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Key Highlights: Important Dates for School Choice Programs
  
Key Info New to the Newsletter:

School Choice
Program Date Action, Event, or Deadline

LSP 10/7 BESE Approval Forms due to FTP portal 

LSP 10/21 Submit Internal Control Questionnaire and budget forms to staudit@la.gov

Louisiana Scholarship Program (LSP) News

Nonpublic School BESE-Approval Process
 
The nonpublic school 2017-2018 BESE Approval Process Guidelines are available. The deadline for schools to submit their
materials to the FTP portal has been adjusted to Friday, October 7, 2016. Schools that are seeking BESE approval for the first
time should contact nonpublicschools@la.gov in order to receive account information for the FTP portal. Schools that have BESE
approval for the 2016-2017 school year will continue to use their current FTP log-in information. 
 
The deadline for those schools to submit enrollment information to the LEADs portal is October 7, 2016. 

Scholarship Audit - Internal Control Questionnaire

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015mHJFFBuaWB8DNjTnI0ZyurLzV1Nx9mppuFo1f2joXYBS61hmNCXnfEoQ2fp8-q0ht3JzRsUtk0y2BghZGX4U0Ci5z4PQ1b4o_GuzF6lSUhV0riGl8TQbbXDSKOAv7Wzw05kGC9__CadhFVbxaT5sYxNihMTJneVlm5t-yuUMp6yMZwZd5tQFy6N5MNAsvl_&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015mHJFFBuaWB8DNjTnI0ZyurLzV1Nx9mppuFo1f2joXYBS61hmNCXnZtNsVQAYyhCtt0Ag-Iouezr-UtYBraGZxaDccB97JVHUhThe3zVwls13BBI7OyznrbcXNB3Gds7ITiMRgXXfkR9lTLlhxsaqDjAkSwA1LxhDREKrMnk_H9YDJteC-Hunw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015mHJFFBuaWB8DNjTnI0ZyurLzV1Nx9mppuFo1f2joXYBS61hmNCXnfEoQ2fp8-q0tJQrRr5-sI4rS795vEwIXTLFQr8d6uWUxHwXPUAt0OY4kF_oncdaAF43_r1LEuJfs95U7z6SB3Qobl--AQzgP1GzqkIxk9A5lBDqMfKaG-pyCUvxxbSEgwhrT7v3nANO&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015mHJFFBuaWB8DNjTnI0ZyurLzV1Nx9mppuFo1f2joXYBS61hmNCXnQsZAD-RTlIwNNeKO7mEhxo1aLfLPr6Z6QRPH82OoawCypc_NFtGwqfeOW_ICfu1XVgXgyoGymyZR_2V8fi2UIHattMm0zLE_JWgJ8GUNY2gfLnwMtx7lzw=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015mHJFFBuaWB8DNjTnI0ZyurLzV1Nx9mppuFo1f2joXYBS61hmNCXnRNWNCTUJ0zJMjbnyeZrJ7ln7jmahE0vanfll_QRFLus2-AgaQvrhPYjX2L5QFLK3_R94Zw5N_2h6anymBAZzr_ZMh3R5FoAPaVhsvBQUNbGyqY6LKwcznE3iGRQWYoIzA5XBxp2DWfbCgYButYX_K1QFdMObUu9o5DzWNi6hpt2&c=&ch=
mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Scholarship Audit - Internal Control Questionnaire
 
Participating Scholarship schools are required to complete the Internal Control Questionnaire. This information is provided to
assist in evaluating that financial operations are effective and efficient and that schools have a reliable financial reporting system
and comply with applicable laws and regulations.  The completed questionnaire is due by Friday, October 21, 2016 via e-mail to
staudit@la.gov.
 
Scholarship Audit Engagement Letters
 
Pursuant to Section 1303 of Bulletin 133, State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education requires the Department to audit the
financial performance and capacity of Scholarship schools as a criterion for continued participation in the Scholarship program.
 
Beginning Monday, October 10, the audit firms conducting the financial audits will begin contacting schools via an engagement
letter.  The letter will include audit dates and an in-depth description of the process and school responsibilities.
 
