
 

 
 
 
 

 
October 17, 2017 

 
 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
Earlier today Department staff and members of the Alternative Education Study Group briefed BESE on findings 
of the study group’s work, conducted earlier this year. That group’s charge was to conduct a statewide analysis of 
the state and effectiveness of alternative education programs and schools in Louisiana, and to recommend 
potential means of improvement.  
 
The study group’s report will be formally released later this week. It includes the following findings: 

 Alternative programs and schools struggle to provide all students with academic and developmental 

supports necessary for successful continuation of their education. 

 A significant percentage of students are referred to alternative settings outside of the original school for 

reasons not associated with a critical or violent act, including 14 percent referred for “willful 

disobedience.” 

 Students who require a different setting in order to be successful will need individualized plans that 

customize services to their acute needs. 

These are not easy problems to address. But they are critical to address. Among its other findings, the report 
shows that students referred to alternative education sites are highly unlikely to graduate from high school and 
often drop out while in the alternative site or upon leaving the site. 
 
As a result, the study group recommends that a new approach to alternative education be taken, one focused on 
academic rigor and intervention, intensive supports, exposure to engaging career education, and a new definition 
of accountability-based excellence. 
 
Alternative education remains one of the thorniest issues in our line of work. On one hand, it must be the case 
that some students simply will not thrive in the general environment, at least for a time. On the other hand, our 
country has a history of exclusion that we ignore at the peril of too many young people. I look forward to re-
examining our state’s approach in light of this important report, and to working with you on its most important 
recommendations. 
 
As always, thank you for all you do for our children, 
John 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/district-support/alternative-education-study-group-report.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/district-support/alternative-education-study-group-report.pdf?sfvrsn=2
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Important Dates for School Systems 
 
Upcoming Events 

 Commission on Assessment Review and Use in Public Schools: October 19 at 9:30 a.m. 

 Educational Technology Monthly Webinar: October 19 at 10:00 a.m. 

 Mentor Teacher Kickoff Webinar: October 19 at 3:30 p.m. 

 AP® Course Audit Process Webinar: October 19 at 3:30 p.m. 

 Accountability Commission Meeting: October 20 at 1:00 p.m.  

 New Principals’ Workshop: October 23 at 12:30 p.m. 

 Louisiana Farm to School Conference: October 24 at 8:00 a.m. 

 ACT WorkKeys Online Test Administration Webinar: October 24 at 10:00 a.m. 

 Assessment and Accountability Office Hours: October 24 at 1:00 p.m.  
 
Important Deadlines  

 Submit nominations for U.S. Presidential Scholars Program by October 27. 

 Submit EEF Applications by October 27. 
 

School System Support 

New: Register for the November Supervisor and Principal Collaborations 

Sessions at the November Supervisor and Principal Collaborations will focus on topics relevant to school system 
leaders including but not limited to accountability, assessment, high school opportunities, early childhood, and 
academics. Please refer to the Supervisor Collaboration Event Overview and Principal Collaboration Event 
Overview documents for more information on sessions offered.  
  

Date Location 

Thursday, November 9 Bossier Parish School for Technology and Innovative Learning  

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/state-advisory-councils
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/psp/index.html
http://egmsp.doe.louisiana.gov/ldegmsweb/logon.aspx
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/district-support/nov-2017-sup-collab-event-overview.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/principal-support/nov-2017-prin-collab-event-overview.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/principal-support/nov-2017-prin-collab-event-overview.pdf?sfvrsn=4
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Bossier City 

Monday, November 13 Claiborne Building  
Baton Rouge 

Wednesday, November 15 Bayou Church  
Lafayette 

Thursday, November 16 Jefferson Parish Public School Board  
Harvey 

Supervisor Collaborations: 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. 
Principal Collaborations: 12:00 until 4:00 p.m. 

 
Registration is now open and will close on Friday, November 3. 
 
Remember, registration for supervisors requires a code that will be provided by your network team. Please 
contact districtsupport@la.gov if you are unsure of your network’s contact information.  
 
Please contact louisianateacherleaders@la.gov with questions related to this event. 

New: SRCL Subgrant Materials 

On October 12 and 16, the Department hosted a webinar to discuss the SRCL subgrant criteria and answer 
specific questions about the SRCL application. The webinar deck, subgrant application, and other materials are 
available on the Department’s SRCL webpage.  
 
Please email jill.slack@la.gov with questions. 

