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Read the passages about two amazing young people. As you read the passages, think 
about what helped Enzo and Amiya become successful. Then use the passages to help 
you write a well-organized multiparagraph composition. 

Enzo Monfre 

Georgetown, Texas, August 2011—Enzo Monfre loves science so much that he created a 
show about it when he was just seven years old! Since the age of three, Enzo has loved 
science, especially animals and nature. He had an idea to start a science and nature show 
because he thought it would be interesting. 

When Enzo told his dad that he wanted to create a show, his dad grabbed a video camera. 
Together, they went into their backyard where Enzo kept a praying mantis that he had caught. 
Enzo’s dad filmed him talking about the eating, sleeping, and other habits of the insect. His 
dad put the video online for their friends and family to see, but plenty of other people viewed 
the show as well. Now Enzo is a successful host of an online show. “We just keep making 
videos and putting them on our website, and people just find them,” Enzo says.

Enzo uses his show, called Enzoology, to inspire other young students to develop a love for 
science. Enzo, now age eleven, does a lot of research before each show. If the show is about 
an animal he already knows about, it is easy. If a show is about an unfamiliar animal, he has to 
do a lot of reading and memorize new information for the show. Enzo’s shows have also been 
put together into a program of video lessons for elementary students called Exploration Nation. 
Students all over the country can now watch Enzo’s show to learn about nature and science!
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Amiya Alexander 

Detroit, Michigan, July 2011—Amiya Alexander, age twelve, owns a one-of-a-kind business! 
When she was only nine years old, Amiya opened her own dance studio. Her business idea 
started from a dream she had in which she was teaching dance lessons in a pink bus. Amiya’s 
mother helped her turn that dream into a reality. Amiya knew it would take a lot of hard work to 
start her own business, but she never gave up.

There were other reasons behind Amiya’s desire to start a business. She knew the health 
benefits of dancing and wanted to help children stay healthy. As a dancer herself, she 
understood that dance is a great way to get exercise and stay fit. She also realized that dance 
lessons could be expensive, though. Amiya decided to make sure that anyone who wanted to 
take lessons could afford to do so. With these goals in mind, Amiya created Amiya’s Mobile 
Dance Academy (AMDA).

Amiya’s pink bus can be seen around the city of Detroit, Michigan, as Amiya teaches dance 
lessons at different locations. The bus, which is equipped with a dance floor and sound 
system, is also available for birthday parties and other events. Amiya teaches several types of 
dance for a low price; students can learn ballet, tap, jazz, hip-hop, and salsa. Amiya has plans 
to take her business even further in the future. Look for an AMDA pink bus coming to your 
town!



1. How did Enzo and Amiya turn an interest into a successful 
business? 

Write a multiparagraph composition for your teacher 
describing what helped Enzo and Amiya become successful. 
Tell how someone you know became successful. Use details 
from both passages to help you describe your ideas.

As you write, follow the suggestions below.

 • Be sure your composition has a beginning, a middle, and an end.
 • Use details from both passages and include enough information so 

your teacher will understand your response.
 • Be sure to write clearly. 
 • Check your writing for correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar.
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GRADES 4−8

Use the space provided for planning your 
composition and writing your rough draft.

− Write your final draft neatly on the 
final draft page(s).
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final draft page(s).
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Directions: In this session, carefully read the resources provided and then use them to 
answer questions 2 through 10.

Research Topic: American Indian Tribes of Louisiana

Suppose you are writing a report on some of the American Indian tribes that have lived in 
Louisiana. Four different sources of information about American Indian tribes are included 
in this session. The titles of the resources and the page numbers where you can find  
them are listed below.

1. Page from the Web Site LATribes.com
 Tribes Unite (page 43)

2. Excerpt from The People’s Encyclopedia 
 “Caddo” (page 44)

3. Excerpts from the Book American Indian Tribes
 a. “The Chitimacha of Louisiana” (page 45)
 b. “The Tunica of Louisiana” (page 46)

4. Article from the Newspaper The Louisiana Press and Gazette
 “Keeping Native Languages Alive” (page 47)
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1. Page from the Web Site LATribes.com
Tribes Unite

website http://www.LATribes.com

Tribes Unite
In 1865 a Peace Council was called to 
unite all the tribes of the Indian Territory. It 
was held in the area of the city of Verden, 
Oklahoma. The leaders of the tribes 
understood that they would not survive 
unless they settled their differences. The 
agreement to form an Indian League was 
signed by representatives from the Caddo, 
Osage, Delaware, Kiowa, Comanche, 
Apache, Cheyenne, and Arapaho tribes.

More . . . 

