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Learning Targets

● I can understand how the Habits of Character found in the EL 
Education K-5 Language Arts curriculum support the SEL needs of all 
students

● I can explain with components of the EL Education K-5 Language Arts 
Curriculum, such as Language Dives and Conversation Cues.

● I can understand how to utilize LearnZillion’s digital tools to engage 
my students.



● Author the curriculum

● Implementation Support
● Print and digital support
● Professional Development
● Additional Resources 



 Materials
Digital Lessons + Print Materials
“I use the materials effectively”

Implementation 
Support

“I have the support I need”

Professional 
Development

“I understand the curriculum”



Let’s Explore



LearnZillion Partner: EL Education

• Created by teachers, for teachers, the EL Education K-8 Language Arts curriculum is a 
comprehensive core language arts program that engages students through 
compelling, real world content:

• Standards-aligned
• Research-informed
• Backwards designed
• Centered on compelling,
    real world content

EL Education K-8 Language Arts

• Focused on equity
• Designed with authentic
    and meaningful integration of SEL
• Professional development
    for teachers





Embedded Habits of Character

Work to 
become 

EFFECTIVE
learners

Work to 
become 

ETHICAL
people

Work to 
CONTRIBUTE

To a better
world



EL Education Embeds Protocols into lessons
What are protocols? 

A protocol consists of agreed upon guidelines for reading, recording, 
discussing, or reporting that ensure equal participation and 
accountability. When everyone understands and agrees to using the 
procedures of the protocol, participants are able to work more 
effectively both independently and collaboratively, often in ways they 
are not in the habit of doing. Protocols hold each student accountable 
and responsible for learning. They teach students how to lead their own 
learning. EL Education embeds protocols into everyday lessons. Each 
protocol lends itself to a different purpose.



Annotating Texts: EL Education’s 
Guiding Principles 



- Put a question mark next to anything that 
you have questions or want to know more 
about?

How does EL Education’s Guiding Principles support the needs of our 
students?

- Underline examples of  EL Education ‘s 
Guiding Principles supporting  needs of 
students

- Add a start by statements that peak your interest  



LearnZillion Partner: EL Education



K-2 Language Arts Curriculum

Module & Assessment Structure 



Skill Block Structure



Skills Block Hour: A Structured Phonics Approach

WHOLE GROUP
● Opening (3-5 min.)
● Work Time (10-15 min)
● Reflection & Goal Setting (2-3 min)

SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION
● Groups differentiated based on 

phase
● Meet with Teacher (10-12 min)
● Purposeful Independent Work

Small Groups:  Accountable Independent Reading (AIR), Fluency, Word Work, Writing



The Five Components of Reading



Kids Love Skills Block

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=doz-BpCN_4E


3-5 Language Arts Curriculum

Module & ALL Block Structure 



3-8 Language Arts Curriculum

Module & Assessment Structure 



Chalk Talk: Habits of Character 



Let’s Explore





Language Dives
Build speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing skills by
● chunking a key sentence into 

phrases
● Inquiring:  “Why did the author use 

this phrase?”
● Playing with the phrases 

(reordering, reassembling and 
removing)

● inviting students to use the phrases 
to communicate in their own 
academic writing

“But how can 15-20 minutes spent discussing the 
language in just one sentence each day have such a 

great effect?  That’s hardly enough time to make any 
difference at all, one might argue.  And yet, it did.”

-Lilly Wong Fillmore & Charles J. Fillmore



Let’s Explore



Conversation Cues

● Goal 1:  Encourage all students to 
talk and be understood

● Goal 2:  Listen to each other and 
seek to understand

● Goal 3:  Deepen thinking and 
reasoning

● Goal 4:  Think with others to 
expand the conversation

Conversation Cues promote equitable and productive conversation by creating a culture of trust and curiosity, 
allowing time for students to talk to each other and posing compelling, text-dependent questions in which students 
can engage and even grapple. 







Fishbowl with Habits of Character, 
Language Dives, Conversation Cues



Learning Targets

● I can understand how the Habits of Character found in the EL 
Education K-5 Language Arts curriculum support the SEL needs of all 
students

● I can explain with components of the EL Education K-5 Language Arts 
Curriculum, such as Language Dives and Conversation Cues.

● I can understand how to utilize LearnZillion’s digital tools to engage 
my students.



Q and A
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Thank you for attending today’s session. You can leave feedback on this 
session using the Teacher Leader Summit app. It takes less than a minute.

   

Session Feedback

How to leave feedback:
1. At the bottom right corner of your session window in 

the app, click on “Rate This”. 
2. In the window that pops up, choose the facial 

expression that reflects your experience.
3. You can also leave an optional comment in the 

window that pops up.
4. Click submit to finalize.



THE FOLLOWING CURRICULUM LOGOS ARE FOR USE IN YOUR PRESENTATION. DELETE THIS SLIDE BEFORE SAVING YOUR FINAL VERSION.




