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Inspiring Career Confidence



Career Exploration in Today’s           
Classrooms

In communities across the country, district and school administrators are seeking ways to provide middle 

school students with critical career learning opportunities. These generally fall into three often overlapping 

categories.

• Career awareness course offerings

• Personalized Education & Career 

Plan Requirements

• Extended Learning Opportunities



Middle School Career 
Exploration Opportunities

● Provide Students Early and Equal Access

■ Spanish and English Versions when necessary; access for 

underserved populations, foster diversity

● Engage Students in Hands-on, Real-World Learning

● Transportable Skills

Problem Solving

Critical/Creative Thinking

Communication Collaboration

Ethical Reasoning



How We Solved It: The WBR   
Story



Building Knowledge and Skills
APB Approach and Scaffolding



PreK-12 Career Learning      
Alignment



Elementary Middle

Block programming

Students dive deeper

to solve real-world

problems that matter

to them by applying

computer science

principles.

High

Text-based programming

Students unlock the

power of text-based

programming to solve

relevant problems.

Are You Connecting the Dots?
Computer Science Career Exploration Example

Vertical alignment is the organization of curriculum from one grade level or content area 

to the next to support students’ progressive development of skills and knowledge over 

time. 

Visual programming

Students are

introduced to

fundamental concepts

of computer science

in an engaging and

approachable manner.

https://www.pltw.org/our-programs
https://www.pltw.org/our-programs
https://www.pltw.org/our-programs


Opportunities Bright Spots



Begin to Create Your Aligned Career 
Exploration & STEM Plan

Considerations:
• Professional Development

• Vertical Alignment

• Staffing Capacity

• Filling your Gaps

• Strengthen your Existing Programs

• Equity of Access

• Timeline

• Community Partnerships



Elementary Middle School High School

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Create Your Aligned Career Exploration & STEM 
Plan



Make STEM career learning a priority & plan for 
it:

• What does the middle school career readiness experience look like 
at my district/ school now, and in what ways can it be enhanced?

• How do we need to align our district/ school stakeholders to bring 
career learning opportunities in career learning/STEM to our middle 
school students?

• How can we build strong and sustainable partnerships with the 
community to drive interest in the program?

• How do we ensure all students have access to high-quality learning 
opportunities?



What is the right STEM Career Exploration 
experience for my middle schoolers?

• How do we inspire career confidence by offering students the 
opportunity to see and explore STEM career paths?

• How can we support student ownership of learning, provide 
appropriate scaffolding, and prepare students to tackle real-world 
challenges?

• Are there ways to collaborate with industry to validate knowledge 
and skills, offer opportunities to connect the classroom to business 
and industry, and provide students with a tool to prove their 
potential?



How can I overcome funding challenges?

• The Perkins V revision provided funds beginning in the 2019-20 
school year for learning experiences and professional development 
to support middle school career exploration through CTE 
programs.

• ESSA provides some overlap applicable to middle school career 
exploration that is largely a result of ESSA’s focus on the 
advancement of STEM coursework and teacher training. 
Applicable funding opportunities can be found in Title I, which 
focuses on improving basic programming; Title II, which provides 
funding for training and retaining teachers and principals; and Title 
IV, under its Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants 
program.



Key Takeaways

• Provide career education to students as early as possible.

• Ensuring middle school STEM progressively prepares students for 
more challenging, higher-level work in high school.

• Ensuring equitable access to Career learning experiences that 
support student ownership of learning, provide appropriate 
scaffolding, and prepare students to tackle real-world challenges.

• Inspiring career confidence in middle schoolers by offering 
students the opportunity to see and explore career paths.



Q & A

Mary Arrasmith
marrasmith@pltw.org

Julie Mayeux
Julie.Mayeux@wbrschools.net

mailto:marrasmith@pltw.org
mailto:Julie.Mayeux@wbrschools.net
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Thank you for attending today’s session. You can leave feedback on this 
session using the Teacher Leader Summit app. It takes less than a minute.

Session Feedback

How to leave feedback:
1. At the bottom right corner of your session window in 

the app, click on “Rate This”. 
2. In the window that pops up, choose the facial 

expression that reflects your experience.
3. You can also leave an optional comment in the 

window that pops up.
4. Click submit to finalize.


