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In this session participants will:

• unpack 4th and 5th grade 2022 Louisiana Student Standards for Social 
Studies;

• analyze significant content updates and shifts at these grade levels; and 

• explore implementation support for the 2022-23 learning year and 
beyond. 

4-5 Social Studies Session Goals 
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Norms

• Be present and engaged.

• Keep students at the center of the discussions and work. 



Introductions 

Unpacking the 2022 4-5 Louisiana Student Standards for Social Studies

Preparing for Shifts 

Implementation Timeline 

Identifying New Skills and Content (exploring new standards and draft materials)

Parking Lot Q&A 

Session Agenda 
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Session Facilitators 

Samantha LaFleur - Teacher Leader Advisor, ELA/SS Master Teacher 

Samantha Chaisson - LDOE Social Studies Content Specialist

Sean Dimond - LDOE Social Studies Manager 
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Group Introductions 

I. Introductions
• Name
• District/school
• Current role
• Past social studies teaching experience

II. What brings you here today? What are you hoping to learn? 



Introductions 

Unpacking the 2022 4-5 Louisiana Student Standards for Social Studies

Preparing for Change  

Implementation Timeline 

Identifying New Skills and Content (exploring new standards and draft materials)

Q&A 

Session Agenda 



Skills and Practices 

4.1 Create and use a chronological sequence of related 

events to compare developments and describe instances of 

change and continuity.

4.2 Use a variety of primary and secondary sources to:

a. Analyze social studies content.

b. Explain claims and evidence.

c. Compare and contrast multiple sources.

4.5 Construct and express claims that are supported with 

relevant evidence from primary and/or secondary sources, 

content knowledge, and clear reasoning in order to:

a. Demonstrate an understanding of social studies 

content.

b. Compare and contrast content and viewpoints.

c. Explain causes and effects.

d. Describe counterclaims.

Content Standards 

4.13 Describe the geographic, political, economic, and cultural 

structures of the ancient Near East.

a. Identify and locate geographic features of the ancient Near 

East, including the Black Sea, Persian Gulf, Euphrates River, Tigris 

River, Mediterranean Sea, and Zagros Mountains.

b. Explain how geographic and climatic features led to the region 

being known as the Fertile Crescent.

c. Explain how irrigation, silt, metallurgy, production of tools, use 

of animals and inventions, such as the wheel and plow, led to 

advancements in agriculture.

d. Describe how changes in agriculture in Sumer led to economic 

growth, expansion of trade and transportation, and the growth 

of independent city-states.

e. Identify important achievements of the Mesopotamian 

civilization, including cuneiform, clay tablets, ziggurats, and the 

Epic of Gilgamesh as the oldest written epic.

f. Describe the significance of the written law in the Code of 

Hammurabi, and explain the meaning of the phrase “an eye for 

an eye and a tooth for a tooth.”

g. Describe the achievements of the ancient Israelites.

.
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a. Identify and locate the geographic features of West Africa, including the 
Atlantic Ocean, Niger River, Djenne, The Sahara, Gulf of Guinea, and 
Timbuktu.

b. Describe the growth of the kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and Songhai, including 
cities such as Djenne and Timbuktu as centers of trade, culture, and 
learning.

c. Describe the role of the Trans-Saharan caravan trade in the changing 
religious and cultural characteristics of West Africa and in the exchange of 
salt, gold, and enslaved people.

d. Explain the importance of the Malian king Mansa Musa and his pilgrimage 
to Mecca.

Framing and Supporting Standards

5.11 Describe the geographic, political, economic, 

and cultural structures of Medieval West African 

Kingdoms.

Framing 
Standard

Supporting 
Standards
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Building Knowledge Early 

The “expanding communities” curriculum model of self, family, community, 
state, and nation is insufficient for today’s young learners. Elementary social 
studies should include civic engagement, as well as knowledge from the core 
content areas of civics, economics, geography, and history. Skills that enhance 
critical thinking, socio-emotional development, prosocial skills, interpersonal 
interactions, and information literacy are more meaningful and useful when 
developed within the context of social studies.

- National Council for the Social Studies 
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Transition to New Course Sequence 
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Instructional Process 
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Integrative Instruction 



 

Skill and Practice Content 

4.2 Use a variety of primary and 
secondary sources to:

a. Analyze social studies content.
b. Explain claims and evidence.
c. Compare and contrast multiple  

                  sources.

