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EDUCATOR HIGHLIGHTS

A special shout out to these educators who are making national headlines.

Blogging in Education Week: Two Louisiana educators were featured in the Education Week
"Career Corner" blog, supporting yearlong residencies for aspiring teachers.

e Jon Bogard, Mentor Teacher, Collegiate Academies: Professional Reflections of a Mentor Teacher
e Serena White, Curriculum Supervisor, Monroe City Schools: Teacher Preparation is Evdving

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT

PROVIDE FEEDBACK ON THE DRAFT LOUISIANA SCIENCE STANDARDS

Eighty Louisiana science educators and leaders from business, industry and the broader science community
have spent over 4,000 hours cdllectively to draft the Louisiana Student Standards for Science. Now it's your turn to
weigh in. The Louisiana Student Standards for Science were posted for public comment on December 1, 2016
and will be available for review until January 6, 2017. Your feedback will help to ensure the final standards
lay the right foundation for quality science instruction for all students in Louisiana.

The link to the public review portal and other information regarding the standards review process are located on the
Louisiana Standards Review page. All comments will be shared with the science committee and workgroups
when they make final updates in January. The committee will present final standards for BESE approval in March
of 2017.

Please email louisianastandards@la.gov with questions.

LOUISIANA CONNECTORS FOR STUDENTS WITH SIGNIFICANT DISABILITIES AND
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS APPROVED

During their December meeting, BESE approved the Louisiana Connectors for Students wth Significant
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Disabilities and English Language Learners and revisions to Bulletin 127 and Bulletin 112. The Louisiana
Connectors are the pathways for students with significant disabilities and English Language Learners to meet the
Louisiana State Standards; they are not learning standards that stand separate and apart from the standard
expectations we have for cther students.

The review and alignment process of the Louisiana Connectors culminated with over 150 parents, teachers,
administrators, and related services providers from 26 Louisiana parishes providing feedback through surveys
and participating in two virtual discussions of the review and alignment process.

Below is a timeline for the transition of these new standards.

Spring 2017 Provide detailed guidance documents to help educators
understand the new expectations

Spring-Summer 2017 Provide instructional resources for Math and English language
arts for educators

January and March Supervisor Collaborations Provide initial training for school system leaders

June Teacher Leader Summit and Provide training on the new expectations and released
ongoing through 2017-2018 resources for teachers

INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES

The Department supports student learning by providing educators with high-quality instructional resources that are
aligned to the state standards. Please share these resources with your colleagues:

English Language Arts and Literacy

e FLA Guidebooks 2.0
¢ Instructional strategies
o Textbook reviews

Mathematics

Math companion documents

Remediation quides

Rigor documents and focus documents
Louisiana quides to implementing Eureka

Social Studies

e Scope and sequence documents
e Sample classroom tasks
e Textbook reviews

Science

e Instructional tasks
e Once the new Louisiana Student Standards for Science are complete and approved by BESE this spring,
the Department will release a series of new instructional resources

ASSESSMENT RESOURCES

The following resources have been or will be released to support teachers in preparation for the 2016-2017
summative assessments.

Release LEAP Grades 3-8 EOC Grades 9-12

Timeline
Available Now

e *NEW 2016-2017 ELA and math e Assessment Guides: for Algebra
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Assessment Guides

(updated to include sample
test questions)
Overview of the 2016-2017

Summative Assessments

Social Studies and Science

Assessment Guides

Online Tools Training: Can be
accessed through INSIGHT
or here using the Chrome browser

I, Geometry, English Il & Ill, U.S.
History and Biology
Guides to the Online Equation

Builders

Online Tools Training: Can be
accessed through INSIGHT

or here using Chrome browser.
Sample Test ltems: English Il &

lll, Algebra | and Geometry EOC
tests

e Guides to the Online Equation
Builders

Winter 2016 ELA and math online and paper-based
practice tests

Winter 2016- Social Studies online and paper-based
Spring_; 2017 practice tests

Please email assessment@]Ia.gov with questions.

NEW SOCIAL STUDIES ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW NOW AVAILABLE

This spring, the Department will administer new social studies assessments that are fully aligned to the Louisiana
Student Standards for Social Studies. These assessments were built and field tested with input from Louisiana
educators, and they reflect the type of teaching strong social studies educators have been implementing in
classrooms for years.

In response to questions from educators regarding the new assessments, the Department released a 2017 Sccial
Studies Assessment Overview, which includes information such as test length, text reading levels, and
forthcoming and currently available resources to support classroom instruction.

Additional information about the social studies assessments will be available at the December Supervisor and
Principal Collaborations starting this week.

Please email assessment@la.gov with questions.

Louisiana Department of Education
1201 N. Third Street
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802

1-877-453-2721
www.louisianabelieves.com
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