department received from all communities on December 1. 

Over the next two months, lead agencies will work with their local community network to develop a strong plan for  coordinating enrollment
for all of their publicly-funded birth-to-five programs. Through the Coordinated Enrollment Plan, communities will describe their plan for an 
information campaign and for making eligibility determinations, which ensure that families receive easy to understand information about the 
programs available to them. 

Coordinated Enrollment Plans also ask communities to describe how they will manage the program application process, making sure that 
families are able to submit a unified application through the coordinated enrollment process. Additionally, communities will work together to 
develop a plan for how they will match families to sites based on preference. New this year, communities will be asked how they plan to 
incorporate the new Louisiana School and Center Finder into their coordinated enrollment process and engagement with families.
  
As a reminder, all publicly-funded programs must participate in coordinated enrollment. Coordinated Enrollment Plans are due from all 
communities by February 1. For questions about coordinated enrollment, email  Dominick Robinson .

Finally, all publicly-funded sites are preparing for the end of the fall observation period. All fall  CLASS ®    observations must be completed 
and  entered into the system by December 15. For questions about CLASS®   observations or feedback, email  Nasha Patel .  
 
This is a busy season indeed. Yet we also recognize the importance of celebrating the season with family and friends, especially young 
children. We hope everyone can take a little time to enjoy the festivities and fun this month.

And as always, thank you for all you do for our children.
  
John
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John White
Louisiana Department of Education
Twitter @LouisianaSupe   

UPCOMING EVENTS AND DEADLINES 
UPCOMING EVENTS:

Lead Agency Office Hours- lead agencies only: December 12 and December 19 at 3:00 p.m. 

UPCOMING DEADLINES:

All fall CLASS®  observations must be completed and entered into the system by December 15.
 

TEACHING AND LEARNING
PERFORMANCE PROFILE RESOURCES

To support sites and families to understand these new performance profiles, the Department has released a few resources:

The Department conducted a webinar to provide information about the release directly to early childhood sites. The recording and
slides are available to sites to review.
The Parent Video on Performance Profile provides information on how early childhood performance profiles are created.
The  Performance Profile Site Key and Guide explain each metric included in the individual site's Performance Profile.
The Community Network Performance Profile Key and Guide explain each metric included in the community's Performance
Profile.
In-depth information is provided in the Performance Profile Frequently Asked Questions.
The Department has provided  a guidance document with Five Tips for Sites, with clear information and actionable next steps.

 

FUNDING AND ENROLLMENT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL READINESS TAX CREDITS

This week, the Department released several resources to provide additional information about the School Readiness Tax Credits (SRTC).
Beginning with the 2018 tax year, several revisions will be in place for the SRTCs, further aligning these valuable credits with the unified early
childhood system. The Department has released a  School Readiness Tax Credit Guide providing an overview of the changes. A recorded
version of the SRTC Webinar, and slides from that webinar, have also been posted.

For 2017 SRTC: As a reminder, there will be no changes to how teachers, directors, providers, families or businesses qualify for their 2017
School Readiness Tax Credits (these are the tax credits claimed early in the 2018 calendar year).

As additional support in preparing to file for your 2017 SRTC, the Department has updated a set of FAQ documents for each tax credit:
SRTC 2017 - FAQs for Staff and Directors
SRTC 2017 - FAQS for Businesses
SRTC 2017 - FAQS for Parents
SRTC 2017 - FAQs for Child Care Providers

 
2018 TAX YEAR CHANGES TO UNIFIED CCAP BONUS

Beginning in January 2018, the quarterly child care bonuses will change. The new Unified CCAP Quarterly Bonus will be based on 2018 Tax
Year Star Ratings, which were released via www.louisianaschools.com .  The Unified CCAP Quarterly Bonus  is a percentage of all
payments from the Department for services provided during the quarter, using the percentages below:
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Star Rating Quarterly Unified Bonus Received for each Eligible Child in 2018

5 Star 23%

4 Star 16.5%

3 Star 11%

2 Star 6%

1 Star 0%

Centers will receive one more payment based on their 2017 Tax Year Star Rating for October, November, and December 2017 in February
2018. The Unified CCAP Quarterly Bonus for January, February, and March of 2018 will be paid in May 2018. To estimate your 2018 Unified
CCAP Quarterly Bonus and other School Readiness Tax Credits, use the SRTC Calculator released in March 2017.

COORDINATED ENROLLMENT PLANNING FOR COMMUNITIES

Lead agencies and community networks should begin the process of working together to develop robust Coordinated Enrollment Plans that
embody the above four systems, across the state.

The Coordinated Enrollment Plan webinar for Lead Agencies was held on Wednesday, November 29th. You can access the recorded
webinar and slides here.

Upcoming Action Items:
Submit Coordinated Enrollment Plan to your FTP folder by February
Submit your Coordinated Enrollment Plan by February 1, 2018; Child Count template to your FTP folder by February 28

For further questions, contact Dominick Robinson.

CHILD SAFETY AND WELFARE
 
CRITCAL INCIDENT AND REQUIRED NOTIFCATION
 
An early learning center shall make immediate notification to emergency personnel, law enforcement as applicable, and other appropriate
agencies for critical incidents involving children in care. The Division of Licensing shall be notified by written report within 24 hours of the
incident.  This written notification shall be made on the Division of Licensing's critical incident report Bulletin 137  §1103 . This form is

located in the Licensing Library or can be submitted online for your convenience.
 