New: Science Standards Support 

Please share with science teachers.  
 
The Department is committed to helping educators transition to the Louisiana Student Standards for Science 
(LSSS) in the 2017-2018 school year by releasing tools to support science instruction.  
 
During the September Collaborations, the Department hosted a session on the new standards which allowed 
participants to explore the new science scope and sequence documents and phenomenon-based instruction. 
During the session, participants learned how to use the scope and sequence documents to engage students in 
learning and how to adjust their instructional practices to align with the Louisiana Student Standards for Science. 
Please visit the Department’s YouTube channel for a recording of this session. 
 
Please email lydia.hill@la.gov for more information. 

New: Louisiana Council of Supervisors of Mathematics Meeting 

The Louisiana Council of Supervisors of Mathematics (LCSM), the state affiliate of the National Council of 
Supervisors of Mathematics, will meet the afternoon of Monday, November 6 in Baton Rouge. 
 
Please email sabrina.smith@jppss.k12.la.us if you have questions or wish to receive additional information. 

https://www.solutionwhere.com/WW/Aspx/Public/Search/ShowCourse.aspx?courseNum=4690&cId=83&pCId=0
https://www.solutionwhere.com/WW/Aspx/Public/Search/ShowCourse.aspx?courseNum=4691&cId=83&pCId=0
mailto:districtsupport@la.gov
mailto:louisianateacherleaders@la.gov
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/srcl/srcl-subgrant-webinar.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/links-for-newsletters/application---srcl-subgrant-rev-9-27-2017.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/funding/striving-readers-comprehensive-literacy-(srcl)-grant
mailto:jill.slack@la.gov
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-science-resources
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-science-resources
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/louisiana-teacher-leaders/science-standards.pdf?sfvrsn=5
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-science-resources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t409aqNgNBI&list=PL-AOEEW8RX-q8jNxvQpANnOC6HYUq-cqh
mailto:lydia.hill@la.gov
https://ncsm.memberclicks.net/
https://ncsm.memberclicks.net/
mailto:sabrina.smith@jppss.k12.la.us
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Reminder: 2018 Student of Year Guidelines and Documents 

Each year, the Department recognizes the outstanding accomplishments of our students through the Louisiana 
Students of the Year Awards Program. The Department strongly encourages all school systems to play an active 
role in celebrating the exceptional students in their area. To participate, please review the revised written 
guidelines for the program and logistics memo.  
 
To ensure your school system is represented, please  

1. Complete the school system Information Form and email it to Marian Johnson by November 1.  
2. Make the logistics memo available to the parents of students eligible to participate in the program. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact marian.johnson@la.gov or call 225-219-7372. 
 

Assessment and Accountability   

New: Commission on Assessment Review and Use in Public Schools 

The Commission on Assessment Review and Use in Public Schools will meet for the second time on Thursday, 
October 19 at the Claiborne building in Baton Rouge to review the assessment survey findings and to prepare for 
drafting the final commission report, which will be released in January 2018. The legislature, through HR 166 of 
the 2017 Regular Session, requested the Commission on Assessment Review and Use in Public Schools to study 
and make recommendations relative to student assessments across the state.  
 
Commission meeting materials are located on the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) 
website.  

New: Join the October Accountability Commission Meeting  

 Meeting: Accountability Commission 

 When: Friday, October 20, 2017, at 1:00 p.m. 

 Where: Louisiana Purchase Room 1-100, Claiborne Building, Baton Rouge or watch the meeting live: 
https://livestream.com/LouisianaBelieves/Accountability1017   

New: Assessment Resources Released  

Several assessment resources have been updated and added to the Department’s website. Please share 
these resources with principals and teachers.  
 
Teacher Support Toolbox: The updated 2017 Teacher Guide to LEAP Results now includes social studies. The 
appendix of this guide is organized by the Louisiana Student Standards. For math and social studies, the LEAP 
2025 Practice Test items are identified by individual standards and resources to support instruction in teaching 
the standard. For ELA, the appendix is organized by reading and writing standards with resources to support an 
integrated instructional approach. 
 
Assessment Guidance: The updated assessment guides for social studies include new information about test 
design and, for U.S. History, session time limits.  
 
