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PLEASE FORWARD THE CONTENTS OF THIS NEWSLETTER TO TEACHERS AND PRINCIPALS IN YOUR
SCHOOLS.

The Department is committed to supporting each level of the system- teachers, principals and district leaders, by providing high-quality,
standards aligned curriculum, assessments and professional development to help them continue to raise the bar for students in Louisiana.
The Ed-Connect newsletter provides educators with quick access to quality tools and resources that most likely to positively impact student
achievement.

In This Issue:

Instructional Support
Assessment Resources

EDUCATOR HIGHLIGHTS

A special shout out to the following school systems, schools and educators who are making national headlines.

e Department awarded $66.8 million USDOE Teacher Incentive Fund grant for to support teacher preparation and mentoring in rural
schools.

e Six Louisiana public schods named 2016 Blue Ribbon Schodls.

e Calcasieu teacher, Justin Clark, named 2016 American Geographical Society Geography Teacher Fellow.

e St Landry teacher receives award from Kidd Kraddick in the Morning radio show for "Belly Buddies" program which provides
weekend snacks for students.

EDUCATORS AND THE EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT

The Department has been in dialogue with educators, parents, community and business leaders, and advocate groups over the summer
on what opportunities Louisiana has to improve its K-12 education system through the new federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).

Based on feedback collected, and analysis of statewide student performance, the Department released a draft ESSA framework to
provide the educators and the general public with examples of what policies, supports, and resources could be used to address the
state's biggest education challenges.

Teacher and school leaders are encouraged to review the framework and share either feedback with the Department either by emailing
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Email essalouisiana@la.gov with questions.

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT

New Math Planning Tools

Visit the Math Planning Resources page to access the folowing new toadls to help focus math instruction, better understand the
components of rigor, and identify Eureka lessons best suited for remediation or enrichment purposes.

e Rigor Documents: All math standards have been coded as procedural skill and fluency, application, and/or conceptual
understanding. The component of rigor not only impacts how the standard should be taught, but also how it should be assessed.
This document will be especially useful when analyzing assessments for quality.

e Focus Documents: Use this simple document to ensure that the majority of instructional time is focused on the major work of the
grade and to explore ways to connect supporting work to major work.

e Louisiana Guides to Implementing Eureka: These guides help teachers make strategic decisions around the scope and
sequence of Eureka. Use this quick reference to see which lessons can be better targeted for specific groups of students in your
class. (K-2 and 6-8 available now, all other grade levels will be posted by the end of October.)

As you dig in to these documents, please feel free to give us feedback or ideas for improvement. Contact
LouisianaTeacherl.eaders@]la.gov for feedback or questions.

Building Digital Literacy

To thrive in an increasingly digital world, students must become literate in a variety of technologies. Therefore it is incumbent on educators
to go beyond showing students how to use email and apps; teachers must give students opportunities to learn technology through subject
areas, making all learning more relevant. The Guide to Digital Literacy presents guidelines for teachers as they support their students in
learning to use technology.

Participants in the September Teacher Leader and supervisor collaborations were able to participate in sessions that focused on building
digital literacy and incorporating technology into daily instruction.

Upcoming related resources include:

e Digital Literacy at a Glance for Leaders (coming in early October)
e Example Parent Communications (coming in November)

Please email edtech@]la.gov with any questions

2016-2017 Compass Resources

The following are tools are available to support Compass for the beginning of the 2016-2017 schoal year.
School leaders can begin working on the following goal-setting activities:

working with teachers, counselors and librarians to set student learning targets (SLTs);
reviewing and accepting SLTs in CIS; and

monitoring SLT completion

deactivate inactive CIS users, especially LEA-Level users no longer employed by the district

Resources:

» Principal Goal-Setting Resources

» Louisiana Principal's Teaching and Learning Guidebook: supports the goal-setting process and includes detailed examples of
how goal setting connects to principals' work as instructional leaders.

o 2016-2017 CIS/CVR User Guide: This document provides technical guidance to operate all systems related to Compass
evaluations including CIS and CVR.

Teachers can begin working on the following goal-setting activities:

« Reviewing student data to determine SLTs
« Writing SLTs and reviewing with evaluator

Resources:

o Teacher Goal-Setting Resources

Email compass @la.gov for additional information or support.
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ASSESSMENT RESOURCES

The fdlowing resources have been or will be released to support teachers in preparation for the 2016-2017 summative assessments.

Release LEAP Grades 3-8 EOC Grades 9-12
Timeline
Available Now
e Overview of the 2016-2017 o Assessment Guides: for Algebra |,
Summative Assessments Geometry, English Il & Ill, U.S.
e Social Studies and Science History and Biology
Assessment Guides e Guides to the Online Equation
¢ Online Tools Training: Can be Builders
accessed through INSIGHT e EOC Online Tools Training
or here using the Chrome browser (OTT): Can be accessed through
e Guides to the Online Equation Insight as well as the link here.
Builders e Sample Test ltems: English Il & Il
Algebra | and Geometry EOC
tests
September- 2016-2017 ELA and math Assessment | English Il & lll Sample Test items: will
October Guides postin late September
Winter 2016 ELA and math online and paper-based
practice tests
Winter 2016- Social Studies online and paper-based
Spring 2017 practice tests

Please email assessment@la.gov with questions.

Getting Started with EAGLE 2.0

EAGLE transitioned to a new platform and is available now to districts that signed a data sharing agreement.

District Test Coordinators were given permissions and instructions to set up district/school level users. Once the district or schoal
administrator creates teacher accounts, teachers will receive an email from the Data Recognition Corporation Customer Service Support
Team.

e The email will include your eDIRECT user id and temporary password.

e Click on the URL in the email notice, and you will be routed to eDIRECT where you will be required to complete the auto-prompt
password reset.

e Reset your temporary password within 10 days.

e LogintoeDIRECT.

As of today, there are approximately 4,100 items (ELA, math, science, and social studies) in the item bank. New items and item types
will be added throughout the school year. To learn more about the EAGLE 2.0 system, access the EAGLE 2.0 User Guide for Teachers.

Email assessment@]Ia.gov with questions.

Louisiana Department of Education
1201 N. Third Street
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802
1-877-453-2721
www. louisianabelieves.com
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