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College Board Mission 

The College Board's mission is to connect students to college success and 
opportunity. We are a not-for-profit membership organization committed to 
excellence and equity in education.  

 

Every student deserves the opportunity to prepare for, enroll in, and 
graduate from college. That is what drives us. That is the ethic we share with 
educators across the globe. People like you.  

 



Claims We Can Make: 
 
Students who earn a 3 or higher on an AP Exam are more likely 
to earn higher first-year GPAs in college compared  to non-AP 
students of similar ability. 
 
 Ackerman, P.L., Kanfer, R., & Calderwood, C. (2013) 
 Hargove, L., Godin, D., & Dodd, B.G. (2008)  
 Mattern, K., Shaw, E. J., & Xiong, X. (2009)  
 Shaw, E. J., Mattern, K. D., & Marini, J. P. (2012) 
 
Students who earn a 3 or higher on an AP Exam are more likely 
to earn higher fourth-year GPAs in college compared  to non-AP 
students of similar ability. 
 
 Ackerman, P.L., Kanfer, R., & Calderwood, C. (2013) 
 Hargrove, L., Godin, D., & Dodd, B.G. (2008)  
 
AP Exam scores are among the best predictors of college 
performance. 
 
 Ackerman, P.L., Kanfer, R., & Calderwood, C. (2013) 
 Geiser & Santelices (2004)  
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The Impact 

Research supporting the positive 
impact of AP courses and exams  



 

• This session is designed to provide a 
flexible framework that can be 
utilized by teachers, learning 
communities, instructional leaders 
and administrators. We will identify 
and utilize easily accessible reports, 
resources and tools with the 
purpose of informing instruction and 
empowering students in preparation 
for AP exams. 
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Objective & 
Purpose Statement 

 



Let’s Begin:  
Phase 1 
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AP Instructional 
Planning Report 
Tips for Interpreting the 
Report Page 
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Page 1 
Score Distributions 

The top bar graph and chart show how this group of students performed 
overall versus the global population. 
 
The bottom two bar graphs and charts show student performance on 
multiple-choice and free-response sections. 
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Page 2 
Content Area: Detailed Report 

Provides a detailed view of students’ performance on specific 

content categories on multiple-choice & free-response sections 
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Self Analysis 
Worksheet 
 Review completed self analysis 
worksheets 
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Resources 

AP Central is the hub of many, if 
not all, College Board endorsed 
AP tools and resources. 

• Free Response Samples and 
Commentary 

• AP Teacher Mentoring 
• AP Insight 
• Teaching and Assessing Modules 
• Davidson Next – Free Online PD 
• AP Teacher Community 
• Khan Academy 
• 2017 AP Annual  
• Advances in AP 
• Practice Exams 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/professional_development/233068.html
https://apinsight.collegeboard.org/
https://apac.collegeboard.org/


Phase II: 
Using the Official Practice Exam to 
Inform Instruction and Exam 
Readiness 
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AP Course Audit  

Secured Documents 

 Log into your AP 
Course Audit 
accounts 

 Select the “secured 
documents” tab in 
the left column 

 Download the most 
recent practice exam 
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Official AP 
Practice Exam 

. 

 



Students who can identify what 
they are learning significantly 
outscore those who cannot.  

 
Robert J. Marzano 
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Education Leadership: Helping Students Understand Assessment  
Ian Chappuis 



Utilizing the 
Practice Exam to 
Inform Instruction 



Let’s Unpack: 
Worksheet Walkthrough 

Items needed: 
• Official AP Practice 

Exam 
• 2016 AP Instructional 

Planning Report 
(APIPR) 

• APIPR Self- Analysis 
Worksheet 

• Your course syllabus 
• Textbook 
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Step 1: Plan 
 
•  Use page 2 of the APIPR to 

complete the knowledge 
column of the Unpacking the 
Exam Worksheet 

• Now use your syllabus and 
text to list the skills 
necessary for success 

• Match test items 

• Finally, using your syllabus 
and text  identify  the “when” 
and “where” 
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Step 2: Collaborate 
and Plot Your 
Knowledge Map 
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 Finally: Be Creative!! 
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Yes…You too 
Math Teachers! 



Best 
Practices 

• Schedule mock exam 

• Post and explain knowledge map  

• Flip the classroom 

• Rally support and excitement i.e. parent 

letters, T-shirts, weekend and after hours 

study groups etc. 

• Utilize Khan Academy and AP Central 

resources 

• Offer peer and teacher led tutoring 

sessions 

• Utilize the AP Teacher Community for 

fresh ideas 
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“Historically what you are doing is so 

different from the way teaching has been 

approached. It’s been: Here’s the content, I 

know what it is, you don’t, it’s in the 

textbook, now I’m going to give you a test. 

But to teach new content, you have to 

unpack it.” 

 

Robert Marzano 
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Visit to Palm Beach County FL – Teach to Reach, Insights  for next Century Teaching Blog 



Thank 
You! 


