Name _________________________________________________________________
BREAKING DOWN WRITING PROMPTS
Learning how to address a writing prompt is an important skill to develop. Addressing the prompt means more than just reading it. It requires learning how to BREAKDOWN the prompt to fully understand it. Many writing assignments often start with a writing prompt. The prompt is a set of instructions designed to help guide students on what to write about and how to write about it. 

How to BREAKDOWN the prompt:
1. Read the prompt carefully 
2. Identify key terms or concepts that need to be defined 
3. Mark parts that are unclear or important 
4. Annotate the prompt for any part that is unclear or important 

(http://www.sfsu.edu/~carp1/pdf/Reading%20Skills/Prompts/Addressing%20the%20Prompt.pdf)


1. LITERARY ANALYSIS Writing Task (Maximum Writing Time 75 Minutes)
You have read a passage from The Count of Monte Cristo and a scene from Blessings. Think about the similarities and differences in how the two authors develop the themes in each text. 

Write an essay in which you identify a theme from each text and analyze how each theme is developed. Be sure to include specific details from both selections.

Let’s break it down!
The Actions:   -----------------> The Tasks:
[image: ]_think about________  ----> _similarities & differences____
________________ ----> _____________________
________________ ----> _____________________
________________ ----> _____________________
________________ ----> _____________________


2. RESEARCH Writing Task (Maximum Time 90 minutes)
You have learned about electricity by reading two articles, “Energy Story” and “Conducting Solutions,” and viewing a video clip titled “Hands-on Science with Squishy Circuits." 
In an essay, compare the purposes of the three sources. Then analyze how each source uses explanations, demonstrations, or descriptions of experiments to help accomplish its purpose. Be sure to discuss important differences and similarities between the information gained from the video and the information provided in the articles. Support your response with evidence from each source.

Let’s break it down!
The Actions:   -----------------> The Tasks:
[image: ]________________ ----> _____________________
________________ ----> _____________________
________________ ----> _____________________
________________ ----> _____________________
________________ ----> _____________________

3. NARRATIVE Writing Task (Maximum Time 60 minutes)
At the end of the passage, Howie tells Kevin that he is not making a good case. Write an original story that describes what Kevin does next to try to change Howie’s mind about paying for Cromwell’s training. In writing your story:
· Consider what actions Kevin might take or what Kevin might say that would strengthen his case.
· Be sure to use what you have learned about the setting, characters, and plot of the passage.
Let’s break it down!
The Actions:   -----------------> The Tasks:
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]________________ ----> _____________________
________________ ----> _____________________
________________ ----> _____________________
________________ ----> _____________________
________________ ----> _____________________
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