The audit firm assigned to your school is based on the district in which your school is located.  Please click here for the list of
districts covered by each firm.
 
If your school has not been contacted by the assigned audit firm by October 12, or if you have any questions, please contact
Jameka Henderson, State Audit Supervisor or call 225.342.4989.
 
2016-17 Scholarship Financial Audit Information
 
The Department finance team has prepared a presentation on the financial audit which include instructions on how to ensure your
school is prepared for this year's financial audit.
 
A conference call will be setup for participating schools new to the Scholarship program to review the presentation in more detail
and answer any questions you may have.
 
You can now access a copy of the PowerPoint.
 
You may contact Jameka Henderson with audit-specific questions or studentscholarships@la.gov with Scholarship program-
specific questions.
 
Scholarship Program Budget
 
The initial Scholarship Program budget is due Friday, October 21, 2016.  Schools should provide specific details in this budget
demonstrating how the total estimated SSEEP revenue will be allocated and spent for the 2016-2017 school year (No actual
expenditures should be reported in the expenditures column at this time).
 
Should your school decide to utilize an allocation methodology to segregate funds, the allocation spreadsheet must also be submitted
with your initial budget.  Click here for allocation methodologies.

Submit your budget form and allocation spreadsheet (if applicable) via e-mail to staudit@la.gov.
 
Please reach out to Jameka Henderson with any questions or concerns about the audit process.

New Transfer Form
The Department of Education has made small changes to the 2016- 2017 Transfer Form  to track and accommodate the needs of
displaced families. 

Please use this form for all transfers that happen throughout the rest of the 2016-17 school year.

Tuition Donation Rebate Program (TDR) News
Frequently Asked Questions and Contact Information
Information about the Tuition Donation Rebate Program can be found in the Frequently Asked Questions andScholarship
Programs Comparison Chart. Currently, Louisiana has three School Tuition Organizations participating in the Tuition Donation
Rebate Program: ACE Scholarships Louisiana, Arete Scholars Louisiana, and New Schools for Baton Rouge Excellence
Scholarship Fund. Schools interested in participating in the TDR program should communicate directly with one or more School
Tuition Organizations.

School Tuition
Organization

Regional
Focus STO Website Email Phone

ACE Scholarships
Louisiana

Statewide www.acescholarships.org TDR@acescholarships.org 504.491.1813

Arete Scholars
Louisiana Statewide www.aretescholars.org maryhw@aretescholars.org 225.245.3610
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New Schools for Baton
Rouge Excellence
Scholarship Fund

Baton Rouge
newschoolsbr.org/our-
approach/excellence-

scholarship-fund
esf@newschoolsbr.org 225.395.1686

 

School Choice Program for Certain Students with Exceptionalities (SCP)
Educational Certificates are awarded contingent upon funding availability.

Maximum Per Pupil Amounts by Parish
 
Awards for the School Choice Program are worth either 50% of the state per-pupil allocation of funds to the student's local school
district, or the school's tuition and fees, whichever is less. The 2016-17 per pupil state MFP amounts have been released by the
Department. Schools wishing to view the maximum reimbursement amount for the School Choice Program by Parish can
review this spreadsheet.

Student Transfers
 
Families seeking to transfer their educational certificate should complete a transfer form with the receiving school. Please note that
the submission of this form is not a guarantee that a transfer will be approved.

Students must have been awarded an educational certificate for the 2016-17 school year to qualify for a transfer.
This form must be signed by the parent/guardian and a representative of the receiving transfer school.
The receiving school should submit this form to the Louisiana Department of Education.

Please contact nonpublicschools@la.gov for a School Choice Program transfer form.

Other Department Resources for Nonpublic Choice Schools
Building Digital Literacy
 
Please share with Chief Academic Officers and principals, as this information is critical for 2016-2017 state testing.
 
Digital literacy is the ability to use technology to find, evaluate, create, and communicate information. The Guide to Digital
Literacy presents guidelines for teachers as they support their students in learning to use technology.
 
Participants in the September supervisor collaborations were able to participate in a session that focused on building digital
literacy. This presentation is now available and includes guiding questions and resources for leaders as they support their
teachers in authentically incorporating technology into instruction.
 