The Critical Incident Report should reflect an accurate description of the incident, and should include: who , what , when , where , and how
the incident occurred.
 
COMPLETION OF APPLICATIONS - (INITIAL, RENEWAL, CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP, CHANGE OF LOCATION)

Prior to submitting an application, the Provider should review the information to ensure accuracy. The application is not editable once it has
been submitted.  Therefore, any changes made after the submittal of the application could result in a rejected application. (Examples of items
to review, include: tax ID number, physical address, ownership status, and hours of operation).

If you have questions, please contact your consultant at 225-342-9905  or email LDELicensing@la.gov. 
 

CHILD CARE CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK INFORMATION ON PROHIBITED CRIMES

Currently the Department requires an early learning center to obtain a satisfactory fingerprint based criminal background check (CBC) from 
the bureau for each volunteer, staff member, certain visitors, contractors, or employee of any kind, prior to the person being present at the 
center or performing services for the center. See  Bulletin 137 ,  §1703.

In order for the CBC or a Right to Review (RTR) to be satisfactory the person cannot have an arrest of a prohibited crime. If an arrest is 
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shown for the prohibited crime there must be documentation from the jurisdiction of the arrest that affirms the charges were disposed of 
without a conviction. A plea of guilty or nolo contendere is deemed to be a conviction. See Bulletin 137, §1703(E). Additionally Owners, 
Directors, and Director Designees cannot have been convicted of certain crimes of fraud listed Bulletin 137, §505(B).

Starting March 1, the Child Care Criminal Background Check (Child Care CBC) will be processed by the Department. The list of prohibited 
crimes will not change. However, there will be additional checks beyond Louisiana criminal history. For more information on the upcoming 
changes see below.

For more information about prohibited crimes email Valerie Black or join the upcoming webinar, information below.

NEW CHILD CARE CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK PROHIBITED CRIMES WEBINAR INFORMATION

The Early Learning Centers are invited to attend the upcoming Child Care Criminal Background Check (CCCBC) webinar on 
Wednesday, December 13 th at 12:00 p.m.  Please use the following information to join the webinar:
Meeting Name: What You Need to Know About Prohibited Crimes
Date and Time: Wednesday, December 13 th at 12:00 p.m.
To join the meeting:  https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/earlychildhood/
Audio Access: Toll access number (Toll): 1-646-307-1380 , Toll free access number
(Toll Free): 1-855-240-2575

THE DEPARTMENT APPROVES A CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK WAIVER EXTENSION

On September 26, 2017, the Department approved a criminal background check (CBC) waiver requested by the Child Care Association of 
Louisiana (CCAL).  The waiver now terminates on  December 31, 2017 .  This waiver allows some relief on the CBC requirements due to 
unexpected delays.  The waiver includes several stringent requirements in order to maintain the safety and health of children. This waiver 
applies to anyone who has recently submitted a fingerprint-based CBC request and has not received a response. 

For more information,  click here .

For questions regarding this waiver, call Andrea Burl at 225-342-9905  or email  LDElicensing .

CHILD CARE CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK INFORMATION

Thank you to all that have been attending the webinars. For those that were unable to attend, you can now view the webinar  here . 

There were several roadshows held in September and October that provided information on the upcoming new Child Care Criminal 
Background Check (Child Care CBC). The  presentation slides and a detailed  hand-out on the important changes to the child care 
criminal background requirements can be found on the Department's  website . Please keep in mind, these changes will go into effect 
March 1, 2018 .

For more information about Child Care CBCs, please email Valerie Black. 

LEAD AGENCY SUPPORT
REMINDER - FALL CLASS OBSERVATION PERIOD ENDS DECEMBER 15
Lead Agencies are required by Bulletin 140 to submit fall CLASS TM  observation scores for all pre-K and toddler classrooms in publicly-
funded sites by  Friday, December 15 . Classrooms without local observations may have third party observation scores substituted in their
place.

OFFICE HOURS FOR LEAD AGENCIES 

The Early Childhood Team is holding weekly conference call question and answer sessions for lead agencies.  The calls will be scheduled
for Tuesdays from 3:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. and all lead agency staff are invited to join.  The Early Childhood team will provide updates and
reminders.  Additional topics covered will be determined by caller questions.  A meeting invitation containing the connecting information will
be sent to all lead agency contacts.  Contact kaye.eichler@la.gov if you have questions.
 
Upcoming Schedule for Office Hours

December 12
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December 19

OTHER
MARKET RATE SURVEY

Postcards have been sent to child care providers inviting them to complete the Market Rate Survey.  This survey is required to be done every
three years before the new CCDF state plan is due. The survey provides information that is used to determine CCAP reimbursement rates.

The Department has contracted with LSU to conduct the survey and to provide a report.  All survey responses will be received by LSU and
are completely confidential.  A paper version of the survey is available and will be sent later to all providers who did not complete the survey
online.

The survey for child care centers can be found here. The survey for family homes can be found here. 

It is important that all providers complete the survey.  The data gathered will be used to estimate the cost of care necessary to support
health, safety, quality instruction, and staffing.  It will also help ensure that all children have access to high quality child care.

If the providers have questions about the survey, they can contact Belinda Davis at (225)578-2129 .

SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEWSLETTER
 
If someone you know wishes to subscribe to this newsletter, please click here to subscribe.   

LDOE Contacts 
John White 
State Superintendent of Education 
(toll-free)  877.453.2721   
Twitter @LouisianaSupe

LDOE Links
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