
Lesson 4: Character traits

About this lesson
Students first learn about character traits and then analyze Opal’s character traits.  Students 
also compare and contrast the character traits of the preacher and the store manager.

A downloadable audio recording of Because of Winn Dixie is available at 
https://www.audiobooks.com/audiobook/because-of-winn-dixie/160122. 

https://www.audiobooks.com/audiobook/because-of-winn-dixie/160122


Today we will:

● Identify character traits.

● Compare and contrast characters. 

Let’s Prepare! 
Teaching Notes

Suggested Pacing: ~1 minute

Directions:
● Say: “Today we will identify character traits and compare and contrast characters.”
● Briefly explain how this lesson prepares students for another lesson and/or the 

end-of-unit assessments.
● Throughout the lesson, compare students’ responses and work to the student 

look-fors. Determine the students who need additional support with reading, 
understanding, or expressing their understanding of complex, grade-level texts. 
During this lesson or before the next lesson, support those students individually or in 
a small group using the Additional Supports for Diverse Learners.



You will need:

● Your copy of Because of Winn 

Dixie

● A character analysis chart

● A character traits resource 

handout

● An H-chart handout

● Sticky notes

Let’s Prepare! 
Teaching Notes

Suggested Pacing: ~2 minutes

Directions:
● Distribute the text.
● Access a blank and completed character chart handout, a character traits resource 

handout, and a blank and completed H-chart handout. Wait to distribute the 
handouts until later in the lesson.

● Access sticky notes.  Wait to distribute the sticky notes until later in the lesson.



What do we look for when analyzing a character?

Let’s Discuss! 
Teaching Notes

Suggested Pacing: ~3 minutes

Directions:
● Conduct a brief classroom discussion establishing what readers should look for when 

analyzing a character. 
○ Ask: “What do you look for when we analyzing a character?” 
○ Say: “We are going to look at how the characters in Because of Winn Dixie 

develop throughout the story. Recognizing characters’ traits will help us 
understand a character’s behavior and see how a character’s words and 
actions move a story forward. In order for us to analyze how a character 
develops we are going to study five things. First of all we will reread to look 
for  the character's appearance,  words, thoughts or feelings, and actions. We 
will also look at what others think or say about the character.”

● Display an anchor chart, or note the five ideas on the board, for students to reference 
throughout the lesson.

● Use teacher talk moves so students [clearly express their ideas (Goal One), listen 
carefully to understand others’ ideas (Goal Two), provide evidence to support their 
claims (Goal Three), and establish new ways of thinking (Goal Four)].

● Prompt students to use the conversation stems learning tool during the discussion.

Student Look-Fors:

https://learnzillion.com/resources/117079
https://learnzillion.com/resources/117081


● Students should understand what details in a story will help them analyze a 
character. 
○ Character’s words
○ Character’s actions
○ Character’s thoughts/feelings
○ Character’s appearance
○ What other characters say about that character



“I almost bumped right into the 

store manager. He was standing 

there all red-faced, screaming 

and waving his arms around. 

‘Who let a dog in here?’ he kept 

on shouting. ‘Who let a dirty 

dog in here?’"

What can we infer about 

the store manager’s 

character based on this 

quote from the text? 

Let’s Discuss! 
Teaching Notes

Suggested Pacing: ~3 minutes

Directions:
● Divide the class into pairs using an established classroom routine. 
● Purposefully pair together students with different levels of language proficiency.
● Direct pairs to select a partner A and B.
● Establish norms for the partner work and explain that students will be held 

accountable for their learning by participating in the whole-class discussion.
● Give students 1 minute to develop their answer. 
● Then direct partner A to begin the discussion by answering the question: “What can 

we infer about the store manager’s character based on this quote from the text? ”
● Then direct partner B to respond and share for 1 minute.
● Prompt students to use the conversation stems learning tool during the discussion.
● Use teacher talk moves so students [clearly express their ideas (Goal One), listen 

carefully to understand others’ ideas (Goal Two), provide evidence to support their 
claims (Goal Three), and establish new ways of thinking (Goal Four)].

● Conclude the discussion by conducting a whole-class discussion in response to the 
questions: What can we infer about the store manager’s character based on this 
quote from the text?”

Possible Supports During the Lesson:

https://learnzillion.com/resources/117081
https://learnzillion.com/resources/117079


● If students are not providing answers similar to the Student Look-Fors:
○ Ask: “How do you think the store manager is feeling?” 
○ Ask: “What is the store manager doing?”
○ Ask: “What does the dialogue tag ‘shouting’ tell us about the store 

manager?” 

Student Look-Fors:
● Students should understand that the store manager is mad and does not like Winn 

Dixie being in the grocery store.  His face is red and he is yelling, which is the author’s 
way of showing his anger, rather than just saying he is mad.



● With your partner, complete the 

Character Analysis Chart for Opal.

○ Provide details from chapters 1- 

4 to support your analysis.

