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Our First In-Person Conference 
Since the Pandemic!!

Turn to your neighbor and share 
what you are thinking and feeling 
today!
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WELCOME!  Goals for Today:

1. Review CLASS, Instructional Support Dimensions

2. Discuss how curricula can help you achieve stronger teaching, 
with CLASS Instructional Support dimensions as the framework

3. Using the Connect4Learning curriculum, explore and analyze 
several lessons to find instructional support opportunities.

4. Learn and practice some new skills, and have some FUN!



Dr. Bailet earned her BA at Wake Forest University, and her MA and 
PhD from Northwestern University.  She is a licensed school 
psychologist with expertise in early childhood development, 
assessment, literacy, and learning disorders.  Prior to her position at 
Kaplan, she worked at Nemours Children’s Health System in 
Jacksonville, FL, where she fulfilled clinical, research, leadership, and 
community outreach roles.  In all of her work, she combines the 
fields of neuroscience, population health, child development, and 
education, to create powerful tools that level the playing field for all 
young children.  Dr. Bailet has conducted research and published 
numerous peer-reviewed journal articles and book chapters.  She 
has won multiple community awards and is a member of the Library 
of Congress Literacy Awards Board and national Board of Directors 
for Reach Out and Read.  



Sedra Spano began her career as a Pre-K teacher in Chapel Hill, 
NC and has worked in the field of education for over 25 years.  
She holds a B.A. in Psychology and an M. Ed. in Educational 
Psychology from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
Prior to joining Teachstone in 2010, Sedra worked on the 
National Center for Research in Early Childhood Education 
(NCRECE) professional development study both as a CLASS 
instructor and a CLASS coach supporting Pre-K teachers in 
Charlotte NC. At Teachstone Sedra has served as a 
MyTeachingPartner (MTP) Specialist and a Regional Director in 
the Southeast.  She currently serves as a Director of 
Partnership Development, supporting states in the South and 
Midwest with their implementation of CLASS.



Windows and Mirrors

• For today, think about “windows” as 
giving you a view OUT to other 
perspectives and experiences that 
could be helpful

• Think about “mirrors” as giving you an 
opportunity for self-reflection – what 
is working well, and where might you 
need to shake up your educational 
beliefs and approach



Growth Mindset 

Concept most associated with Dr. Carol 
Dweck 1

How we approach any learning task – our 
mindset – affects the outcome, and how 
much we learn

Growth Mindset: We can always learn more; 
mistakes are OK; practice will help us 

Fixed Mindset: We have limits to what we 
can learn; being really cautious is the way to 
go; try not to make mistakes or fail



Poll Question # 1: How important is teacher-child 
interaction in creating a high-quality learning 
environment?

a. Very important
b. Important
c. Somewhat important
d. Not very important



Poll Question # 2: How important is curriculum in 
creating a high-quality learning environment?

a. Very important
b. Important
c. Somewhat important
d. Not very important
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Defining CLASS®

The Classroom Assessment Scoring System™ 

(CLASS™) is a research-based observation tool 

used to help teachers and schools improve the 

effectiveness of classroom interactions.



Pre-K CLASS®

Domains and Dimensions

The Classroom Assessment Scoring System™ 

(CLASS™) is a research-based observation tool 

used to help teachers and schools improve the 

effectiveness of classroom interactions.



Why Interactions Matter

They define what we already 

know about effective teaching. 

They are WHAT we are doing 

already that can be improved 

and done more consistently.

They represent the heart of 

teaching. They are WHY we 

come to work every day. 

They affect children’s learning 

more than other factors. They 

are HOW we improve student 

outcomes. 
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Backed by Over 200 Research Studies



Pre-K CLASS®

Instructional Support Domain

The Classroom Assessment Scoring System™ 

(CLASS™) is a research-based observation tool 

used to help teachers and schools improve the 

effectiveness of classroom interactions.



Pre-K CLASS®

Instructional Support Domain

How teachers help children

• Learn to solve problems, reason, and think
• Use feedback to expand and deepen skills and knowledge
• Develop more complex language skills



Concept Development

• Analysis and reasoning
• Creating
• Integration
• Connections to the real 

world



Quality of Feedback

• Scaffolding
• Feedback loops
• Prompting thought 

processes
• Providing information
• Encouragement and 

affirmation



Language Modeling

• Frequent conversation
• Open-ended questions
• Repetition and extension
• Self- and parallel talk
• Advanced language



CLASS® data by domain



Poll Question #3: How much does your curriculum 
and teacher-child interaction style help you provide 
equitable learning experiences  and outcomes for 
all children in your program?

a. A lot
b. Some
c. A little bit
d. Not much at all



Curricula: Why Does It Matter?

