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Poll

Who is in the room? 

What content area do you focus on? 



Strong Start 2020: 
Addressing Unfinished Learning in the 2020-2021 School Year
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Strong Start Framework

A strong start to the 2020-2021 academic year builds on the academic priorities and 
decisions to which school systems have already committed in their approved school system 
plans submitted via Super App. This included a coherent academic plan for:

• High-quality curriculum

• High-quality teacher development

• High-quality assessments

Strong Start 2020 ensures the school system’s plan is augmented to meet new academic 
and operational demands so that all students have access to continuous learning.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/district-support/louisianas-school-system-planning-guide.pdf


5

Strong Start Framework

In addition to the continued implementation of school system plans, a strong start to 2020-2021 will ensure:

● Every student’s academic needs are identified at the beginning of the year using high-quality, 
standards-aligned diagnostic tools and assessments.

● There is a plan for every student, including extra time and support for students with the greatest unfinished 
learning from the prior year.

○ Curricular tools, enhancements, and supports to address unfinished learning
○ Robust support for early grade reading
○ Emotional, behavioral, and mental health screening and services
○ Compensatory education and support for students with disabilities
○ An updated professional development plan with options for versatile delivery of training on curriculum, 

as well as online mentor training and content modules

● There are clear next steps for every high school student and recent graduate, who will enter a new 
economy. 
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Strong Start Framework

The Core Academics Domain 
focuses on:

• Addressing individual student 
needs

• Planning for continuous use 
of aligned curricular materials

• Providing continuous 
instruction for non-core 
subjects, including CTE

• Ensuring high school students 
are on track to graduation



Addressing Unfinished Learning: 
School System Approach
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The Challenge

A recent study predicted that students will experience a learning loss of 30 percent in 
reading and 50 percent in math as a result of the crisis. 

https://www.nwea.org/content/uploads/2020/05/Collaborative-Brief_Covid19-Slide-APR20.pdf

https://www.nwea.org/content/uploads/2020/05/Collaborative-Brief_Covid19-Slide-APR20.pdf
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The Approach to Addressing Unfinished Learning

https://tntp.org/blog/post/remediation-wont-help-students-catch-up-heres-what-will

To tackle these challenges from the extended school facility closure, school 
systems need to “focus on strategies proven to accelerate student learning. 
We know that typical remediation—assigning work better suited for earlier 
grades—won’t come close to catching students up and will likely 
compound the problem. [The]....approach of “meeting students where they are” 
practically guarantees they’ll lose more academic ground and get even less 
access to grade-level work in the future. The students stuck in this vicious cycle 
are disproportionately the most vulnerable: students of color, from low-income 
families, with special needs, or learning English.” - Bailey Cato Czuprik, TNTP 

https://tntp.org/blog/post/remediation-wont-help-students-catch-up-heres-what-will
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Identifying unfinished learning requires schools to:

1. Administer appropriate screeners or diagnostic assessments to understand what 
students have learned and the unfinished learning gaps. 

2. Address unfinished learning gaps: 
a. Begin the 2020-2021 school year with Unit 1 from on-grade-level curriculum,
b. Use the instructional materials guidance to develop a content-specific approach 

based on grade-level and curriculum, and
c. Consider the additional needs of diverse learners including students with 

disabilities and English learners.
3. Ensure educators receive professional development and time to plan effectively. 

Addressing Unfinished Learning for All Students

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/diagnostic-and-screener-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=42599b1f_12
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/strong-start-2020_-addressing-unfinished-learning-gaps-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=2d499b1f_4
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/instructional-materials-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=2b259b1f_8
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Poll

For the 2020-2021 school year, how prepared is your school system / school to: 

1. Administer appropriate screeners and diagnostics? 
2. Address unfinished learning gaps?
3. Ensure educators receive needed professional development? 
4. Ensure educators have time to plan to address unfinished learning before the start of 

the 2020-2021 school year? 



Screeners and Diagnostic Assessments
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Kindergarten Entry Assessments (KEA)
KEAs identify where a child may need additional instructional supports ahead of entry into Kindergarten. 
These assessments evaluate children’s progress on skills and behaviors, such as social-emotional 
development. For a list of required skills to be measured for each grade level, see the Diagnostic and 
Screener Guidance.

K-3 Literacy Screening Assessments
K-3 Literacy Screening Assessments identify which children may be at risk for experiencing reading 
difficulties in order to provide timely and effective support. For more information, see the Diagnostic and 
Screener Guidance.

