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LEEC Statutory Mandate

• Develop, review, approve, and transmit a plan for environmental 
education to the governor, the legislature, and the public. 

• Advise and assist the state superintendent of education, the governor, the 
legislature, the secretary of the Department of Environmental Quality, and 
other state agencies, including university extension services, conservation 
and environmental organizations, community action groups, and nature 
and environmental centers on policies and practices needed to provide 
environmental education.

• Serve as a forum for the discussion and study of problems that affect the 
environment and environmental education.

• Assist and obtain information from various sources to coordinate the 
environmental education programs of federal and state agencies.



Cause for ELP Revision
• Move from LDWF to LDOE calls for us to 

recontextualize our mandate in this new position
• LDOE Initiatives
• Science Standards Revision
• LEEC Strategic Planning Process Results
• Acknowledge the work of the Commission to date
• Recognize the work around climate and resilience 

at the state level
• Global pandemic pushing classes outdoors and 

online

As leaders, pausing and 
reflecting enables us to ask 

what our role really is, 
how to more effectively 

empower others to be the 
best at the roles they are 

supposed to play and, 
therefore, what we should 

really get involved with.

-Ana Dutra
Harvard Business Review



Systemic Environmental Education

• Environmental Protection and Sustainability Pathway

• Principles and Concepts integrated into multiple disciplines

• Environmental Education Partner Guide and Quality Rating Tool

• Science Standards Revisions 



Vision

To establish a population that understands, feels connected to, 

and is inspired to protect, conserve, preserve, enhance, and 

restore our environment for present use and future sustainability. 

Environmentally literate citizens have the knowledge, tools, and 

motivation to thoughtfully explore environmental issues, select 

optimal actions to mediate problems, and appreciate the 

interconnectedness between man-made and natural 

environments.



Mission Statement

People depend on natural systems. As part of these natural 
systems, humans may influence their function to the benefit or 
detriment of both.  Decisions regarding environmental issues can 
be complex, involve many factors, and exist at the individual, 
community, national, and global levels. 
Our mission is to foster an approach to education that promotes 
the above understanding through a continuum of environmental 
learning opportunities that incorporate a comprehensive and 
coherent environmental education experience, both in and out of 
school, for all Louisiana students.



ELP Development Draft Timeline



ELP Work Groups (Tentative)

• Expanding the Reach of Environmental Literacy
• Driving Availability and Use of High Quality Instructional Materials
• Facilitating Integration between Formal and Nonformal Education 
• Building Connections between Secondary and Post-Secondary  
• Defining Learning Outcomes and Assessment of Environmental Literacy
• Cultivating Sustainable Funding Sources for Environmental Literacy
• Ensuring Availability of High Quality Professional Development for 

Educators
• Promoting Equity and Diversity (Advisory Committee)



Questions?

Morgan Crutcher
LEEC Commission Member
Co-Chair Environmental Literacy Plan Committee
Policy Advisor, Governor’s Office of Coastal Activities

morgan.crutcher@la.gov
225.342.6929

 

mailto:morgan.crutcher@la.gov


ELP Committee Members

• Brian Gautreau, YWP, Co-Chair
• Morgan Crutcher, GOCA, Co-Chair
• Breigh Rhodes, DoE
• Brenda Nixon, LEEA
• Cole Ruckstuhl, USGS
• Dinah Maygarden, UNO PIES
• Heather Egger, 4-H

• Jen Roberts, USACE
• Jessica Dixon, CRT
• Kea Sherman, Sherman Law
• Kelia Bingham, APC
• Pierre LaCaze, Vice Principal
• Robin Dufilho, LDNR
• Thomas Gresham, DoE 



Advance Strategic Planning Priorities

• Prime mover and expert facilitator of big things in Louisiana EE
• New level of commissioner engagement and contribution
• Focus on K-12 education 
• Support resources for educators and schools
• Promotion, awareness building, and LEEC brand development
• Build comprehensive set of partnerships
• Increase available financial resources (i.e. corporate 

partnerships, GOMA, NOAA, philanthropies, foundations, etc.)



ELP Next Steps

• Vision Document
• Establish workplan and timeline for the ELP Committee
• Schedule a committee kickoff meeting where we will:

• Review Document Outline
• Review Workplan and Timeline
• Assign Roles and Responsibilities



...

You and a friend are having a picnic by the side of a river. Suddenly you
hear a shout from the direction of the water—a child is drowning.  Without 
thinking, you both dive in, grab the child, and swim to shore.  Before you can 
recover, you hear another child cry for help. You and your friend jump back in 
the river to rescue her as well. Then another struggling child drifts into 
sight… and another… and another. The two of you can barely keep up. 
Suddenly, you see your friend wading out of the water, seeming to leave you 
alone. “Where are you going?” you demand. Your friend answers, “I’m going 
upstream to tackle the guy who’s throwing all these kids in the water.”

—A public health parable (adapted from the original, which is commonly 
attributed to Irving Zola)
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Thank you for attending today’s session. You can leave feedback on this 
session using the Teacher Leader Summit app. It takes less than a minute.

   

Session Feedback

How to leave feedback:
1. At the bottom right corner of your session window in 

the app, click on “Rate This”. 
2. In the window that pops up, choose the facial 

expression that reflects your experience.
3. You can also leave an optional comment in the 

window that pops up.
4. Click submit to finalize.


