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Step 1: Start with the End in Mind 

Unit Title  
and  

Central 
Question 

Unit Goal: Students read literary and informational texts to understand the value of companionship, the joy of finding friends in unexpected 
places, and the significance of building a community of different perspectives. Students express their understanding by explaining how 
characters change throughout Because of Winn-Dixie based on the relationships formed throughout the book. Students also engage in 
independent reading of texts based on similar themes to further develop their understanding. 

What is the 
Culminating 
Task (CT)?  

Culminating Writing Task: How do Opal and another character from Because of Winn-Dixie interact and change through the series of events 
in the novel? What central message or lesson can we learn by reading Because of Winn-Dixie? Write an essay that answers the questions and 
demonstrates an understanding of the text. Provide examples from the story to support your explanation. 

What do 
students need 
to know and 
be able to do 
at the end of 

the unit in 
order to be 

successful on 
the CT?  

 
Be sure to 
consult the 

student 
exemplar.  

What knowledge will students need?  What skills will students need?  

-Opal has to move to a new city because her father is a preacher 
and got a new job 
-When Opal arrives, she is extremely lonely and seeking 
companionship 
-Winn Dixie brings Opal close to people by introducing her to them 
-Opal learns valuable life lessons from interacting with the people 
Winn Dixie brings into her life (don’t judge people for their past, 
appreciate people for who they are, treat others with kindness) 
-Opal learns what friendship really is and how to make friends. 
-understanding what friendship is 
-what it means to be lonely 
-what happens when you meet new people 

-Form a claim 
-Structure a literary analysis essay (intro, conclusion, etc.) 
-Summarizing 
-Identifying theme 
-Character development (traits based on thoughts, words, and actions) 
-Contrasting characters by showing how they change over time 
-Gather relevant evidence to support characters’ traits 
-Use appropriate transitions and phrases to connect the ideas 
-Use academic language and vocab essential to the unit focus 
-Use proper grammar, spelling, and conventions to produce clear 
writing 
-Comparing character traits to show theme development 
-Show theme development through character actions.  
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Step 2: Text at the Center 

Text Title 
What knowledge should students gain 

from reading this text?  
What is most important for students to know/understand 

through reading this text?  

How does this text and the knowledge it 
provides support students in successfully 

completing the CT?  

What feature(s) of complexity will students 
likely struggle with?  

After analyzing the text using the rubric for qualitative text 
analysis, capture your overall findings below. 

Because of Winn-
Dixie 
*L1-3, 8-12, 21-22, 
25, 27-35, 39 

L1: Ch. 1-2 
● Opal and the preacher moved to a 

new town for the preacher’s job 
● Opal found Winn Dixie in a grocery 

store and convinced her father to 
let her keep him 

L2: Ch. 3-4 
● Opal discovers things about her 

mom and talks to Winn Dixie about 
them 

L3: Ch. 3-4 
L4: Ch. 1-4 

  

Unlikely Friendships 
for Kids: The Dog & 
The Piglet: And Four 
Other Stories of 
Animal Friendships 
*L15-18 

   

Amos & Boris 
*L24-26 
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The Cricket in Time 
Square: Pages 11-15 
from Chapter 2 
*L4-7 

L4: pg 11-15 
Mario found a cricket and wanted to keep it 
because he wanted a pet and heard that 
crickets were good luck. Mama Bellini was 
hesitant because she was afraid he would 
attract more bugs. Dad let Mario keep the 
cricket on a trial basis at the newsstand.  
L5:  
L6: pg 91-95 
Mama Bellini originally blames Chester for 
the newsstand fire. Chester begins chirping 
her favorite songs as she sings along 
emotionally because they remind her of 
fond memories. She decides that any cricket 
that can chirp songs that beautifully isn’t 
capable of starting a fire and allows Chester 
to stay for good.  
L7: 

  

Owen and Mzee:  The 
True Story of a 
Remarkable 
Friendship 
*L13-15, 19-20 

   

Wild Wings 
*Ext. Task 

   

Paint the Wind 
*Ext. Task 

   

Charlotte’s Web    
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*Ext. Task 

How to Steal a Dog 
*Ext. Task 

   

The One and Only 
Ivan 
*Ext. Task 

   

The Miraculous 
Journey of Edward 
Tulane 
*Ext. Task 

   

Shiloh 
*Ext. Task 

   

The Tiger Rising 
*Ext. Task 

   

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 3: Trace High-Leverage Knowledge and Skills Through Assessment 



 
 

 

 

ELA Guidebooks 
Unit Study Tool 

Read the Evaluation Plan for the unit and unpack the knowledge and skills that will be high-leverage in helping students complete the CT.  

Section Section Diagnostic What knowledge will students need?  What skills will students need?  

1 Lesson 4: Complete the H-chart for the store 
manager and the preacher. Provide details of each 
character, including their thoughts,  words, actions, 
and feelings.  

  

2 Lesson 7: How do Mama Bellini’s feelings toward 
Chester change in The Cricket in Times Square?  

  

3 Lesson 11: How is Opal thinking and acting 
differently since she met Miss Franny? 

  

4 L16: Complete the main idea chart with your home 
group. Identify the key details from the text that 
support the main idea and explain how each detail 
helps you determine the main idea. 

  

5 L22: How does Gloria’s bottle tree help us to 
understand a theme of Because of Winn Dixie? 

  

6 L26: Describes how the characters’ feelings, traits, 
and motivations cause the main events of the story 
to happen. (Includes details that connect to the 
theme.  Uses evidence sentence frames.) 

  

7 L27: What did we learn about Opal’s character in 
chapter 16? Consider how Opal, Amanda, and Ms. 
Franny interact. Use details about Opal’s actions to 
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describe her character.  
L29: How is the value of companionship and the 
message that friends come from unexpected places 
conveyed through Because of Winn Dixie? Write in 
complete sentences, using your RACER handout to 
guide you. 

    

 