Screeners for Diverse Learners
The English Language Proficiency Screener (ELPS) should be used to screen all newly enrolled K-12 
students who meet the participation criteria. 

Screeners

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/diagnostic-and-screener-guidance.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/diagnostic-and-screener-guidance.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/diagnostic-and-screener-guidance.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/diagnostic-and-screener-guidance.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/elps-guidance-2019-2020.pdf?sfvrsn=28dc9d1f_13
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/english-learners/english-learner-identification-flowchart.pdf?sfvrsn=1d2b931f_12
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Diagnostic assessments provide school system and school leaders, teachers, and parents a sense of 
whether students are prepared for grade-level content and whether they need additional support. 

School systems should use a high-quality, curriculum-embedded assessment or LEAP 360 diagnostic 
assessments. 

• Math: Many high-quality curricula provide unit-by-unit diagnostic assessments in math for 
timely analysis of unfinished learning. 

• ELA: Many high-quality curricula provide formative assessments to regularly monitor students’ 
needs. 

• LEAP 360 Diagnostic Assessments: The Department provides schools systems with access to 
free diagnostic assessments as part of the LEAP 360 formative assessment system. 

For additional information, see the Diagnostic and Screener Guidance in the Strong Start 2020 guide.

Diagnostic Assessments

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17R_tUiNndAiuT1eQGRzPjP2Vm3fQiu_CV2_aPO6u-0I/edit#bookmark=id.ns6j4nsfuf2q
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17R_tUiNndAiuT1eQGRzPjP2Vm3fQiu_CV2_aPO6u-0I/edit#bookmark=id.9d49oi9tl3k7
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17R_tUiNndAiuT1eQGRzPjP2Vm3fQiu_CV2_aPO6u-0I/edit#bookmark=id.9d49oi9tl3k7
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/ONLINE-INSTRUCTIONAL-MATERIALS-REVIEWS/curricular-resources-annotated-reviews
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/measuringresults/leap-360
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/diagnostic-and-screener-guidance.pdf


Addressing Unfinished Learning:
Content-Specific Approaches
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Approach in Early Childhood

To support children entering or continuing in early childhood classrooms, teachers must 
consider their social and emotional development, and how it may have been impacted by 
multiple transitions, breaks in routines, and disruptions in relationships with their caregivers. 

Teachers should continue to foster and improve adult-child interactions that support 
high-quality early childhood experiences. To do this, teachers should: 

• Establish consistent routines and structures early as children transition back to school. 
• Create and maintain positive environments to support children’s healthy development. 
• Use Instructional Materials Guidance to support relationships with families partnering 

with them in the care and education of their children, in classrooms and at home. 
• Use assessment data to adjust teaching based on the individual needs of each child.
• Use open-ended questions and feedback loops to individualize interactions.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/instructional-materials-guidance.pdf
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Approach in ELA, K-2 

When supporting K-2 students in ELA instruction, it is imperative teachers continue to use 
high-quality curricula to focus on foundational skills, reading, understanding and expressing 
understanding of complex texts. 

Teachers should administer and analyze literacy screener results to: 

• Individualize instruction and provide necessary explicit, structured foundational skills 
phonics instruction through small group instruction. 

• Guide use of high-quality curriculum for each student. 

Upcoming Resources:
Unfinished learning guidance from high-quality vendors will be added to the Strong Start 
Instructional Materials document in July.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/pre-k-to-3rd-grade-assessment-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=c10b8d1f_91


18

Approach in ELA, 3-12

To support students in grades 3-12 in reading, understanding, and expressing their 
understanding of complex, grade-level texts, teachers should focus on supporting students in 
accessing the features of complex, current grade-level texts. The Louisiana Student Standards 
for each grade level are cyclical in nature, with text complexity building at each grade level. 
Therefore, in order to address unfinished learning gaps, teachers should: 

• Teach the new grade-level content, starting with Unit 1, using the high-quality 
curriculum’s complex, grade-level texts. 

• Use formative assessments from their high-quality curriculum to regularly diagnose 
students’ needs. 

• Provide targeted supports aligned to the theory of diverse learner support, 
understanding that more students will need support and some supports will be provided 
in a whole group setting. 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/k-12-ela-standards.pdf
https://learnzillion.com/resources/134194/
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Approach in ELA, 3-12

Putting the approach into action:
A fourth grade teacher while preparing to teach the ELA Guidebook unit, Hurricanes, should 
consider which students might have limited background knowledge in the scientific and 
historical contexts of weather phenomena in Louisiana. 

