
Think About …. 
Handout #1 

 
 

1. Say the word ‘lay’ to yourself. What are the two sounds in this 
word?  

 
/_______/     and    / ________/  

 
 

2. Did you write /l/ and /ae/? Those are the two sounds in the word 
lay. 

 
 

3. Thinking about just the sound /ae/ which was spelled ‘ay’ in “lay”, 
how many other ways to spell /ae/ can you think of?  Write as 
many words as you can below that have different spellings for the 
sound /ae/.  

 
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   
•  

 
 
 

4. Discuss with a shoulder partner: 
•  All the ways you came up with to spell the sound /ae/. 

 
 

• Which spelling do you think is the most common?  
 
 

• Which spelling do you think is least common? 
 
 
 
 
 


