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Minutes - Official 
 

The meeting of the Special Education Advisory Panel was called to order at 9:00 
A.M.  Members present were Ms. Cindy Arceneaux, Dr. Donna Alleman, Ms. 
Holly Boffy, Mr. Reginald Browhow, Ms. Bonnie Buckelew, Ms. Ella Fairchild, Ms. 
Kimberlee Gazzolo, Dr. Elizabeth Marcell, Ms. Rana Ottallah, Ms. Amanda 
Sonnier, Ms. April Taylor, Ms. Susan Vaughn, Ms. Pittre Walker, and Ms. Patsy 
White. Ms. Toni Buxton served as a proxy for Dr. Rhenda Hodnett. 

Mark Martin, Dr. Rhenda Hodnett, and Ramona Wynder were recorded as 
excused. 

Representing the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) were 
Superintendent John White, Stephen Osborn, Tyrell Manieri, Bernell Cook, 
Bridget Devlin, and Sheila Guidry. 

Public Comments were received from Shawn Fleming and Christy Cormier. 

The meeting was called to order by co-chair, Holly Boffy. 

1 On motion of Ms. Gazzolo, seconded by Ms. Buckelew, the Special Education 
Advisory Panel approved the minutes of the September 12, 2012, meeting of the 
Panel. 
 
The panel pointed out that the September minutes included a request for a report 
on the IDEA Budget that was not on the December agenda and asked that the 
report be presented at the February SEAP meeting. 

 A moment of silence was observed for the death of Jason Weill. 

      * * * * * * * * * *  
Superintendent White’s report included three topics:  Weighted funding for 
special education students in the minimum foundation program (MFP) formula, 
an update report on Believe and Include grant recipients, and a discussion 
regarding the proposal for eliminating the LAA2 assessment from the 
accountability formula.   
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2 On motion of Ms. Buxton, seconded by Ms. Taylor, the Special Education 

Advisory Panel received the report regarding the weighted funding for special 
education students in the MFP. 

3 On motion of Ms. Buxton, seconded by Ms. Taylor, the Special Education 
Advisory Panel received the report regarding the Believe and Include grant. 

4 On motion of Ms. Buxton, seconded by April Taylor, the Special Education 
Advisory Panel received the report regarding the LAA2 assessment and the 
accountability formula. 

     * * * * * * * * * * 

Tyrell Manieri presented a report the purpose and operating structure of SEAP.  

5  On motion of Ms. Gazzolo, seconded by Dr. Alleman, the Special Education 
Advisory Panel requested that the LDE convene a special meeting in January 
2013 in order to discuss the SEAP bylaws, and place the following item on the 
February 2013 SEAP agenda: “Consideration of revisions to the SEAP Bylaws.” 

6  On motion of Ms. Boffy, and seconded by Dr. Marcell, the Special Education 
Advisory Panel received the report regarding the Purpose and Operating 
Structure of SEAP. 

     * * * * * * * * * * 

 Tyrell Manieri presented a report concerning the Special Education Complaint 
Procedure. Information was provided on the informal and formal complaint 
process, due process hearings, and the goals of dispute resolutions services.  

7 On motion of Ms. Vaughn and seconded by Ms. Walker, the Special Education 
Advisory Panel received the report regarding the LDE Special Education 
Complaint Procedure. 

     * * * * * * * * * * 

 Sheila Guidry from the LDE presented a report regarding 8(g) special education 
funding. Ms. Guidry stated that this grant was constitutionally created and 
awarded in seven different categories. It can be used for supplemental textbooks 
and instructional support. The panel requested additional information on the 
Special Education Center at the February SEAP meeting.  
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8 On motion of Ms. Gazzolo seconded Ms. Vaughn, the Special Education 

Advisory Panel received the report regarding LDE 8(g) Special Education 
Funding. 

   

 With no further business to come before the Special Education Advisory Panel, 
the meeting was adjourned at 1:32 p.m. 

 