This teacher should:

1. Teach the fourth grade unit with grade-level texts;
2. Consider the possible diverse learner supports needed to support students background 

knowledge in understanding the scientific phenomena of hurricanes and their historical 
impact on Louisiana; and

3. Provide supports in either whole-class or small groups based on observed or measured 
student needs.

https://learnzillion.com/resources/134194/
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Approach in ELA, 3-12

Resources: 

• Strong Start Instructional Materials Guidance
• Diverse Learner Guide
• Supports Flow Chart

After students have received all possible curriculum-based support described above, a small 
subset of students may also require support in the areas of phonological awareness, phonics, 
and fluency through intensive interventions focused on the foundations of reading. Intensive 
interventions should be provided in addition to core, high-quality curriculum-based 
instruction. Please review Foundations of Reading Intensive Intervention Material Reviews to 
determine if particular materials are appropriate.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/instructional-materials-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=2b259b1f_36
https://learnzillion.com/resources/134194/
https://learnzillion.com/resources/134191/
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/ONLINE-INSTRUCTIONAL-MATERIALS-REVIEWS/curricular-resources-annotated-reviews
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Approach in Science

When supporting students in science, it is important to understand that content spirals across grade 
levels and students continuously build on and revise their knowledge and abilities over time. 
Therefore, teachers should not teach entire units missed from the 2019-2020 school year.  

Teachers should instead focus instruction on standards for the current grade level. Students should 
continue to build content knowledge through the context of real world phenomena, use the science 
and engineering practices to gather evidence, and apply the crosscutting concepts to develop an 
understanding of science concepts. This can be done by adding in the following supports, as needed:

• Use the learning progressions provided in Appendix A of the Louisiana Student Standards to 
scaffold grade-level lessons 

• Use the Louisiana Guides to Piloting and Implementing High-Quality Curricula 
• Use the Strong Start Instructional Materials Guidance to adapt instructional materials for distance 

learning 
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Approach in Science

Putting the approach into action:

School Systems using Department-created resources should:

1. Teach grade standards, as intended, using high quality materials;
2. Use the learning progressions provided in Appendix A of the Louisiana Student 

Standards, consider the unfinished learning that may have resulted, and annotate, 
during unit and lesson planning, scaffolds or supports that should be provided to 
students during instruction to access grade level content; and

3. Deliver in-the-moment scaffolds and supports to students during grade-level instruction 
to address any gaps in knowledge or skills. 

School systems using high-quality science curricula should use the Strong Start Instructional 
Materials Guidance to address unfinished learning. 
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Approach in Science, K-12

Available Resources

• Strong Start Instructional Materials Guidance 
• Louisiana Student Standards for Science - Appendix A
• Louisiana Guides to Implementing High-Quality Curricula 
• Louisiana Guides to Piloting OpenSciEd - Grades 6, 7, and 8
• Louisiana Guide to Piloting Inquiry Hub 
• Sample Scope and Sequence Documents 

Upcoming Resources

• Louisiana Guides to Piloting OpenSciEd: Distance Learning Supports (coming August)
• Louisiana Guides to Piloting Inquiry Hub: Distance Learning Supports (coming soon) 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/instructional-materials-guidance.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/k-12-louisiana-student-standards-for-science.zip?sfvrsn=550c971f_24
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-science-resources
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/year-long-planning/louisiana-guide-to-piloting-openscied-grade-6.pdf?sfvrsn=54b99d1f_14
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/year-long-planning/louisiana-guide-to-piloting-openscied-grade-7.pdf?sfvrsn=5bb99d1f_14
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/year-long-planning/louisiana-guide-to-piloting-openscied-grade-8.pdf?sfvrsn=5ab99d1f_14
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/year-long-planning/biology-louisiana-guide-to-piloting-inquiry-hub304dfb5b8c9b66d6b292ff0000215f92.pdf?sfvrsn=59d69d1f_10
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/year-long-planning/lsss-sample-scope-and-sequence-documents.zip?sfvrsn=cb81981f_4
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Approach in Social Studies

When supporting students in social studies, it is important to understand that content spirals 
across grade levels. Therefore, teachers should not teach units missed from the 2019-2020 
school year. 

Teachers should instead focus instruction on standards for the current grade level. Students 
should still learn content through complex text, but teachers will need to build strategically 
to the complex text, without abandoning it. This can be done by adding in the following 
supports, as needed:

• Plan to preview content for students through through accessible text and videos (using 
the scope and sequence as a resource).

