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PLEASE FORWARD THE CONTENTS OF THIS NEWSLETTER TO TEACHERS AND PRINCIPALS IN YOUR
SCHOOLS. 

The Department is committed to supporting each level of the system--teachers, principals and district leaders, by providing high-quality,
standards aligned curriculum, assessments, and professional development to help them continue to raise the bar for students in Louisiana. The
Ed-Connect newsletter provides educators with quick access to quality tools and resources that are most likely to positively impact student
achievement.  
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EDUCATOR HIGHLIGHTS
 
A special shout out to the following educators who are making national headlines:
 
During the week of October 24, the Milken Family Foundation awarded two Louisiana educators with the coveted Milken Educator Award
and a $25,000 cash prize. Congratulations to Catherine Randall, teacher at Joseph J. Davies Elementary in St. Bernard Parish and
Devon Willis-Jones, principal of Jeanerette Elementary in Iberia Parish.

Catherine Randall: View the news release or view her educator profile and video from awards ceremony.
Devon Willis-Jones: View the news release or view her educator profile and video from awards ceremony.

EDUCATORS AND THE EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT

The Department has been in dialogue with educators, parents, community and business leaders, and advocate groups over the summer
on what opportunities Louisiana has to improve its K-12 education system through the new federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).
 
Based on feedback collected, and analysis of statewide student performance, the Department released a draft ESSA framework in
September to provide educators and the general public with examples of what policies, supports, and resources could be used to
address the state's biggest education challenges.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00172981ehuQn-BWC8vUGEGVctNOvjBouCjLPSxYvkfenexZGiqaCT9lhPKArGbLjZ7xBf2K1Iwk-F8LSLI9TUr4y4S-fbFMsDaUj1eUKrrv_2cIELjxEoIUzAfXlsPileO2MnhaajqqMqGkvfNs_5jtQuMg6QsJM7YxZh-j9QBxc3pamHc83hqr3pVd1MpMQsx&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00172981ehuQn-BWC8vUGEGVctNOvjBouCjLPSxYvkfenexZGiqaCT9lhPKArGbLjZ7yu6cKHaYVs5yBBU9rjxLY623k9Vn9Dk3C-UMc-Gvrwl8_QWZv1ShiyZ0UzmQAgAQkjWYB6vGOq2sgR4-xPnWP0TSzxQa25W-BekFVyXsoBkbQi3D9hpQWg==&c=&ch=
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address the state's biggest education challenges.
 
Teacher and school leaders are encouraged to review the framework and share feedback with the Department either by emailing
essalouisiana@la.gov or attending an upcoming public meeting.
 
Email essalouisiana@la.gov with questions.

 

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT

Louisiana Connectors for Students with Significant Disabilities and English Language Learners

The Department is currently in the process of collecting feedback on the Louisiana Connectors for Students with Significant Disabilities
and English Language Learners. Through this process, the Department met with a diverse group of stakeholders to develop a draft set of
aligned learning expectations for students with significant disabilities and English Language Learners. In addition, it completed a
comparative analysis of the Louisiana Student Standards, the Louisiana Extended Standards, The National Center and State Collaborative
(NCSC), the Stanford University Understanding Language Initiative, and the work of WestEd and other national models.The analysis
showed that there is general, though not complete, alignment between the Louisiana Student Standards and the national models. Where
discrepancies were found, edits were recommended to ensure full alignment of the Louisiana Student Standards.

The Louisiana Connectors are the pathways for students with significant disabilities and English Language Learners to meet the Louisiana
State Standards; they are not learning standards that stand separate and apart from the standard expectations we have for other students.

The Louisiana Connectors for Students with Significant Disabilities capture the "big ideas" of each content area, while also maintaining
alignment to the standard expectations, while the Louisiana Connectors for English Language Learners identifies the language
expectations students need to access content areas as defined by English proficiency levels.

The Department is seeking feedback from all stakeholders. Teachers are encouraged to review draft proposals and provide feedback.

To learn more about the alignment process and to review proposals, click here and submit feedback by November 18, 2016.

Review Louisiana Connectors for English Language Learners  
Review Louisiana Connectors for Students with Significant Disabilities in math and English. 
 

New Social Studies Resources Now Available

The Library of Congress recently hosted its second annual online conference for K-12 social studies educators. The conference offered 15,
one-hour sessions that support social studies teachers in making key shifts around content and claims in their social studies classrooms.

The sessions include resources to help students

use sources regularly to learn content;
make connections among people, events, and ideas across time and place; and
express informed opinions supported by evidence from sources and outside knowledge.

For more information, email classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov. 

ASSESSMENT RESOURCES

New K-2 Formative Tasks Released
K-2 formative tasks are now available to district and school users from eDIRECT, the administrative portal for statewide assessments.
These tasks are ELA and math instructional tools that can be downloaded, printed, and used by kindergarten, first, and second grade
teachers.
The tasks

focus on essential skills in ELA and math;
offer teachers tools to observe and collect information about young students;
allow for performance-based opportunities for learning;
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allow for performance-based opportunities for learning;
help teachers understand student performance through checklists and rubrics;
inform next steps of instruction for each student.

On November 1, District Test Coordinators (DTCs) were given permissions to access the K-2 Formative tasks through eDIRECT. District
Test Coordinators will grant permissions to all other district and school users. Click here for an overview of the tasks and a guide to get
started. If you have any questions about access, please contact your District or School Test Coordinator.
The Department will provide guidance and training on how to use the tools this winter. Please email assessment@la.gov with questions.
 
Update on 2016-2017 Assessment Resources

The following resources have been or will be released to support teachers in preparation for the 2016-2017 summative assessments.
Please email assessment@la.gov with questions. 
 

Release
Timeline

LEAP Grades 3-8 EOC Grades 9-12 

Available Now
Overview of the 2016-2017
Summative Assessments 
Social Studies and Science
Assessment Guides 
Guides to the Online Equation
Builders
2016-2017 ELA and math
Assessment Guides
 

Assessment Guides: for Algebra I,
Geometry, English II & III, U.S.
History and Biology 
Guides to the Online Equation
Builders 
EOC Online Tools Training
(OTT): Can be accessed through
Insight as well as the link here.
Geometry and Algebra I Sample
Test Items

Sample Test Items: English II &
III, Algebra I and Geometry

Winter 2016 ELA and math online and paper-based
practice tests

 

Winter 2016-
Spring 2017

Social Studies online and paper-based
practice tests

 

Louisiana Department of Education
1201 N. Third Street

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802
1-877-453-2721

www.louisianabelieves.com
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