Practice Test Resources:  

 Updated practice test answer keys for social studies grades 3-8 (now include annotated student 
responses to help teachers and students better understand scoring) 

 New answer keys for U.S. History, Algebra I, Geometry, English I, and English II 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/awards/students-of-the-year-guidelines.pdf?sfvrsn=9
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/awards/students-of-the-year-logistics-memo.pdf?sfvrsn=19
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/awards/students-of-the-year-district-information-form.pdf?sfvrsn=9
mailto:Marian.Johnson@la.gov
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/awards/students-of-the-year-logistics-memo.pdf?sfvrsn=19
mailto:marian.johnson@la.gov
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1047524
https://webmail.la.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=Gb3XDuhtMtxSQ1CNBK3VRHvEf9ZPjE8ugC-E7Xt2VWRbwHw00hTVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fbese.louisiana.gov%2f
https://webmail.la.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=Gb3XDuhtMtxSQ1CNBK3VRHvEf9ZPjE8ugC-E7Xt2VWRbwHw00hTVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fbese.louisiana.gov%2f
https://livestream.com/LouisianaBelieves/Accountability1017
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/classroom-support/teacher-support-toolbox
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/teacher-guide-to-the-leap-student-reports.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/practice-tests
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 Presentation and link to the recording of the LEAP 2025 High School Practice Tests Webinar for 
Teachers  

 
Please email assessment@la.gov for more information. 

Reminders for District Testing Coordinators and Accountability Contacts  

LEAP 360 
LEAP 360 interim assessments provide two checkpoints for grades 3-8 and three checkpoints for Algebra I, 
Geometry, English I, and English II. Find assessable content for each form in A Teacher’s Guide to LEAP 360 to 
begin planning for interim assessments. 
 
Fall 2017 WorkKeys 

 Register for the Introduction to ACT WorkKeys Online Test Administration webinar that is being offered on 
Tuesday, October 24, 2017, from 10:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. 

 See the October Assessment and Accountability Monthly Webinar for updates on WorkKeys 1.0 and 2.0. 
 
Assessment Administration Support and Training 
Assessment and Accountability Office Hours: Tuesday, October 24, 2017, at 1:00 p.m. 

 Webinar link: https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/assessment-accountability/ 

 Phone Number: 1-646-307-1380  

 Participant PIN code: 89147656 
 
The updated Office Hours Questions and Answers document is located in the Assessment Library. 
 
Please email assessment@la.gov with questions.  
 

Student Opportunities 

New: Save the Date for the 2018 Jump Start Convention  

Registration for the 2018 Jump Start Convention Registration will be open in WisdomWhere from November 1, 
2017, until January 12, 2018. This year’s conference will be held on January 23, 2018, at the Raising Cane’s 
River Center in Baton Rouge. Session topics will include  

 Micro-Enterprise  

 CTE Leadership Academy  

 K-16 pathways  

 Jump Start and students with disabilities  

 Building Relationships with Industries  

 JAG  

 CTTIE  

 Jump Start 101  

 Jump Start Summer Grants  

 Jump Start Scheduling 

 EMR, Certified Clinical Medical Assistant, 
CompTIA, NCCER, C4M, and Agriculture 
Tech credentials 

 Counselor information 

 
Attendees will include school system administrators, high school principals, teachers, professional counselors, 
Jump Start regional team members, and regional economic development and workforce development 
organizations. 
 
Please contact jumpstart@la.gov with any questions. 

Reminder: TOPS University Diploma AP® Physics I and II Update 

At its meeting on June 21, 2017, the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) approved changes to 
the TOPS University Diploma as it pertains to AP® Physics I and AP® Physics II such that a student can meet high 

https://youtu.be/PCN_vNYTFgY
https://youtu.be/PCN_vNYTFgY
mailto:assessment@la.gov
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/a-teachers-guide-to-leap-360.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://attendee.gototraining.com/1yx78/rt/7455002582612847106
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/assessment-and-accountability-call-october-2017---nonpublic.pptx?sfvrsn=3
https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/assessment-accountability/
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/office-hours-questions-and-answers-2017-2018.pdf?sfvrsn=10
mailto:assessment@la.gov
https://www.solutionwhere.com/ww/ldoe/
mailto:jumpstart@la.gov
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school graduation requirements by taking either course and that each course will be given a full Carnegie Unit of 
credit. 
 