• Teach content specific vocabulary explicitly.
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Approach in Social Studies

Available Resources

• Scope and Sequences 
• Companion Documents

Upcoming Resources
• In the event of a school campus closure for the beginning of the 2020-2021 school year, distance 

learning packets will be developed for each course in grades 3-8, US History, and Civics, for unit 1. 
The packets will not cover the entire content of the unit but will focus on a key topic. Teachers can 
use the packets as a cornerstone to build materials for additional content coverage. The materials 
will be designed to be low tech but can be adapted for schools using an online learning platform.  
The Department will evaluate the need for more distance learning support in social studies 

throughout the 2020-2021 school year.    

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-social-studies-resources
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-social-studies-resources
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Approach in Math, K-12

To support students in math, teachers should not begin the year teaching the missed lessons from 
the 2019-2020 school year. Instead, previous grade-level skills and supports should be embedded 
into the on-grade-level learning throughout the school year.

Curriculum-specific guidance for each Tier 1 math provider (coming July 2020) will include:

• Updated implementation calendars and resources that embed missed skills or background 
knowledge from the 2019-2020 school year into the next grade level, connected to the 
on-grade-level lessons

• Additional prerequisite work connected to on-grade-level lessons that will support the major 
work of each grade
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Approach in Math, K-12

Putting the approach into action:
A sixth grade teacher preparing for instruction on Eureka Math Module 5: Area, Surface Area, 
and Volume should utilize the guidance and resources provided through the Eureka Math Reveal 
(coming August 2020), resources that identify gaps in knowledge and provide supports.

Guidance and resources from each Tier 1 math curriculum will be aligned with best practices for 
supporting students with unfinished learning in accessing grade-level math content:
1. Identify the standard(s) being targeted during core instruction and the connected 

prerequisite standards using the Remediation Guides; 
2. Use data from diagnostic assessments and student work to determine whole class, small 

group, and/or individual student needs for support in prerequisite standards; and
3. Engage students in components of previous grade levels of the Tier 1 curriculum and/or 

other aligned resources to address unfinished learning.

https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/3454910/PD%20Collateral/Louisiana%20Distance%20Learning%20+%20VPD/Eureka%20Math%20in%20Sync%20-%20Louisiana%20Start%20Strong.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/year-long-planning/supporting-diverse-learners-in-mathematics.pdf?sfvrsn=9b549c1f_4
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-math-year-long-planning
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Approach in Math, K-12

Available Resources

• Louisiana Implementation Guides
• Remediation Guides

Additional Upcoming Resources

• LEAP 360 Diagnostic Mapping (coming July 2020): Curriculum-specific guidance, 
containing mapping of LEAP 360 diagnostic items in math to specific units of every 
high-quality curricula, will be released on the K-12 Math Planning page.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-math-year-long-planning
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-math-year-long-planning
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/ONLINE-INSTRUCTIONAL-MATERIALS-REVIEWS/curricular-resources-annotated-reviews
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-math-year-long-planning
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Questions

What are common approaches across content areas for addressing unfinished learning?

• For example, what is common in the approach in ELA and math? 

What differences do you see across content areas for addressing unfinished learning? 

• For example, how does the approach in early childhood differ from the approach in 
math? 

Please type your response in the chat box. 



Ensure Educators Receive Professional Development 
and Time to Plan
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Instructional Materials Guidance

In order to ensure a Strong Start 
2020, school systems should adapt 
academic plan for 2020-2021 to 
include distance learning plans 
provided by publishers of 
high-quality instructional materials. 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/instructional-materials-guidance.pdf
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Professional Development Vendor Guidance

In order to ensure a Strong Start 
2020, school systems should have 
a comprehensive professional 
development plan that makes 
accommodations for providing 
development to staff using virtual 
methods as necessary and 
includes a plan for training all 
educators on distance learning 
platforms. 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/professional-development-plan-vendor-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=f85b9b1f_14
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/professional-development-plan-vendor-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=f85b9b1f_14
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Poll

What is the most important action step your instructional leadership team(s) should take to 
ensure educators are prepared to address unfinished learning in the 2020-2021 school year?
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Close Out

Next Steps: 

• Review the Strong Start 2020 resources for addressing unfinished learning 
• Review resources available for your content area(s), and keep an eye out for resources 

that will be released in the coming weeks.

Questions: 

• Strong Start 2020,  LDOE.GrantsHelpdesk@la.gov 
• Screeners and diagnostics, assessment@la.gov 
• Instructional materials and PD guidance, classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/strong-start-2020-louisiana's-plan.pdf?sfvrsn=9479b1f_22
mailto:LDOE.GrantsHelpdesk@la.gov
mailto:assessment@la.gov
mailto:classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov

