
 

 

District Access Guide 

This quick guide provides information on how to access the English Language Arts (ELA) Guidebooks 2.0 and 
additional materials. All of the following unit materials are available through the Unit Materials page. 

Materials Description How to Access 
Units and  
Teacher 
Materials 

Units include student-friendly slides, 
teaching notes, and example student 
responses.  
 
The Department recommends 
teaching up to 4 units per grade per 
school year. 

• Access the ELA Guidebook 2.0 units through 
LearnZillion. These units have an open license, 
which means they can be used, adapted, shared, 
and printed without any permission needed.  

• Access a list of units. 

Books Most units require books to be 
purchased. 

• View the master list of texts to determine 
whether the district already owns copies of a 
book. 

• Purchase classroom bundles of books through 
American Reading Company.1 

Additional 
Texts 

Most units require additional print 
and digital texts.  
• Printed texts, such as book 

chapters or poems, are available 
for purchase as unit readers.  

• Digital texts, such as videos or 
audio texts, can accessed through 
a link in the units. 

• Purchase unit readers of additional texts through 
XanEdu.2 You can order classroom sets or one 
copy per student. 

• Ensure any digital texts are accessible by teachers 
(i.e., the URL/website is not blocked). 

Student 
Materials 

All units require students to have 
access to handouts.  
 
In addition, some texts are able to be 
printed for classroom use. 

• Print one copy per student of the student 
materials. 

• Access the student materials in July 2016 on the 
Unit Materials page or Louisiana Believes. 

• The student materials can also be downloaded 
and printed for each lesson under the Additional 
Materials tab. 

Training Support teachers upfront in 
understanding how to implement the 
units.  
 
Provide teachers access to training as 
they are implementing the units to 
solve any issues that arise. 

• The Department provides free training sessions 
at the June Teacher Leader Summit and at the 
supervisor and teacher leader collaborations; be 
sure the right people attend those sessions. 

• Click here to access the Vendor PD Course 
Catalog for information about purchasing 
guidebook training. 

 

                                                           
1 The State has a contract with American Reading Company for districts to purchase books. 
2 The State will have a contract with XanEdu for districts to purchase unit readers beginning July 2016. 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/ela-guidebooks
https://learnzillion.com/resources/90991-unit-materials
https://learnzillion.com/resources/81666-english-language-arts-guidebook-units
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/ela-guidebooks-2-0-units.docx?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/k-12-ela-unit-plan-text-list-(xlsx).xlsx?sfvrsn=2
http://www.americanreading.com/louisiana-doe/
http://www.xanedu.com/orderform/louisiana_schools/
https://learnzillion.com/resources/90991-unit-materials
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-ela-year-long-planning
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/2016-vendor-pd---course-catalog.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/2016-vendor-pd---course-catalog.pdf?sfvrsn=2


 

 

District Access Guide 

Cost of Implementation 

Each local school system should determine how teachers will access the guidebook materials based on the 
individual budget and academic structure needs. The cost of implementing ELA Guidebooks 2.0 will depend on 
the access decisions made locally; however, the cost of materials for guidebook units ranges from around 
$350 per classroom through $4000 per classroom depending on the unit and method of access. 

Sample access and implementation scenarios are provided below. 

Scenario 1: The same unit is taught at the same time in each classroom. 

 Making a Scientist The Birchbark 
House 

The Lion, the Witch, 
and the Wardrobe Wonderstruck 

August-October Grade 5, 4 teachers    
October-January  Grade 5, 4 teachers   
January-March   Grade 5, 4 teachers  
March-May    Grade 5, 4 teachers 

 
Total Estimated Cost = $15,650 plus cost of vendor training 

• Units and Teacher Materials = FREE 
• Books = $9350 (4 classroom sets of books x 4 units) 
• Additional Texts = $4400 (1 unit reader per student x 4 units) 
• Student Materials = FREE to access; $1900 estimated cost to print (1 booklet per student x 4 units) 
• Training = FREE training sessions through the supervisor and teacher leader collaborations; contact 

vendors to purchase training 
 

Scenario 2: Each teacher teaches a different unit in a school to rotate the materials. 