Other Tribes

Choctaw

Mohawk

Tunica

Others

Some 
American 
Indian 
Tribes of 
Louisiana 

The Caddo

The Caddo tribe lived 
along the Red River, 
which flows through 
western Louisiana into 
the Gulf of Mexico. The 
name Caddo comes 
from a word that means 
“real chief” in the Caddo 
language. The Caddo 
are not really one tribe 
but an association of 
about twenty-five tribes.

More . . . 

History Customs Language Where are  
They Now



Caddo
 
The Caddo were a group of about twenty-five American Indian 
tribes that lived in the Red River Valley in western Louisiana 
and eastern Texas. The Caddo were farmers, so they built 
permanent homes. Some of these homes were made of poles and 
grasses; others were made of timbers and covered with mud and 
grasses.

The Caddo were traders and had trading networks that reached 
as far north as the Great Lakes. They are well known for their 
beautiful pottery. 

The first Europeans to come in contact with the Caddo were the 
French and Spanish in the early 1700s. In a treaty signed in 
1835, the Caddo of Louisiana gave up their land. They moved  
to Texas to join other members of their tribe. In 1859 they 
moved to Oklahoma.

2. Excerpt from The People’s Encyclopedia
“Caddo”



3. Excerpt from the Book American Indian Tribes
a. “The Chitimacha of Louisiana”

The Chitimacha of Louisiana

Meaning of  
Tribal Name 
 

Historical Location 

Current Location

Dwelling Type 

Food

Transportation 

History 
 

Current Population

Some sources say the name means “they who 
have cooking pots.” However, most tribes in the 
area also used cooking pots. The Chitimacha say  
it means “men altogether red.”

Mississippi Delta, Atchafalaya basin of  
south-central Louisiana

Charenton Reservation, Charenton, Louisiana

Palmetto leaf–covered pole frames with small 
entrances and smoke holes in the tops

Fish, roots, corn, potatoes, and small game

Dugout canoes that could hold as many as  
forty people

The Chitimacha are considered to be perhaps  
the first people who lived in the Mississippi Delta. 
They have lived there for about 6,000 years.

Approximately 900 enrolled tribe members



3. Excerpt from the Book American Indian Tribes
b. “The Tunica of Louisiana”

Meaning of  
Tribal Name

Historical Location

Current Location

Dwelling Type 
 

Food

Transportation

History 
 
 
 
 

Current Population

“The people” or “people of the rocks” 

Northwestern Mississippi

Reservation near Marksville, Louisiana

Circular homes made of poles, covered with clay 
and with thatched roofs. Walls of the houses were 
built around an open area that was used for games.

Corn, squash, deer, wild plants, and buffalo

Horses and canoes

The Tunica descended from the ancient Mound 
Builder people of the area. They came into contact 
with the French in the late 1600s. The English 
forced the French to leave the area in 1760. The 
Tunica lands later came under the control of Spain 
and then the United States.

36 on the reservation; 141 living in Louisiana 
according to the 1990 census

The Tunica of Louisiana



4. Article from the Newspaper The Louisiana Press and Gazette
“Keeping Native Languages Alive”

Keeping Native Languages Alive
By Sharon Ankrum

New Orleans, May 5—Fewer Caddo are 
speaking their native language. Today tribal 
languages are spoken mainly by tribe elders. 
The children are speaking English. Some 
are unhappy with this trend. A few people in 
Louisiana are doing something about it.

The Caddo language was once spoken across 
several tribes. Today, only a small number of 
people can speak it. A small group of people 
are working to record the Caddo language 
on tape and film. They have learned much 
through Caddo songs but want to record 
more conversations among Caddo language 
speakers.

This trend is similar to the Choctaws. One of 
the remaining Choctaw tribes in Louisiana is 
the Jena Band. Members of this tribe live in 
three parishes: LaSalle, Rapides, and Grant. 
According to some, fewer than twenty of these 
Choctaws still speak their native language. Older 
members of the tribe are attempting to teach 
the language to younger members. The tribe has 
purchased computers to help with this project.

One of the oldest members of the tribe is Mary 
Jackson Jones. She teaches both language 
and history classes to Choctaw children. She 
says she wants to keep the language of their 
ancestors alive for them. 

Ms. Jones feels these children no longer 
consider learning their native language a priority. 
This, she says, is because they have become 
so involved in their lives outside of the tribe. 
Most Choctaw children today do not speak the 
language, she says, and she doesn’t want to 
see that trend continue.
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A majority of the passages included in the spring 2014 assessments were permissioned passages. 
These passages will be added to this document as publishers and authors grant permission for their use. 
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A majority of the passages included in the spring 2014 assessments were permissioned passages. 
These passages will be added to this document as publishers and authors grant permission for their use. 
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56. Write an extended response that compares and contrasts Miata and Rudy. Include the 
following in your response:

• How each character behaves during the baseball challenge (actions, thoughts, 
words, etc.)  

and

• How each character uses the challenge to his or her advantage

Make sure your response includes specific evidence from the passage.
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