Let’s Practice!  
Teaching Notes

Suggested Pacing: ~10 minutes

Directions:
● Have students may continue to work in pairs. 
● Establish norms for the partner work and explain that students will be held 

accountable for their learning by turning in a completed handout.
● Distribute the character analysis chart and the character traits list handouts to 

students using an established classroom routine.
● Say: “With your partner, complete the character analysis chart handout for Opal. 

Provide details from chapters 1- 4 to support your analysis.”
● As students work together, prompt them to use the conversation stems learning tool. 

Possible Supports During the Lesson:
● Use this time to work individually with students or pull together small groups of 

students to conduct a writing or grammar mini-lesson. This can also be done as a 
whole class if additional writing support is needed for all students. Choose an 
approach that matches the level of support your students need. Possible approaches 
for mini-lessons:
○ Engage in shared writing.
○ Model using student examples or mentor texts.
○ Revise a portion of writing together focused on a specific skill.

https://learnzillion.com/resources/117081
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/shared-and-interactive-writing.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/modeling-(mentor-texts).pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/modeling-(student-examples).pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/modeling-(mentor-texts).pdf?sfvrsn=2


○ Consult the ELA Guidebook Grammar Guide and the WriteAlong lessons to 
target a skill or concept.

Student Look-Fors:
● Access a completed character analysis chart handout.

https://learnzillion.com/resources/81043
https://learnzillion.com/resources/39149-writealong


● Read along as I reread excerpts 

from Because of Winn Dixie aloud.

○ As I read, consider the words 

and actions of the store 

manager and the preacher.

○ Jot down your thoughts on a 

sticky note.  

Let’s Read!
Teaching Notes

Suggested Pacing: ~10 minutes

Directions:
● Have students continue working in pairs. 
● Say: “I’m going to reread excerpts from Because of Winn Dixie aloud as you follow 

along.  As I read, think about the words and actions of the store manager and the 
preacher. Write down examples on your sticky notes.” 

● Say: “We have already analyzed Opal’s character traits.  In chapters 1-4 Opal interacts 
with two important characters, the store manager and the preacher.  Let’s reread 
some excerpts about these two characters. Notice their speech and actions.  We will 
compare and contrast their reactions to Winn Dixie.”

● Read pages 7-11 (stop on page 11 in paragraph four at “...out the door.”) Prompt 
students to jot down their thoughts about the words and actions in this scene.

● Read pages 15-19 (start on page 15 in the last paragraph at “The preacher was 
sitting…”). Prompt students to jot down their thoughts about the words and actions 
in this scene. 

● Prompt students to share their notes with their partner. If time allows, have students 
share out some sticky notes with the class.

Possible Supports During the Lesson: 
● To keep students actively involved during the read aloud and to practice their reading 



● fluency, engage students in choral reading or echo reading.

Student Look-Fors:
● Students should follow along as the teacher or expert reader reads the excerpts.
● Students should be jotting down examples of characters’ words, thoughts and actions 

on sticky notes. 

http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/choral_reading
http://strategiesforspecialinterventions.weebly.com/echo-reading.html


● Complete the H-chart for the store 

manager and the preacher.

○ Provide details of each 

character, including their 

thoughts,  words, actions, and 

feelings.

Let’s Express Our Understanding! 
Teaching Notes

Suggested Pacing: ~10 minutes

Directions:
● Have students continue to work in pairs. 
● Distribute the H-chart handout and review the different parts of the chart.
● Say: “Complete the H-chart handout for the store manager and preacher.  Provide 

details of each character, including their thoughts, words, actions, and feelings. Use 
your sticky notes to help you.” 

● Provide a model of a strong response (the exemplar) and a weak response and 
discuss the qualities of each.

Possible Supports During the Lesson:
● Encourage students to reread the excerpts as necessary to help guide their thinking.
● Use this time to work individually with students or pull together small groups of 

students to conduct a writing or grammar mini-lesson. This can also be done as a 
whole class if additional writing support is needed for all students. Choose an 
approach that matches the level of support your students need. Possible approaches 
for mini-lessons:
○ Engage in shared writing.
○ Model using student examples or mentor texts.
○ Revise a portion of writing together focused on a specific skill.

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/shared-and-interactive-writing.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/modeling-(mentor-texts).pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/modeling-(student-examples).pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/modeling-(mentor-texts).pdf?sfvrsn=2


○ Consult the ELA Guidebook Grammar Guide and the WriteAlong lessons to 
target a skill or concept.

Student Look-Fors:
● Access a completed H-chart handout.

https://learnzillion.com/resources/81043
https://learnzillion.com/resources/39149-writealong


In this lesson, you learned that Opal’s thoughts, 

feelings, words and actions move the story 

forward.

You also analyzed character traits.

Let’s Close! 
Teaching Notes

Suggested Pacing: ~1 minute

Directions:
● Say: “In this lesson, you learned that Opal’s thoughts,  feelings,  words,  and actions 

move the story forward. You also analyzed character traits.”