 Making a Scientist The Birchbark 
House 

The Lion, the Witch, 
and the Wardrobe Wonderstruck 

August-October Grade 5 Teacher A Grade 5 Teacher D Grade 5 Teacher C Grade 5 Teacher B 
October-January Grade 5 Teacher B Grade 5 Teacher A Grade 5 Teacher D Grade 5 Teacher C 
January-March Grade 5 Teacher C Grade 5 Teacher B Grade 5 Teacher A Grade 5 Teacher D 
March-May Grade 5 Teacher D Grade 5 Teacher C Grade 5 Teacher B Grade 5 Teacher A 

 
Total Estimated Cost = $5350 plus cost of vendor training 

• Units and Teacher Materials = FREE 
• Books = $2,350 (1 classroom set of books x 4 units) 
• Additional Texts = $1100 (1 classroom set of unit readers per unit x 4 units) 
• Student Materials = FREE to access; $1900 cost to print (1 booklet per student x 4 units) 
• Training = FREE training sessions through the supervisor and teacher leader collaborations; contact 

vendors to purchase training 

 
 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/2016-vendor-pd---course-catalog.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/2016-vendor-pd---course-catalog.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/2016-vendor-pd---course-catalog.pdf?sfvrsn=2
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Sample Communication to Principals and Teachers 

Below is an example of how a local school system may communicate the process for accessing these materials 
to principals and teachers. Customize this letter based on the needs of the school system. Use the chart below 
the letter to fill in the specifics of how to access the materials. 

 

Dear [insert school system name] teachers, 

[insert school system name] is excited to announce that it has chosen the Louisiana Department of 
Education’s English Language Arts (ELA) Guidebooks 2.0 as the ELA curriculum for the 2016-2017 
school year. The ELA Guidebooks are classroom-ready daily lessons made by Louisiana teachers for 
teachers to ensure all students can read, understand, and express their understanding of complex, 
grade-level texts. For more information visit the Department's website at [insert Guidebook URL].  

Schools and teachers can begin accessing the guidebook units and supporting materials in 
preparation for the next school year. Below is information for how to access the guidebook 
materials. 

• Units: [insert text from the chart below based on the access decision] 
• Books: [insert text from the chart below based on the access decision] 
• Additional Texts: [insert text from the chart below based on the access decision] 
• Student Materials: [insert text from the chart below based on the access decision] 
• Training: [insert text from the chart below based on the access decision] 

 

Sincerely, 

XXXX 
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Materials Option One: School System Access Option Two: School/Teacher Access 
Units and 
Teacher 
Materials 

Identify the units to be taught at which 
grades. Include this text: 
 
The following units will be taught at 
the following grade levels: [LIST UNITS 
BY GRADE WITH LINKS] 

Provide access to units for teachers or schools to 
decide. Include this text: 
 
Select which units for the ELA Guidebooks 2.0 
you will teach. You should select [number of 
units] units per grade for grades [grade 
levels].  

Access the list of units and when they will be 
available on LearnZillion. 

Books The local school system will provide the 
books. Include this text: 
 
The district will provide classroom 
bundles of the following books: [LIST 
BOOKS TO BE PROVIDED] 

Schools or teachers will need to purchase 
classroom sets of books. Include this text: 
 
View the list of purchased books to determine 
whether you already own copies of a book. 

You may purchase bundles of books for each 
unit through American Reading Company.  

Additional Texts The school system will purchase unit 
readers. Include this text: 
 
The district will provide [DESCRIBE 
HOW MANY, SUCH AS CLASSROOM 
SETS OR ONE UNIT READER PER 
STUDENT] for each unit taught. 

Some texts, such as videos, will need to 
be accessed digitally. Links are provided 
with each unit on LearnZillion. 

Schools or teachers will need to purchase unit 
readers. Include this text: 
 
You may purchase unit readers of additional 
texts for each student through XanEdu.  

Some texts, such as videos, will need to be 
accessed digitally. Links are provided with each 
unit on LearnZillion. 

Student 
Materials 

The school system will print class sets of 
student materials. Include this text: 
 
The district will provide one copy of the 
printed student materials per student 
for each unit taught. 

Schools and/or teachers will need to print class 
sets of student materials. Include this text: 
 
Click here to access student materials for 
printing. Print one copy per student for each 
unit taught. 

Training Describe the school system’s plan to support guidebook implementation. Include which 
teachers should attend the teacher leader collaborations and/or purchased training through 
the Vendor PD Course Catalog. 

 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/ela-guidebooks-2-0-units.docx?sfvrsn=2
https://learnzillion.com/resources/81666-english-language-arts-guidebook-units
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/k-12-ela-unit-plan-text-list-(xlsx).xlsx?sfvrsn=2
http://www.americanreading.com/louisiana-doe/
https://learnzillion.com/resources/81666-english-language-arts-guidebook-units
http://www.xanedu.com/orderform/louisiana_schools/
https://learnzillion.com/resources/81666-english-language-arts-guidebook-units
https://learnzillion.com/resources/90991-unit-materials
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/2016-vendor-pd---course-catalog.pdf?sfvrsn=2

