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Targets for the Session 

• Discuss the over all goal of Social Studies 

• Deter mine what ar e authentic sour ces  

• Distinguish what infor mation can students 
gather  fr om var ious authentic  sour ces 

• Deter mine how to choose and use sour ces to 
dr ive instr uction 

 



What is the goal of Social Studies 
Instruction? 

• Read the Social Studies goal. 
• Write five words/short phrases that you feel provides 

clarification of the goal. 
• When the music begins move around the room. 
• When the music stops, find a partner.  
        (Low needs to find Rider) 
• Share your five words/short phrases. If you have the 

same word circle it. If your partner has one you want 
to add, put the word on your list. 

Presenter
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5 major words



To be productive members of society, students must be critical consumers of 
information they read, hear, and observe and communicate effectively about their 
ideas. They need to gain knowledge from a wide array of sources and examine and 
evaluate that information to develop and express an informed opinion, using 
information gained from the sources and their background knowledge. Students must 
also make connections between what they learn about the past and the present to 
understand how and why events happen and people act in certain ways. 
 Thus, students must:  
• Build an understanding of social studies content in the grade-level expectations 

(GLEs)  
 ○ Examine authentic sources to build knowledge of social studies content  
 ○ Explore meaningful questions about sources and content to build 
 understanding  
• Develop and express claims that demonstrate their understanding of content  
 ○ Make connections among ideas, people, and events across time and place 
 ○ Express understanding of content using evidence from authentic sources 
 and outside knowledge 



• Critical consumers of information 
• Communicate effectively 
• Gain knowledge wide array of sources 
• Express ideas 
• Make connections 
• Examine authentic sources 
• Explore questions about sources 
• Express understanding of content using sources  

 
 
 

 



So what can we do 
to prepare 
students…. 



Authentic Sources: 
• Provide challenging content in which students are 

required to think deeply and develop well-reasoned 
arguments rather than opinions voiced without 
adequate thought or evidence. 

• Offer students the information that supports the 
development of new understandings of events in 
history.  

• Call for real-life application of skills and content 
knowledge.  

• Gives teachers the support to help students reach 
understandings, make decisions, discuss issues and 
solve problems. 



What type 
of sources 
might our 
students 

see? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have teachers share out, and create a list on large poster note.



What type of sources might our 
students see? 

This can also include: 
Oral history account such as speeches or quotes, diary entry, and 
government based documents. 



Source Gallery Walk 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teachers will walk around to the large sticky note pads with titles of different sources. They will then place sticky notes discussing what type of information this source provide. (Participants will do pass the buck)



Let’s Begin Using Sources 



Social Studies Claims and Standards  
(4th Grade) 

• How have our leaders impacted the United 
States? (4.2.2)  

– 4.2.2 Cite evidence to support the key contributions and 
influence of people in the history of the United States 

• How did civil rights leaders work to solve a 
current issue? (4.8.4) 

– 4.8.4 Explain how good citizenship can solve a current 
issue 

– 4.7.1 Identify and summarize significant changes that have 
been made to the United States Constitution through the 
amendment process 

 



Express Understanding 
An individual has the power to 
impact society. How did the 
contributions and actions of the 
American people during the Civil 
Rights Movement support this 
statement? Draw on specific 
evidence from the given sources 
and your knowledge of social 
studies.  

Anthropologist Margaret Mead 
said, “Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world. 
Indeed, it is the only thing that 
ever has.” Support this 
statement based on specific 
evidence from the history of the 
civil rights movement. Draw on 
specific evidence from the given 
sources and your knowledge of 
social studies.  





Using Quotes as a Source 

• Quotes can be used to both 
introduce key individuals or events in 
history.  

• It helps students learn about 
someone by analyzing their words. 

• It provides contextual evidence of 
the mood and tone of that historical 
event. 

• Quotes also provide evidence of how 
that individual contributed to a 
certain historical event. 

