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Our Vision

Every student in Louisiana 
will receive a high-quality 
education that will allow 
them to become contributing 
citizens with equitable 
opportunities for their future.



Our Mission

To empower teachers and instructional 
leaders in Louisiana districts to leverage 
high-impact strategies and curriculum as 
a catalyst for instructional improvement 
and student success.



How We Work
If we expect Louisiana's students to meet the high expectations of 
the standards, then teachers must be equipped with high-quality 
curriculum and authentic, ongoing professional learning that 
prepares students to succeed.



Courtney Dumas
CEO
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Guidebooks Unit Study Tool Part 3:
High Leverage Exit Tickets
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• Deepen and extend understanding of 
the Guidebooks lesson checks for 
understanding, including the process 
for determining high leverage exit 
tickets

• Learn and apply Step 3 of the Unit 
Study Process (High Leverage Exit 
Tickets) in order to monitor students’ 
progress in gaining the knowledge and 
skills necessary for the Culminating 
Writing Task

Objectives
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How do I leverage the Guidebooks 3.0 Unit Study Tool 
resources to prepare to teach a unit?

Unit Study Tool
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• Supports you in deeply internalizing/owning the 
content you will teach

• Helps you understand the intentionality of the 
coherence of each unit

• Creates a path towards a usable plan to target 
students’ needs.

Why is Unit Studying Important?
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Purpose of Unit Study

IS TO:

➔ Build understanding and 
ownership

➔ Provide a starting point to 
internalize the unit

➔ Illuminate the intentional 
backwards design of the 
unit

IS NOT TO:

➔ Engage in an exercise in 
copying and pasting

➔ Complete a form for 
compliance



12

Review the Unit Study Tool and Protocol: Step 3

What do you notice?

What do you wonder?
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Overview of the Process

Step 1: Start with the End in 

Mind

Step 2: Text at the Center

Step 3: Tracing High-Leverage 

Knowledge and Skills Through 

Assessment
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Strategic Section Checks

If we wait until the Culminating Task to determine that 
students have not mastered the knowledge and skills 
necessary to be successful, students will miss 
opportunities to accomplish the smaller gains in the unit’s 
sections.

How can we ensure that we strategically check for student 
understanding throughout each section of a unit?
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Strategic Section Checks

How can we leverage the checks for understanding already 
found in the curriculum?

We need to analyze each Let’s Express Our Understanding 
from a section to determine which exit tickets are the most 
closely aligned to the skills and knowledge from the CWT.
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Refresh: CWT Winn Dixie

How do Opal and another character from Because of Winn-Dixie 
interact and change through the series of events in the novel? What 
central message or lesson can we learn by reading Because of 
Winn-Dixie? Write an essay that answers the questions and 
demonstrates an understanding of the text. Provide examples from the 
story to support your explanation.
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Determining High-Leverage Exit Tickets

Look at each “Let’s Express Our Understanding” task from section 1 of 
Because of Winn Dixie. Which of these checks for understanding are most 
closely aligned with the skills/knowledge necessary to master the CWT?

Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4

Write a 
summary of 
Chapters 1 
and 2.

Why is dialogue 
important in the story? 
How do dialogue tags 
help to describe the 
mood. Use examples to 
support your thinking.

How would the 
thoughts, words, 
actions, and feelings of 
Opal be different if the 
story was told from 
your point of view 
instead of Opal’s?

Complete the H-chart handout 
for the store manager and 
preacher.  Provide details of 
each character, including their 
thoughts, words, actions, and 
feelings. Use your sticky notes 
to help you.
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Lesson 4 Let’s Express Our Understanding
Skills and Knowledge

LEOU: Complete the H-chart handout for the store manager and preacher.  Provide 
details of each character, including their thoughts, words, actions, and feelings. Use 
your sticky notes to help you.

Knowledge Skills

-the store manager is stressed out due to a dog 
being in the store; he cries
-the preacher keeps to himself because his wife 
left him, he just moved to a new city, and he is 
expected to lead a new congregation of people he 
barely knows

-Character development (traits based on thoughts, 
words, and actions)
-Contrasting characters by showing how they change 
over time
-Comparing characters by showing how they change 
over time
-Gather relevant evidence to support characters’ 
traits
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Your Turn

In groups, determine the high leverage exit tickets for 
the rest of the sections in the Because of Winn Dixie 
unit. Then, identify the skills and knowledge needed to 
master each exit ticket.
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How do these high leverage exit tickets allow teachers to 
monitor student progress toward success on the 

Culminating Task?

• What evidence do you see of building the knowledge 
needed for this text and Culminating Task?

• What evidence do you see of the skills needed to be 
successful on the Culminating Task?

Preparing Students for Success
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Why is this Important?

Backwards Design Principle = Each unit is designed with the 
end in mind!

What would happen if you…

• Skipped a text?
• Skipped a lesson?
• Skipped several lessons?
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What is something you’ve learned through this Unit 
Study Protocol that will change the way you prepare for 
units in the future?
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• Deepen and extend understanding of 
the Guidebooks lesson checks for 
understanding, including the process 
for determining high leverage exit 
tickets

• Learn and apply Step 3 of the Unit 
Study Process (High Leverage Exit 
Tickets) in order to monitor students’ 
progress in gaining the knowledge and 
skills necessary for the Culminating 
Writing Task

Objectives
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Title

Contact us! admin@edutwentytwenty.com 

/edutwentytwenty /edutwentytwenty

mailto:admin@edutwentytwenty.com
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Thank you for attending today’s session. You can leave feedback on this 
session using the Teacher Leader Summit app. It takes less than a minute.

   

Session Feedback

How to leave feedback:
1. At the bottom right corner of your session window in 

the app, click on “Rate This”. 
2. In the window that pops up, choose the facial 

expression that reflects your experience.
3. You can also leave an optional comment in the 

window that pops up.
4. Click submit to finalize.


