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Our Vision

Every student in Louisiana 
will receive a high-quality 
education that will allow 
them to become contributing 
citizens with equitable 
opportunities for their future.



Our Mission

To empower teachers and instructional 
leaders in Louisiana districts to leverage 
high-impact strategies and curriculum as 
a catalyst for instructional improvement 
and student success.



How We Work
If we expect Louisiana's students to meet the high expectations of 
the standards, then teachers must be equipped with high-quality 
curriculum and authentic, ongoing professional learning that 
prepares students to succeed.



Courtney Dumas
CEO
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Guidebooks Unit Study Tool Part 2:
Text at the Center
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• Deepen and extend understanding of the importance of 
knowledge building through texts

• Describe the structure and purpose of conceptually coherent text 
sets in the Guidebooks curriculum

• Learn and apply Step 2 of the Unit Study Process (Text at the 
Center) by analyzing how each text supports knowledge building 
within the unit and supports completion of the Culminating Task 

Session Objectives
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How do I leverage the Guidebooks 3.0 Unit Study Tool 
resources to prepare to teach a unit?

Unit Study Tool
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• Supports you in deeply internalizing/owning the 
content you will teach

• Helps you understand the intentionality of the 
coherence of each unit

• Creates a path towards a usable plan to target 
students’ needs.

Why is Unit Studying Important?
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Purpose of Unit Study

IS TO:

➔ Build understanding and 
ownership

➔ Provide a starting point to 
internalize the unit

➔ Illuminate the intentional 
backwards design of the 
unit

IS NOT TO:

➔ Engage in an exercise in 
copying and pasting

➔ Complete a form for 
compliance
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Review the Unit Study Tool: Step 2

What do you notice?

What do you wonder?
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Overview of the Process

Step 1: Start with the End in 

Mind

Step 2: Text at the Center

Step 3: Tracing High-Leverage 

Knowledge and Skills Through 

Assessment
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Step 2: Grounded in the Knowledge Shift
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Remember the Baseball Study

• With sufficient prior 
knowledge, “low ability” 
students performed similarly 
to “high ability” students. 

• Knowledge has a much 
greater impact on 
comprehension than reading 
ability.
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Knowledge Building

“Knowledge” is more than just putting more informational texts 
in front of students!

It’s about intentionally building students’ knowledge of the 
world through engagement with rich texts, which in turn 

enables them to comprehend increasingly complex texts in the 
future.
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Knowledge Building

How does Guidebooks build knowledge and support students 
with complex texts?

Each Guidebook unit was designed around a coherent and 
cohesive sets of texts on a single topic or theme.
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Knowledge Building

Each text set is… 

• Closely connected around a single 

topic or concept

• A combination of literary, 

informational, and nonprint texts 

• Intentionally sequenced to build 

knowledge and vocabulary
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Guidebook Units Support Knowledge 
& Vocabulary Growth
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Our Shared Unit: Because of Winn Dixie

Text: Because of Winn Dixie

Unit Goal: Students read literary and informational texts to 
understand the influence of family expectations and 
religious values on the development of one’s personal 
identity. Students express their understanding of how 
informational texts in coordination with literary texts 
enhance their comprehension of time periods and the 
theme and setting of the novel.
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Overview of the Unit Study Process

Step 1: Start with the End in 

Mind

Step 2: Text at the Center

Step 3: Tracing High-Leverage 

Knowledge and Skills Through 

Assessment
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Overview of the Unit Study Process

Let’s Reflect on the Importance of this Step: 

• How might our pacing and instruction suffer if we do not take 
this important step of reading all texts before we begin 
teaching the unit?

• What might the unintended consequences be for our students 
if we do not read all of the texts in our unit in advance?



23

Let’s Practice! Step Two

Step 2: Text at the Center

• Text Title

• What knowledge should students gain 

from reading this text? What is most 

important for students to 

know/understand through reading this 

text? 

• How does this text and the knowledge it 

provides support students in successfully 

completing the Culminating Task?
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Let’s Practice! Step Two

Step 2: Text at the Center

• Text Title

• What knowledge should students gain 

from reading this text? What is most 

important for students to 

know/understand through reading this 

text? 

