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By the end of this session, you should be able to: 

● determine how updated materials can accelerate 
learning for all students; and 

● identify which updates in ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2022) and 
ELA Guidebooks 9-12 (2020) can be applied to ELA 
Guidebooks 6-8 (2023).

Session Objectives
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Agenda

1. Overview of Guidebooks 6-8 (2018) Feedback

2. Supporting Diverse Learners with Core and Optional Activities

3. Embedded Writing Instruction and Assessments

4. Selection of Texts



ELA Guidebooks Evolution



● The Department received feedback from:

● 113 Educators 

● 24 School Systems 

● 55 Schools

● The majority of the feedback received from educators in the field revolved around the 
following three categories:

● Supporting diverse learners and flexibility 

● Embedded writing tasks and explicit writing instruction

● Text selection

6-8 Educator Feedback



The department received feedback 
on all of the current ELA 
Guidebooks units for grades 6-8 and 
the Hatchet unit received the most 
responses while the Conservation 
unit received the least responses. 

6-8 Educator Feedback



6-8 Educator Feedback

6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade

Hatchet The Giver Tell-Tale Heart

Steve Jobs Behind the Scenes Flowers for Algernon

Witch of Blackbird Pond Written in Bone Call of the Wild
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1. Overview of Guidebooks 6-8 (2018) Feedback

2. Supporting Diverse Learners with Core and Optional Activities

3. Embedded Writing Instruction and Assessments

4. Selection of Texts
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Feedback: Supporting Diverse Learners

“By the time you reach the CWT, the students have seen the information, worked with the evidence, and have 
charted what they need to complete this task successfully. They outline the CWT. It has student work with central 
idea, supporting idea, and breaking down the importance of picking out the BEST evidence to support the central 
idea. All of these concepts are the TOP areas my students struggle. This unit sets outs kids up for success and hits all 
the essential standards in an efficient manner.”

“Units should include more background knowledge tasks. For example, in The Giver, the "Let's Set the Context" 
videos are not sufficient in providing students enough knowledge. Activities that provide a more in depth 
explanation that might include current countries that practice Socialism, or Communism would really help them be 
able to understand the theme after completing the unit.”
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Personalized Learning

“Personalized learning in literacy education is an approach in which 
teaching and other learning experiences build on each student’s strengths, 

address each student’s needs, spur student motivation and agency, and 
help all students meet grade-level standards and, ultimately, achieve 

college and career readiness (pg 6).”

Liben, M., and Pimentel, S.
“Reading as Liberation—An Examination of the Research Base” 

Student Achievement Partners, 2021
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Supporting Diverse Learners: Core Activities

Core activities are required for a 
lesson and completed by all 
students. Core activities are 
indicated by a solid blue bubble. 

Birchbark House Lesson 1, Activity 2

https://louisianacurriculumhub.com/grade-5/d1/section-1/lesson-1/activity-2
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Supporting Diverse Learners: Optional Activities

Optional activities are not required and 
can be completed by the whole class, a 
small group, or individual students based 
on need.  These activities are indicated 
by a hollow blue bubble. 

Birchbark House Lesson 1, Activity 3

https://louisianacurriculumhub.com/grade-5/d1/section-1/lesson-1/activity-3
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Supporting Diverse Learners: Your Turn

Use the Jamboard link to give feedback for what types of core and optional 
activities can be included to accelerate learning for all learners in ELA Guidebooks 
6-8 (2018) revisions. Please use color-coded sticky notes for your grade level to 
answer the following questions:

● What types of core activity just–in-time supports can be incorporated to 
support all learners?

● What types of optional activities can be  incorporated to support all 
learners?

https://tinyurl.com/ELAGB6-8

https://louisianacurriculumhub.com/
https://louisianacurriculumhub.com/
https://tinyurl.com/ELAGB6-8
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Feedback: Embedded Writing Instruction and Assessments 

“The biggest change I would make would be writing opportunities. This unit does not have the depth that other 
units have.”

“Add step by step instruction to the student lessons to guide them in writing summaries, paragraphs, and 
essays.”

“My favorite part of the unit(s) is the Culminating Writing Task. I believe these tasks ask students to think 
critically, consider texts, and write an essay of their grade-level.”
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Embedded Writing Instruction and Assessments 

Evaluation Plans Include:

● Section Diagnostics

● Culminating Task Connections

● Culminating Task Prompt

● Culminating Task Rubric

● Culminating Task Exemplar

We will review the Things Fall Apart Evaluation 
Plan from the 10th grade unit, to get a better 
idea of the functions of this plan. 

https://ldoe-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/release/materials/10D3_UnitEP.pdf
https://ldoe-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/release/materials/10D3_UnitEP.pdf
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Shifts in Assessment

ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2022) and 9-12 (2020) units contain a coherent system of 

curriculum-embedded assessments. Each unit ends with a culminating task, which requires 

students to use the knowledge and skills they have developed throughout the unit. In the ELA 

Guidebooks units, assessment is accomplished through three instructional practices.
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Shifts in Assessments

Use the Jamboard link to give feedback in regards to embedded writing 
instruction and assessments for ELA Guidebooks 6-8 (2018) revisions. Please 
use color-coded sticky notes for your grade level to answer the following 
questions:

● What types of embedded assessments can be incorporated to monitor 
student understanding?

● What types of writing opportunities can be incorporated?

https://tinyurl.com/ELAGB6-8

https://tinyurl.com/ELAGB6-8
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Feedback: Selection of texts

Every year students struggle with comprehension of "Mindset for Achievement" and the poem "Failure." These 
two texts are very difficult for all level readers to comprehend and causes student's to disengage and feel 
defeated due to lack of comprehension of the text.

My favorite part of the unit is the book! The book itself (and the themes in it) are very interesting and inspiring. 
I like the lessons about how an author develops a character, and how those tie in narrative writing. I also like 
tying in real survival advice with "What Would Peter Do?"

Written in Bone- the lack of interest. It is simply not an interesting or very relevant read for 7th graders. I would 
love to see something more relatable for the informational text unit.
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Selection of Texts

 Review the text list for the Lesson 
Before Dying unit shown here and 
think about the following 
questions:

● What types of texts are 
included in this unit?

● How do the texts build 
students’ knowledge about a 
similar topic or theme?

Lesson Before Dying Text List

https://ldoe-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/release/materials/9D2_UnitTO.pdf
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ELA Guidebooks 6-8 (2018) Unit Texts 

All current ELA Guidebooks 6-8 (2018) unit texts can be found on the Louisiana Curriculum 
Hub under the text access folder. 

https://louisianacurriculumhub.com/
https://louisianacurriculumhub.com/
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Your Turn: Selection of texts

Use the Jamboard link to give feedback for what knowledge building, grade 
appropriate texts can be included for ELA Guidebooks 6-8 (2018) revisions. 
Please use color-coded sticky notes for your grade level to answer the following 
questions:

● Why type of texts would can be incorporated into revisions to Guidebooks’ 
units?

https://tinyurl.com/ELAGB6-8

https://tinyurl.com/ELAGB6-8
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Timeline

Fall 2023

Unit 
Revisions 

Begin

Full 
implementation 

of units

Unit 
Piloting 
Begins

Revised 
Units 

Released 
on the  

Louisiana 
Curriculum 

Hub

Fall 2024Spring 2023Fall  2022
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Feedback

Please complete the survey by June 10, 2023 to provide any additional 
feedback for consideration.

● https://tinyurl.com/GBELAsurvey 

https://tinyurl.com/GBELAsurvey
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Questions
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Contact ELA Guidebooks
elaguidebooks@la.gov 

mailto:elaguidebooks@la.gov