4.17.h. Describe the fall of the Western 
Roman Empire, including difficulty 
governing its large territory, political, 
military, and economic problems.

Integrated Instruction 
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Framing Question 

Why did the Roman 
Republic decline or 

“fall”? 
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Adapted from “Changing Times” 

The roads helped hold the Roman Empire together, but they also played a role in its decline. 
Other armies could use these roads, too. The same roads that carried the Roman army out 
of Rome made it easy for outside invaders to march into the city. Beginning around 200 CE, 
some non-Roman groups of people wanted to do just that

At this time, Rome was still a vast and powerful empire, but it faced some serious problems. 
Powerful Roman generals were fighting each other. Each general wanted to gain enough 
power to become emperor. This conflict was harmful for the health and well-being of the 
empire. The Roman government’s main purpose was to provide law and order so that 
people could conduct business and live in safety. However, the fights among the generals 
undermined Roman law and order. The warring interrupted business, trade, and 
government. In addition, this large empire needed money to build roads, bridges, and 
buildings, as well as to pay administrators and soldiers. Over time, it became impossible to 
pay for everything. Managing the Roman Empire well became impossible. 



19

Chart of Roman Emperor’s Length of Reign

Period Name Years of Rule Age at Death 

Early - 
Mid

Augustus 41 77

Tiberius 23 77

Marcus Aurelius 19 59

Late

Majorian 3 41

Olybrius 7 months 41

Augustulus 10 months 11



20

Invasions of the Roman Empire 100 - 500 CE
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“the appalling greed of the Governors is ruinous to the [public] 
interests. For these men, [do not have] respectable 
character……[they] think they been sent into the provinces as 
merchants... the buying of soldiers, the purchase of horses and 
grain, the money intended for city walls – all these are regular 
sources of profit for them.”

appalling: causing shock
ruinous: disastrous or destructive 
merchants: a person who buys and sells goods

Anonymous Roman, On Military Matters, 368 CE 
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Why did the Roman 
Republic decline or 

“fall”? 
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Timeline 

2022 - 23
SY

Learning year 
and final 

administration 
of LEAP 2025 

assessments in 
grades 3-8

Implementation 
year two and 

fully operational 
new LEAP 

assessments

Implementation 
year one and 

standalone field 
test for new 

LEAP 
assessments

 

2023 - 24
SY

2024 - 25
SY
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2022-2023: A Learning Year

Initial 
crosswalks and 
3-8 Course 
Frameworks 
for 3-8 and 
Civics and USH

Course 
Frameworks 

for K-2 
released

Remaining Course 
Framework units 
(3-8 and HS U.S. 

History and Civics) 
and Instructional 

Strategy bank 
released

Professional 
Development 

Webinars 
begin; 

Transition Plans 
and crosswalks 

released

Summer 
2022

IMR Cycle 
Begins

This 
Session 

Fall 2022
Winter
2022

Spring
2023
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Identifying Changing Skills and Content 

Resources to explore:

● 2022 LSSSS 

● Crosswalks

● Draft Course Frameworks: units, topics and pacing guidance

● Draft materials for 1st topic in Unit 1:

○ Grade 4: Early Humans and the Paleolithic World

○ Grade 5: Medieval Europe 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-curriculum/2022-k-12-louisiana-student-standards-for-social-studies.pdf?sfvrsn=df396518_8
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1gSpeqTLCXET9Up6vGtFzeg-jqAQaVYLc


28

Sample 
Crosswalk
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Course
Frameworks



30

Breakout Groups and Parking Lot Q&A 

Disciplinary 
Skills and 
Practices 

History Civics

Economics Geography 



Breakout Activity 
(15 min) 



Introductions 

Unpacking the 2022 4-5 Louisiana Student Standards for Social Studies

Preparing for Change  

Implementation Timeline 

Identifying New Skills and Content (exploring new standards and draft materials)

Parking Lot Q&A 

Session Agenda 



33

Contact Information

• Please contact classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov with questions about 
the implementation of the K-12 Louisiana Student Standards for Social 
Studies.

• Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions about the LEAP Social 
Studies assessment and transition timelines.

mailto:classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov
mailto:assessment@la.gov

