
Lesson 3: Summarizing Jobs’s commencement 
address (story one)



You reread Steve Jobs’s Stanford 
commencement address and 

analyzed the author’s word choice to 
determine meaning.

●



Today we will:

● Reread story one to identify the 
central idea

● Write a summary of story one of 
Jobs’s Stanford commencement 
address

●

●

R.I. 6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through 

particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal 

opinions or judgements. 

 
Objective: I can write a summary of story one of Jobs's Stanford 

commencement address. 

 
Exit ticket: Summarize story one of Jobs's commencement speech. Share out 

summaries with a group or partner. 

Culminating Writing Task: Compare and contrast how a central idea in Steve Jobs's Stanford commencement 

address and J.K. Rowling's Harvard commencement address is introduced and elaborated. 

 
CWT Connection: In this lesson, students are practicing identifying central ideas of multiple sections of text in 

order to create a summary. This will prepare them to identify a common central idea that both of the speeches 

share.



You will need:

● Steve Jobs’s Stanford 
commencement address

● A Jobs summary handout

●
●
●
●



● Read paragraphs 1-9 of Steve 
Jobs’s Stanford commencement 
address.

●

●
●

●

●
●

○
○ …

Structure: Remind students that this is a commencement 

speech that is nonfiction because it truly happened, but 

it's from the perspective of Steve Jobs and his life 

experiences. 

-Teacher will read aloud and model think aloud self questions for paragraphs 

1 and 2. 

-Self Questions: "Who or what is this section about? What does the author 

want me to know about this section?"

-Students will work in partners for paragraphs 3-6. Partner A will read for 

paragraph 3 and partner B will answer the think aloud questions. They will 

switch roles back and forth for paragraphs 4-6. 

-Students will read paragraphs 7 and 8 independently and answer think 

aloud questions for both paragraphs independently. 
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○

■

●

●

●

●

Annotation 

feedback 

questions:

Why would Steve 

include this 

information? How 

does it impact the 

lesson he is trying 

to teach in this 

first story? What 

is the strongest 

evidence that 

supports the 

lesson he wants 

the listeners/ 

readers to glean 

from his story? 

Enrichment activity: Share an 

experience from your own life 

that taught you the same 

lesson as Jobs learned. Use 

evidence from the text to 

compare your story to Jobs's.

Extra support: Chunk text based on beginning and end of stories. 

Extra support: have pre-typed copies of self questions to give students after the model. Can also use graphic organizers for 

chunks of text. 



●

●

●

●
●



● Begin to add central ideas and 
details to your Jobs summary 
handout. 

●
●

●
●

●
●

○

●
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●
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●
●



How to Write a  Summary:

1. Read the text and identify the central idea.
2. Start your summary by introducing your ideas.
3. Take  your central ideas and turn them into sentences.
4. Include evidence from the text in your central idea sentences.
5. Use transition words to connect your sentences.
6. Proofread your summary before sharing it.

●

●

●

●

Why do we write summaries? How do they help us in understanding text?

In order to keep students engaged, mix these steps up and have 

them decipher the correct order. 



Summarize Jobs’s first story.

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

Students will complete this activity independently. 



●

○
○

○
●

●

●

●

●

●
●

My exemplar: Steve Jobs understands how everything in life is connected and leads you exactly where 

you were supposed to go. In this first story, he explains how his life didn't exactly start off as planned. 

He was adopted, but it was really important to his birth parents that he go to college. He eventually 

made it to college but was not interested in it and hated spending his adoptive parents' money on 

classes. He ended up dropping out but started going to classes he was actually interested in. This led 

him to find out what he really wanted to do with his life. Through this story he wants people to 

understand that you should always follow your heart and trust yourself to get to where you want to go 

in life.

Criteria for summary:

-include importance of college education to bios

-include reasons for and causes of dropping out

-include reasons for and causes of dropping in

-include lesson learned from story



● Share your summary of story 
one with another pair. 

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

Extra support: Give students three different summaries. Have them use 

their annotations to determine which summary is the strongest and why.  



●

●
●
●
●



In this lesson, you wrote a summary of story one 
of Steve Jobs’s Stanford commencement address.

You also practiced identifying the central  idea 
and details of story one.

●


