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Key Highlights: Important Dates for School Choice Programs
  
Key Info New to the Newsletter:

Program Date Action, Event, or Deadline

LSP 10/21
Submit Internal Control Questionnaire and budget forms to

staudit@la.gov

Louisiana Scholarship Program (LSP) News

Technology Readiness Tool Username Creation
 
Next week, all Scholarship schools with testing grades will receive guidance for the Technology Readiness Tool (TRT) , which helps
schools identify technology gaps that need to be filled before state assessments can be administered. The TRT is a web-based
application designed to help schools and districts identify their current technology infrastructure and determine the next steps that
will best prepare schools and districts for a successful transition to online testing.
 
If you are a Testing Coordinator or Technology Coordinator and do not have a username for the TRT and would like to set one up
before next week's guidance is released, please email EdTech@LA.gov with your name, title, and school information.
 
Scholarship Audit- Internal Control Questionnaire
 
Participating Scholarship schools are required to complete the Internal Control Questionnaire. This information is provided to
assist in evaluating that financial operations are effective and efficient and that schools have a reliable financial reporting system
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assist in evaluating that financial operations are effective and efficient and that schools have a reliable financial reporting system
and comply with applicable laws and regulations.  The completed questionnaire is due by Friday, October 21, 2016 via e-mail to
staudit@la.gov.
 
Scholarship Program Budget
 
The initial Scholarship Program budget is due Friday, October 21, 2016.  Schools should provide specific details in this budget
demonstrating how the total estimated SSEEP revenue will be allocated and spent for the 2016-2017 school year (No actual
expenditures should be reported in the expenditures column at this time).
 
Should your school decide to utilize an allocation methodology to segregate funds, the allocation spreadsheet must also be submitted
with your initial budget.  Click here for allocation methodologies.

Submit your budget form and allocation spreadsheet (if applicable) via e-mail to staudit@la.gov. Please reach out
to jameka.hnderson@la.gov with any questions or concerns about the audit process.

New Transfer Form

The Department of Education has made small changes to the 2016- 2017 Transfer Form  to track and accommodate the needs of
displaced families. 

Please use this form for all transfers that happen throughout the rest of the 2016-17 school year.

Tuition Donation Rebate Program (TDR) News
Frequently Asked Questions and Contact Information
Information about the Tuition Donation Rebate Program can be found in the Frequently Asked Questions and Scholarship
Programs Comparison Chart. Currently, Louisiana has three School Tuition Organizations participating in the Tuition Donation
Rebate Program: ACE Scholarships Louisiana, Arete Scholars Louisiana, and New Schools for Baton Rouge Excellence
Scholarship Fund. Schools interested in participating in the TDR program should communicate directly with one or more School
Tuition Organizations.

School Tuition
Organization

Regional
Focus STO Website Email Phone

ACE Scholarships
Louisiana Statewide www.acescholarships.org TDR@acescholarships.org 504.491.1813

Arete Scholars
Louisiana Statewide www.aretescholars.org maryhw@aretescholars.org 225.245.3610

New Schools for Baton
Rouge Excellence
Scholarship Fund

Baton Rouge
newschoolsbr.org/our-
approach/excellence-

scholarship-fund
esf@newschoolsbr.org 225.395.1686

 

School Choice Program for Certain Students with Exceptionalities (SCP)
Educational Certificates are awarded contingent upon funding availability.

Monthly Special Education Leader Webinar
The Department will hold its monthly webinar for LEA directors and supervisors of special education on Wednesday, October 26, at
2:00 p.m. Please note this is a date change.

Topics will include upcoming deadlines, updates, guidance, and training opportunities.

Webinar Login Information: (no pre-registration required)

Meeting Name: Special Ed. Policy
 Webinar Link: https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/sped/
 Enter the meeting room as a guest and provide your name
Select the "listen only" mode. If you are listening in from a phone and not using a computer, the audio conference details are:

- Toll access number (Toll): 1-646-307-1380
- Toll free access number (Toll Free): 1-855-240-2575
- Participant pin code: 60265090
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- Participant pin code: 60265090

Once you log into the conference site, you can download the presentation. It will also be available in the Special Education Library
after the event.

Please email specialeducation@la.gov with questions.

Maximum Per Pupil Amounts by Parish

Awards for the School Choice Program are worth either 50% of the state per-pupil allocation of funds to the student's local school
district, or the school's tuition and fees, whichever is less. The 2016-17 per pupil state MFP amounts have been released by the
Department. Schools wishing to view the maximum reimbursement amount for the School Choice Program by Parish can
review this spreadsheet.

Student Transfers

Families seeking to transfer their educational certificate should complete a transfer form with the receiving school. Please note that
the submission of this form is not a guarantee that a transfer will be approved.

Students must have been awarded an educational certificate for the 2016-17 school year to qualify for a transfer.
This form must be signed by the parent/guardian and a representative of the receiving transfer school.
The receiving school should submit this form to the Louisiana Department of Education.

Please contact nonpublicschools@la.gov for a School Choice Program transfer form.

Other Department Resources for Nonpublic Choice Schools
2016-2017 Assessment Guides Released
 
Please share with curriculum supervisors, district test coordinators, principals and teachers.

Assessment guides, providing detailed information about the LEAP 2025 assessments for ELA and math in grades 3-8, are
now available in the Assessment Guidance library. Updated guides with sample test questions will be released in mid-November.

Updated LEAP 2025 Social Studies Assessment Guides are also now available in the Assessment Guidance library. The
update includes session testing times, computer-based testing administration policies, and information about additional resources. 

Please email assessment@la.gov with questions.

Testing Coordinator Reminders

Please share with District Test and Technology Coordinators and Data Managers.
 
Assessment Support and Training:

Weekly Office Hours:  Every Tuesday at 1:00 p.m.
Webinar Link: https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/dtc/  
Enter the meeting room as a guest and provide your name.
Call-In Information: (646) 307-1380; meeting room #951155484
This week's topic:  Adding user and user permissions to the EOC administration       

Tech Readiness:

Education Technology Calls: The Department will begin hosting monthly education technology calls in October. The
recommended audience for these calls includes curriculum directors, technology directors, instructional support leaders, and
curriculum directors. 

 October Webinar Information         

Thursday, October 27 at 1:00 p.m.
Topics: education technology resources, upcoming education technology opportunities, and
best practices for authentically incorporating technology into instruction
Webinar Link: https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/edconnect/  
Call-In Information: (646) 307-1380; meeting room # 951155484

Email assessment@la.gov with questions.
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Other Department Newsletters
Read the October 18 District Newsletter.
Read the October 13 Nonpublic School Choice Newsletter.
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