Please be advised that this change does not apply to TOPS eligibility requirements. Students who choose 
to use AP® Physics I and AP® Physics II to fulfill their TOPS Core science requirements for a TOPS Opportunity, 
Performance, or Honors award must take and earn credit for both AP® Physics I and AP® Physics II. Please see 
the AP® Physics I and II High School Advisory for more information, including options that satisfy science 
requirements for both the TOPS University diploma and the TOPS Core Curriculum. 
 
Please contact highschoolacademics@la.gov with any questions. 

Reminder: College Goal Sunday 

Please share the following with students and parents.  
 
College Goal Sunday will take place on November 5, 2017, at 14 different locations around the state. This event 
helps parents and graduating high school seniors complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  
Financial aid professionals from each postsecondary institution will be on hand to offer free assistance with 
completing the FAFSA. Registration is encouraged but not required to attend the event.  
 
Please visit the Louisiana College Goal Sunday® website for more information or email custserv@la.gov for 
assistance. 

Reminder: Join the AP® Course Audit Webinar 

Please share with AP teachers. 
 
To support Advanced Placement (AP®) programs statewide, the Department will host a webinar providing AP® 
teachers and administrators with clear guidelines on building and sustaining an AP® program as well as curricular 
and resource requirements that must be in place for AP® courses. Teachers of AP® courses are invited to 
participate, whether for the first time or as a refresher. 
 
To join the AP® Course Audit Process Webinar on October 19 or November 2 from 3:30 until 4:30 p.m. 

 Go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/apcourseauditprocess/  

 Dial 855-240-2575 

 Enter meeting room number 38582295 
 
For more information, please email highschoolacademics@la.gov.  
 

Talent 

New: TCAC Submission Deadline (Date Correction) 
 
The deadline to submit a Certification Appeals Application to the Teacher Certification Appeals Council (TCAC) is 
Monday, October 30, 2017. Appeals application packets are available on the Teach Louisiana website. 
 
Please contact paula.tonguis@la.gov for more information. 
 

Reminder: Louisiana’s 2019 Teacher and Principal of the Year Application Now Open 

The application process for this year’s Teacher and Principal of the Year is now open. All applications, materials, 
and timelines are now available on the Department’s Awards Programs website. 
  

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/course-choice/field-guidance_ap-physics-i-and-ii.pdf?sfvrsn=2
mailto:highschoolacademics@la.gov
https://www.osfa.la.gov/register
https://www.osfa.la.gov/collegegoalsunday
mailto:custserv@la.gov
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/start-grow-ap
http://www.collegeboard.com/html/apcourseaudit/
https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/apcourseauditprocess/
mailto:HighSchoolAcademics@la.gov
https://www.teachlouisiana.net/Certification/Applications_PDF_Display.aspx#App_2242
https://www.teachlouisiana.net/
mailto:paula.tonguis@la.gov
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/award-programs
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All school systems are encouraged to select up to three teachers and three principals, one per division 
(elementary, middle, and high), as their district-level honorees. These candidates will submit their state-level 
applications in an online application portal. Applications are due by January 17, 2018. 
 
To hear what the current State Teacher and Principal of the Year have to say about their participation in the 
process, read the blog posts of Kimberly Eckert and Tommy Byler. Please also subscribe to receive future blog 
entries via email and join in the state-level dialogue by posting a comment. 
  
Please contact excellenteducators@la.gov for more information. 

Reminder: Mentor Teacher Training 

The Department will host a kickoff webinar for Mentor Teacher training this Thursday, October 19, from 
3:30 until 4:30 p.m. Please encourage mentor teachers to attend. School system leaders are also welcome to 
join the webinar. No preregistration is required. 
 
To join the Mentor Teacher Training Kickoff Webinar  

 Go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/ldoeprofdev/;  

 Enter the meeting room as a guest and provide your name; 

 Dial 1-855-240-2575;  

 Enter participant PIN code 89147656. 
 
Mentor Teacher training will begin in late November, and there will be several cohorts with their own training 
dates. Exact dates and locations are being finalized.  
 
Please contact believeandprepare@la.gov for more information. 
 

Special Education 

Reminder: APR Monitoring Outreach for School Districts and Charter Schools 

The Division of Statewide Monitoring conducts annual monitoring activities of local education agencies (LEAs) for 
the federally required special education annual performance report (APR). APR outreach packages will be 
provided to school systems and charter schools that are non-compliant or disproportionate to these requirements. 
The outreach packages will be available via the FTP site on Friday, October 20, 2017. 
 
Please email iris.jones@la.gov for more information. 
 