Upcoming related resources include:

Digital Literacy at a Glance for Leaders (coming in early October)
Example Parent Communications (coming in November)
Education Technology Monthly Call (October 27, 1:00 p.m.)

Please email edtech@la.gov with any questions.

Testing Coordinator Reminders

This section provides LEAs with reminders and updates on information related to testing. Please share with Test and
Technology Coordinators and Data Managers.
 
Assessment Administration Support:

Weekly Office Hours:  Held each Tuesday at 1:00 p.m.
Webinar Link: https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/dtc/
Enter the meeting room as a guest and provide your name.
Call-In Information: (646) 307-1380, meeting room # 951155484

New DTC Training and an EOC overview will be held at the September Collaborative as a Supervisor session, including
updates on the transition to online assessments.  All new Test Coordinators should attend this training. 
EAGLE EOC Training: The Department will host hands-on EAGLE EOC training for test and technology coordinators in
early October. These trainings will be posted in Coursewhere later this week. Participants may sign up for either a morning
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early October. These trainings will be posted in Coursewhere later this week. Participants may sign up for either a morning
or afternoon session.

Monroe: October 6
Bossier: October 7
Jefferson Davis: October 10
Rapides: October 11
Baton Rouge: October 18
Jefferson: October 20

Assessment Administration:

TSM/INSIGHT Install: Districts should begin setting up TSMs and installing INSIGHT on all devices students will test on
this fall.
Updated Accessibility and Accommodation Forms: The Department has made minor updates to the PNP, LEP, IAP,
and IEP forms including new features and clarifications. The Summary of Updates to Accommodations
Forms guidance document and all updated forms can be found in the Assessment Library.  The October 5 Special
Education Director meeting and District Test Coordinator monthly call on October 3 will review these updates in more detail.

Please contact assessment@la.gov with any questions.

Monthly Data Coordinator Webinar
 
The Department will hold its monthly webinar for LEA managers of SPS, SPC, CUR, SIS, PEP, STS, SER, and AFR on
Thursday, October 6, at 1:00 p.m.
 
Topics will include upcoming deadlines, updates, enhancements, and best practices.
 
Webinar Login Information: (*No pre-registration required)

*    Meeting Name: System Data Coordinator Webinar
*    Webinar Link: https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/dcw/
*    Enter the meeting room as a guest and provide your name.
*    Select the "listen only mode."

The presentation will be posted on the INSIGHT Coordinator's Portal under Monthly DC Webinars by Wednesday, October 5.
 
Please email systemsupport@la.gov with questions.

2016-2017 Education Excellence Fund (EEF) Application Process Webinar
 
A webinar will be held on October 6, 2016 to learn more about the EEF application process. Participants are encouraged to
participate in the webinar scheduled for: Thursday, October 6, 2016 from 1:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m.  Public and non-public
education agencies must use the Department's electronic grants management system (eGMS) to apply for Education Excellence
Funds (EEF). Paper applications are no longer accepted.
 
For further information about EEF, contact Kenya Jenkins or Terri Byrd .               
                                                                              
Webinar Login Information: (*No pre-registration required) 

Meeting Name: Meeting Name:  2016-2017 LDOE Education Excellence Fund Webinar
To join the meeting go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/r6vh5cm1jln/
Enter meeting room as a guest and provide your name
Audio access: (855) 240-2575 / Participant pin code:  29050224

 

Other
Flood Relief Book Donations
 
First Book is donating books to restore school and classroom libraries in flooded areas of Louisiana. If your district, school, or
classroom was impacted and you would like to apply for support, fill out the request form. For more information about First Book's
relief efforts, visit their blog . First Book is a nonprofit organization dedicated to providing new books and educational resources to
children in need. Learn more about the organization by visiting First Book Marketplace or their website.  
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Read the October 4 District Newsletter.

Testing Coordinator Reminders

Read the September 29 Nonpublic School Choice Newsletter.

LDOE Con tac tsLDOE Con tac ts
John White
State Superintendent of Education
877.453.2721 (toll-free) 
Twitter @LouisianaSupe

LDOE Links
LDOE Website

Contact Us
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