Quote Key: 
• Feel 
• Think 
• Saying 
• Message 

Conveying 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read quote. Each person in a group of 4 pulls a picture from the bag. (Heart (person feels), mind (person thinks), mouth (person is actually saying), megaphone (message trying to convey)





 
 

Using Historical Photos/Posters as a 
Source 

 
 

• When using historical photos/posters, teachers 
should understand that students might need the 
most help drawing their observations together to 
reach conclusions about what information the photo 
is conveying. 
– Probing questions and graphic organizers—can 

help students develop an understanding of the 
photo. 

– Have student to circle things they notice drawing 
on specific details that can provide knowledge to 
help students make a historical judgment. 



What question do you want answered after looking at 
this picture?  

What information does this photo provide?  



Which photo would you choose and why?  

Which photo provides more 
information that supports the 
claim? 

How can both of these 
images be used in 
instruction? 



Historical 
Poster/Flyer 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tell teachers to take out NewsELA article and read. Have them to highlight information and discuss facts from the text. Discuss how this nay be a read aloud, or teacher may choose for students to read certain parts of the text independently.





Understanding the sequence of events in social 
studies is critical to an understanding of cause 
and effect. Timelines help to: 
• Establish the sequence of events in history 
• Highlight the most important events in history 
• Tell the story of people in a logical sequence 

 

 
 

Using Timeline as Sources 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each group will create cause and effect sheet.





• Provides instructional methods in which 
students can learn from voices of the past.  

• Increased student motivation through past 
experiences 

• Enhanced learning through personal accounts 
• Provides a look into the lives and events of the 

past. 
 

 
 

Using Videos as Sources 
 
 



Voices of those who experienced 
March on Washington 

•Video 1 
•Video 2 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Divide the room in half. One side focus on the male’s encounter and the other side focus on the lady. Have them create a bubble map, jotting down information about how the person contributed and responded to this event. Then create a class Venn Diagram of the encounters.

http://www.pbs.org/video/2365058233/
http://www.pbs.org/video/2365058207/


Group Discussion Activity 

• Discuss the point of view and perspective of 
each person from the video. 
– What information did you gain from these 

personal accounts? 
– Are their point of views of this event the same? 

(Why or why not?) 
– How does each person’s perspective provide 

insight of this historical event? 
 



Let’s Share Out 
(Debriefing) 

– How does the use of quotes help to enhance 
social studies content and instruction? 

– How did the picture study build student interest 
and social studies knowledge? 

– Why is it important to use various encounters to 
gather information? 

– How does hearing personal testimonies help build 
a deeper understanding of history for students?  
 





• Helps to provide insight about a historical event. 
• Provides students with first-hand encounter of the 

emotions during this time period. 
• Provides facts and situational aspects from different 

perspectives. 
• Helps to determine the reasons for changes in 

history. 

 
 

Using Speeches 
 
 



President Kennedy’s Speech 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/jfkcivilrights.htm 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Groups will complete the Soapstone activity. Each person will be responsible for one part of the Soapstone method. Each person from that group will then meet up with participants that have them same Soapstone responsibility. They will collaborate to come up with a final answer to report to the group.

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/jfkcivilrights.htm


SOAP ST(one) Activity 
• SOAP STONE is a structure/strategy to 

encourage and strengthen readers’ interaction 
with and comprehension and analysis of text.  
– S-Subject 
– O-Occasion 
– A-Audience 
– P-Purpose 
– S-Speaker 
– T(one)-Tone 



Express Understanding 
An individual has the power to 
change society. How did the 
contributions and actions of the 
American people during the Civil 
Rights Movement support this 
statement? Draw on specific 
evidence from the given sources 
and your knowledge of social 
studies.  

Anthropologist Margaret Mead 
said, “Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world. 
Indeed, it is the only thing that 
ever has.” Support this 
statement based on specific 
evidence from the history of the 
civil rights movement. Draw on 
specific evidence from the given 
sources and your knowledge of 
social studies.  
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