Data 

New: Download the 2017 APR Monitoring Outreach FTP File 

Please forward to all FTP coordinators and special education directors. 
 
A file for the special education annual performance report (APR) monitoring outreach for school districts and 
charter schools will be available on the data management FTP site on Friday, October 20, 2017. FTP 
coordinators should download the data file with filename LEACode_LEAName_2017 APR Monitoring Outreach 
and provide it to the special education director. 
 
For FTP support, please contact systemsupport@la.gov.  
 

https://mrseckertseckcellentadventure.blogspot.com/
http://2018lapoy.blogspot.com/
mailto:excellenteducators@la.gov
https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/ldoeprofdev/
mailto:believeandprepare@la.gov
mailto:iris.jones@la.gov
mailto:systemsupport@la.gov
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Finance 

New: FY17-18 Jobs for America’s Graduates (JAG) Program Funding 

The Department has prepared a guidance document with important information on the FY2017-2018 Jobs for 
America’s Graduates (JAGS) Program Funding.   
 
For questions regarding the allocation, please email kim.lamonte@la.gov.   
 

Federal Programs 

Reminder: Farm to School Conference 

Please share with child nutrition program supervisors, principals, and other interested stakeholders. 
 
The Louisiana Farm to School Conference will take place October 24, 2017, at the Pennington Biomedical 
Research Center (PBRC) in Baton Rouge. The statewide conference is a forum for attendees to become familiar 
with the three aspects of farm to school: school gardening, education, and local food procurement. Participants 
will also have an opportunity to learn from successful programs in the state. Please see the conference website 
for event and registration information. 
 
Please email melissa.campbell@la.gov for more information. 
 

Grants Management 

New: Education Excellence Fund (EEF) Application  

The submission deadline for the FY2017-2018 Education Excellence Fund (EEF) application is Friday, Oct. 27, 
2017.  
 
For assistance with creating, completing, and submitting applications in eGMS, see the Training section of the 
eGMS Logon page.  
 
For more information about EEF, please email ldoe.grantshelpdesk@la.gov.  
 

Safe and Healthy Schools 

Reminder: Distribute Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Vaccine Fact Sheet 

Per Revised Statute 17:170.3, the Department is requesting that schools including grades 6 through 12 share the 
Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine fact sheet with each student's parent or legal guardian. This information 
should accompany a form on which the student's parent or legal guardian may grant written permission for the 
student to receive the information directly. 
 
Please email michael.comeaux@la.gov for more information. 
 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/links-for-newsletters/jag-pets-funding-updated-10-10-17.pdf?sfvrsn=2
mailto:kim.lamonte@la.gov
https://store.lsuagcenter.com/p-266-louisiana-farm-to-school-institution-conference.aspx
mailto:melissa.campbell@la.gov
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/funding/grants-management/education-excellence-fund-(eef)
http://egmsp.doe.louisiana.gov/ldegmsweb/logon.aspx
mailto:ldoe.grantshelpdesk@la.gov
http://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=630951
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/links-for-newsletters/hpv-fact-sheet.pdf?sfvrsn=2
mailto:michael.comeaux@la.gov
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Educational Technology 

New: Join the Educational Technology Monthly Webinar 

The October Educational Technology Webinar will provide school system technology staff with updates related to 
technology readiness, testing device specifications, E-rate, Education Superhighway support, the Governor's 
Connect and Learn Initiative, and training opportunities. The webinar will take place this Thursday, October 19, 
2017, from 10:00 until 11:00 a.m.  
 
To join the Educational Technology Monthly Webinar 

 Go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/edtechconf/  

 Enter the meeting room as a guest and provide your name; 

 Select the 'listen only mode' if joining the meeting via computer or smartphone; 

 Dial 1-646-307-1380;  

 Enter participant PIN code 89147656. 
 
Please email edtech@la.gov for more information. 
 

Other 

Reminder: Louisiana Seafood Student Design Competition  

The Louisiana Seafood Promotion and Marketing Board (LSPMB) is hosting a student design competition for a 
new Louisiana Seafood logo. All high school-aged students in Louisiana are encouraged to use their creativity, 
innovation, and love for Louisiana seafood to design and submit a new logo for the program. Submissions will be 
accepted through December 15, 2017. 
 
Please visit the LSPMB contest webpage for more information.  

https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/edtechconf/
mailto:edtech@la.gov
http://www.louisianaseafood.com/contest