• Cost lots of money and time

• Embedded in preschool policies and 
accountability efforts

• Help programs set learning philosophy 
and goals

• Influence classroom materials and daily 
activities

• Influence child assessment

• Influence child outcomes



Curricula: What Research Says

• Enduring debate about “whole child” 
vs. “content-specific” approach

• Recent research shows that content-
specific research gets better child 
learning outcomes 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

• Yet whole child curricula continue to 
dominate the preschool landscape



Curricula: What Research Says

• Many content-specific curricula, e.g., 
literacy, math, social-emotional

• Many rigorous studies show positive 
impact on children’s learning, with no 
detrimental outcomes

• As of 2017, about 20-25% of Head 
Start and state-funded pre-K 
programs used a content-specific 
curriculum



Connect4Learning Comprehensive Curriculum

• Created through National Science Foundation funding, to 
emphasize math and science

• Major focus on: 
Math
Science
Literacy
Social-Emotional



Connect4Learning Comprehensive Curriculum

Organizing Principles:

• Research-based

• Interdisciplinary

• Fully developed lessons

• Evidence-based scope and sequence

• Holistic



Connect4Learning Comprehensive Curriculum

Organizing Principles:

• Emphasizes PLAY

• Includes projects in each unit

• Designed to support teachers in teaching math 
and science content and processes

• Has high expectations for EVERY child



Connect4Learning Comprehensive Curriculum
10  Thinking Processes:

• Communicating and Representing
• Cooperating
• Comparing and Classifying
• Creating, Imagining, and Innovating
• Curiosity
• Observing
• Persisting, Attending, and Self-Regulating
• Reasoning and Problem Solving
• Making Sense
• Using Tools Strategically



How Connect4Learning Reflects and Supports CLASS 
Instructional Support Dimensions

Concept Development:
• Analysis and reasoning

• Creating

• Integration

• Connections to real world

Connect4Learning supports Concept Development through emphasis on 
math and science, project-based learning, and thinking processes.



How Connect4Learning Reflects and Supports CLASS 
Instructional Support Dimensions

Quality of Feedback:
• Scaffolding
• Feedback Loops
• Prompting through processes
• Providing information
• Encouragement and affirmation



How Connect4Learning Reflects and Supports CLASS 
Instructional Support Dimensions

Quality of Feedback:

Connect4Learning has fully developed lessons, based on 
evidence-based developmental learning trajectories that guide 
sequencing and scaffolding; teachers are prompted to 
encourage deeper thinking processes and to provide in-depth 
information on a wide variety of topics; teacher prompts to 
observe and record children’s learning progression enhances 
feedback and subsequent instruction



How Connect4Learning Reflects and Supports CLASS 
Instructional Support Dimensions

Language Modeling:
• Frequent conversations
• Open-ended questions
• Repetition and extension
• Self- and parallel talk
• Advanced language



How Connect4Learning Reflects and Supports CLASS 
Instructional Support Dimensions

Language Modeling:
Connect4Learning prioritizes sophisticated vocabulary exposure 
for all children, through systematic introduction, repetition, 
modeling, and extension.  The Think-Pair-Share strategy used 
throughout the curriculum helps children practice verbal 
communication skills with a partner, to gain confidence and 
verbal expression skills. Interactive writing activities model and 
help children practice oral and written expression skills in an 
authentic context.





Elements of Instructional Support 
in  Connect4Learning Lessons

Concept Development: Analysis and Reasoning; Creation; 
Integration; Connection to real world

Quality of Feedback: Prompting thought processes; providing 
information

Language Modeling: Open-ended questions; repetition and 
extension; advanced language



Now It’s YOUR Turn!  

At your table, review the lesson and the CLASS 
dimension provided. Discuss what elements of that 
dimension are present in the lesson and provide 
justification.  Identify what part of the lesson is 
most helpful for CLASS Instructional Support.  
Prepare to share your thoughts with the whole 
group!



Let’s RECAP:

Reviewed components of CLASS Instructional Support dimensions

Reviewed current research on what aspects of curricula result in best 
child outcomes

Reviewed Connect4Learning curriculum as an example of how 
curricula can help teachers achieve higher CLASS Instructional 
Support scores

Shared your ideas and had some FUN!



Thank you.
Laura Bailet, lbailet@kaplanco.com

Sedra Spano, sedra.spano@teachstone.com
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Thank you for attending today’s session. You can leave feedback on this 
session using the Teacher Leader Summit app. It takes less than a minute.

Session Feedback

How to leave feedback:
1. At the bottom right corner of your session window in 

the app, click on “Rate This”. 
2. In the window that pops up, choose the facial 

expression that reflects your experience.
3. You can also leave an optional comment in the 

window that pops up.
4. Click submit to finalize.


