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A Louisiana National Estuarine Research Reserve– 
Participating in a National Network to Tell our Story

National Estuarine Research 
Reserve System (NERRS)
network of protected areas 
representative of the various 
biogeographic regions and 
estuarine types in the United States. 

Reserves are established  as 
state-NOAA partnership for 
long-term research, education, and 
stewardship to promote informed 
management of the nation’s 
estuaries and coastal habitats.



Primary Goals of the Reserve System

STEWARDSHIP RESEARCH TRAINING EDUCATION 

• Mapping
• Restoration
• Land 

Acquisition

• Monitoring
• Collaboration
• Student 

Fellowships

• Target 
Audiences

• Priority Issues

• Teachers
• Communities
• Students

1.  Long-term protection to insure longitudinal research
2.  Address significant coastal management issues through coordinated research
3.  Enhance public awareness and understanding of estuaries
4.  Partner with feds, state, public, and private entities on research
5.  Conduct and coordinate system wide research



Reserve Acreage Varies

Gulf of Mexico



What are benefits of NERR System to Louisiana?
● The NERR System provides a national network to describe 

the unique attributes of a major delta ecosystem to the 
nation; and promote our efforts at national level to restore 
and protect this natural, economic, and cultural resource.

● Establishing a Louisiana National Estuarine Research 
Reserve (LaNERR) will provide federal support for applied 
science, monitoring, education and outreach opportunities 
and resources to our coasta

● Facilities and site to enhanced education of ‘what is a 
delta estuary’ to K-12 and public builds support for our 
coastal programs from recreation to restoration. 



•Interpretive center               
•Nature trails
•Research field station          
•Conference room                      
•Overnight 

  accommodations    
•Boats
•Public boat access               
•Docking facilities 
•Weather Station 
•Public Access for research,

  education and stewardship

Benefits – Education & Research Facilities



K-12 Estuarine Education Program 
“KEEP”ing Estuaries Healthy





NOAA’s NERR Designation Process
Step 1- Letter of Interest 

•Site-Selection Process must include: Site Selection Committee, site criteria that are applied 
to entire coastal zone, key stakeholder outreach and engagement, and at least one 
public meeting held jointly with NOAA

• Governor Submits a Site Nomination Packet including: Governor’s nomination letter, 
description of the proposed site in relationship to each of the site selection criteria, an 
analysis of the proposed site based on the biogeographical scheme defined in 
regulations, a description of the site’s major resources, location, proposed boundaries, and 
adjacent land uses, the public engagement process, and all other sites considered and 
why none of these were chosen. 

Step 2- Site Selection and Nomination (Current Step) 

Step 3- Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Management Plan

Step 4- Final Environmental Impact Statement and Final Management Plan

Step 5- Designation findings and certificate; Record of Decision

Step 6- Designation Ceremony 





• Serves to provide leadership and oversight of the state designation.
• Its task is to manage the phases of the designation over time  by coordinating the 

various committees, engaging the public, and by working closely with local 
NOAA Liaison to keep NOAA updated on progress

Site Designation Coordination Team

• the technical team responsible for pre-screening the coastal zone to 
evaluate those areas clearly suitable to serve the function of a LaNERR. 

• Its task is to submit 1-3 proposed sites to the Site Evaluation Committee for 
nomination of one final site to NOAA for site designation

Site Development Committee 

• the executive level committee responsible for reviewing the final proposed 
sites for a LaNERR as recommended by the Site Development Committee. 

• Its task is to select the final site to be recommended to the governor for 
nomination prior to being submitted to NOAA

Site Evaluation Committee 

LaNERR Site Selection and Nomination



Site Development Committee 

State Agencies: CPRA; Archaeology; State Parks; La. Culture, Recreation and 
Tourism; Atchafalaya Basin Natural Heritage District; State Lands Office; 
LDAF;LDEQ; LDNR; LDOTD; LDWF; Louisiana Watershed Initiative

Federal Agencies: NOAA OCM - Gulf Coast Rep; USFWS; USGS; NWRC; NRCS; 
National Park Service; USACE

NGOs: The Nature Conservancy; Ducks Unlimited; LWF; Pontchartrain 
Conservancy; Restore or Retreat; The Water Institute of the Gulf; Mississippi 
River Delta Campaign – EDF; Audubon; CRCL; Trust for Public Land; BTNEP; 
Pointe au Chien Indian Tribe, Ripple Effect, South Louisiana Wetlands 
Discovery Center

Universities: LSU; LSU AgCenter; LUMCON; Nicholls State; McNeese; 
Southeastern La. University; Loyola University; University of Lafayette; Tulane; 
SUNO; Youth Wetlands Program



Criteria from the NOAA guidelines to establish 
a LaNERR site in the Mississippi River Delta. 



LaNERR Louisiana 
National Estuary Research Reserve

Questions?
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Thank you for attending today’s session. You can leave feedback on this 
session using the Teacher Leader Summit app. It takes less than a minute.

   

Session Feedback

How to leave feedback:
1. At the bottom right corner of your session window in 

the app, click on “Rate This”. 
2. In the window that pops up, choose the facial 

expression that reflects your experience.
3. You can also leave an optional comment in the 

window that pops up.
4. Click submit to finalize.