• How does this text and the knowledge it 

provides support students in successfully 

completing the Culminating Task?
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Step 2: Text at the Center
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1. List the titles of the texts
2. Record the knowledge students 

will gain from reading this text
3. Summarize how the knowledge 

gained in this text will support 
students in successfully 
completing the Culminating 
Task

Step 2: Text at the Center
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Let’s Discuss

What makes the text set for Because of Winn Dixie conceptually 
coherent? 

How do the texts work together to build students’ knowledge and set 
them up for success on the Culminating Task?
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The Importance of Complexity
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Step 2: Text at the Center

• What features of complexity will 
students likely struggle with?
• After analyzing the text 

using the qualitative text 
analysis, capture your 
overall findings below.

Step 2: Text at the Center
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“The close readings that are woven throughout the 
curriculum, often involve grappling as students have a first 

go at reading complex texts. The process is carefully 
scaffolded so that students have the experience of pushing 

through challenging material in a way that leads to 
success, not to frustration.” 

(Woodfin & Plaut, 2017)
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What makes a task complex?

Why is it important to understand the complex 

features of a text? 

Let’s Start by Exploring...
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Three Factors of Complexity

Inherent to the Text

• Quantitative Measures
• Qualitative Features

Teacher Considerations

• Reader and Task
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Three Factors of Complexity

• Represents text complexity as a 
numerical value – for example: 
820L

• Determined by a computer
• Based on:

• Sentence length
• Word frequency 
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Staircase of Qualitative Complexity
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Complexity is More Than Just a Number
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Three Factors of Complexity

Inherent to the Text

• Quantitative Measures
• Qualitative Features

Teacher Considerations

• Reader and Task
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Features of Qualitative Complexity

• Text Structure 
• Language Features 
• Meaning (“Purpose” for 

Informational Texts)
• Knowledge Demands
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Features of Qualitative Complexity

• Organization

• Text Features

• Connections between 

ideas

● Layers of meaning

● Concept complexity

● Subtle them

● Vocabulary

● Sentence Length and Structure

● Figurative Language

● Historical Language or Dialects

● Content Knowledge

● Disciplinary Knowledge

● Intertextuality

● Background and 

Experiences
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Rubrics for Qualitative Complexity
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Step 2: Text at the Center

Compare the Qualitative Features of 
Complexity graphic to the Rubric for 
Literary Texts

Discuss:

• What do you notice and wonder 
about the rubric?

• What connections do you see 
between the qualitative features of 
complexity graphic and the rubric? 
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Step 2: Text at the Center

Text Structure

Language Features

Meaning

Knowledge Demands
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Step 2: Text at the Center

• What features of complexity will 
students likely struggle with?

Step 2: Text at the Center
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Qualitative Complexity Analysis
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Let’s Practice

Text: 

The Cricket in Times Square by 
Garth Williams

Reflect: 

Why would this novel be included 
in this unit?
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Let’s Practice

● Read the article
● Determine the big ideas of this 

text. What should students learn by 
reading it? 

● Analyze and annotate using the 
Text Complexity Rubric for Literary 
Texts: What makes this text 
complex? What might be 
challenging about this text for 
students?
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Let’s Practice: “Puritan Laws and Character”

Complete the fourth column of Step 
Two with a partner by creating a 
bullet for each feature:

○ Structure
○ Language
○ Meaning
○ Knowledge
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Reader and Task

Consider:

• Age of students and 
developmentally appropriate 
content

• Specific needs of the students
• Engagement and motivation
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Capture Your Learning

• What are the qualitative 
features that make a text 
complex?

• How can analyzing a text’s 
qualitative complexity 
support high-quality 
instruction?
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• Deepen and extend understanding of the importance of 
knowledge building through texts

• Describe the structure and purpose of conceptually coherent text 
sets in the Guidebooks curriculum

• Learn and apply Step 2 of the Unit Study Process (Text at the 
Center) by analyzing how each text supports knowledge building 
within the unit and supports completion of the Culminating Task 

Session Objectives
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Title

Contact us! admin@edutwentytwenty.com 

/edutwentytwenty /edutwentytwenty

mailto:admin@edutwentytwenty.com
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Thank you for attending today’s session. You can leave feedback on this 
session using the Teacher Leader Summit app. It takes less than a minute.

   

Session Feedback

How to leave feedback:
1. At the bottom right corner of your session window in 

the app, click on “Rate This”. 
2. In the window that pops up, choose the facial 

expression that reflects your experience.
3. You can also leave an optional comment in the 

window that pops up.
4. Click submit to finalize.


