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What do you think of when you hear the word “standards”?

Join the conversation to share your 
response at 

https://www.menti.com/m2hu2hjw2o. 

View live results. 

https://www.menti.com/m2hu2hjw2o
https://www.mentimeter.com/app/presentation/a40bae100309b12aee3e1ca1e66e1f22/2ea7f9add70a
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Brandy Morin
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Director of Academics
Louisiana Department of Education
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• ELDS Overview

• ELDS Creation and Revision Process

• Structure and Organization

• Explore the Standards

Session Agenda
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● Teachers?

● Site Directors?

● School leaders? 

● School system leaders?

● Community Network Lead Agency?

● Teacher Coaches? 

● CCR&R leaders?

Who’s in the room?



Louisiana’s Early Learning and
Development Standards (ELDS) Overview



Louisiana’s vision is that all children enter kindergarten ready for success in school and 
beyond. In order to reach this goal, every day all children, from infants through age five, 

need educators and caregivers that…



8

Role of the Early Learning and Development Standards

• Louisiana’s Early Learning and Development Standards (ELDS) provide a set of common, 
developmentally-appropriate expectations for what children typically know, understand, 
and are able to perform at different stages of early childhood. 

• These Standards are research-based, are comprehensive, 
and are written with the understanding that children 
reach developmental milestones at different times. 

• The ELDS provide age-appropriate goals for children’s 
learning and development that guide teachers, 
caregivers, and other early childhood professionals on 
what types of experiences and activities children should 
have during their earliest years. 
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Louisiana’s ELDS Design

● Recognize the importance of the early 
years as learning years

● Serve as a guide for appropriate 
curriculum development and selection

● Inform families about learning 
milestones

● Serve as a guide for creating quality 
learning environments and 
opportunities

● Promote optimal early learning 
trajectories into kindergarten 

● Serve as a curriculum in an early 
childhood program or other setting 

● Exclude children from a program, site, or 
activity

● Serve as an assessment for children, 
families, or programs
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Stakeholder ELDS Stakeholder Uses

Legislators & state 
administrators

To support policy and funding decisions that help children meet the state’s child 
development and early learning goals

Program administrators 
& educators

To align curricula, assessments, and professional development to ensure that the 
most important areas of child development and learning are being addressed

Professional 
development providers

To align professional development so early childhood professionals have the 
knowledge and skills to support children in meeting the state’s development and 
learning goals

Families 
& caregivers

To support an understanding of the progression of child development and learning 
of their own children

Community 
Partners

To provide common expectations and language for child development and learning 
across health, education, and other fields working with young children

ELDS Stakeholder Uses



The ELDS Revision Process
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Goals for ELDS revision included the following:

1. Make stronger connections to kindergarten readiness expectations and ensure a 
scaffolded alignment across age-bands.   

2. Ensure there is a stronger integration of language that supports young children 
with disabilities and dual language learners. 

3. Reorganize the framework and structure of standards and indicators to make the 
resource more navigable and user-friendly. 

4. Embed commonly used assessments with intentionality to increase alignment. 

5. Update the resources to reflect current research and the Department’s initiatives. 

Revision Goals
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Committee Structure and Selection

The Department coordinated the standards review process with the support of a standards 
review committee. 

• An application process was used for the ELDS Review Committee. The Department 
leveraged all of its communication channels to publicize the release of the application. 

• Members were selected based on knowledge and experience in early learning and 
development while ensuring that membership included representation from all regions of 
the state and expertise within all developmental age groups.

• Members of the standards committee included representation from school systems, Head 
Start/Early Head Start, child care, higher education, Louisiana Department of Health, and 
families of young children.
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How Were the ELDS Created?

The Department coordinated the standards review process with the support of a standards 
review committee. 

• The committee reviewed the current ELDS (2013), examined research, looked at other 
states’ Standards, and considered policy statements from state and national 
organizations.

• Committee members reviewed Louisiana’s current K-12 Standards to ensure 
alignment across age/developmental levels and domains.

• The committee researched Universal Design for Learning (UDL) guidelines to ensure 
the expectations were inclusive of children from a variety of circumstances and with 
differing levels of ability.



15

ELDS 2020-2021 Review Process Timeline

January 2021 Present review process plan to BESE
Release ELDS Review Committee application

February 2021 Announce ELDS Review Committee members

April 2021 - April 2022 Conducted 7 full group ELDS Review Committee meetings with 
smaller domain workgroup meetings in between

April 6, 2022 ELDS Review Committee endorsed drafted standards

April 11  - May 9, 2022 Public Comment/Feedback Process

May 2022 Revisions completed by LDOE

Summer 2022 BESE, Bulletin 136 Revision

Fall 2022 ELDS and supporting materials roll out 

2022-2023 LDOE provides training on the revised ELDS.



Structure and Organization
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Depicting the Age Continuum

The five age levels were selected because they represent developmentally significant periods 
in a young child’s life, however, it is important to note that young children’s development is 
often uneven and progresses at different rates.   



Organization of 
the Standards
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Organization

These five domains represent major areas of development and learning and define essential 
learning for school readiness and children’s long-term success. The domains are designed to 
be interdependent and include all areas of children’s learning and development.

LANGUAGE & EARLY LITERACY
DEVELOPMENT



Explore the Standards

Draft Link: 
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/elds-review-committee--

-draft-standards-05-05-22.pdf 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/elds-review-committee---draft-standards-05-05-22.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/elds-review-committee---draft-standards-05-05-22.pdf
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Guiding Questions While You Explore the Standards

• What are the biggest differences that you notice about the newly revised 
Standards when compared to our original ELDS?

• Is there something that is missing in the newly revised Standards?

• Is there something that you think should be changed?

• Make notes of what you notice and wonder about the revisions.

• Chart out the most important changes that you notated to share with the group.
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Approaches to Learning Standards

Strand Standard

Initiative & 
Curiosity

Children engage in multiple and varied play-based 
learning experiences.

Attention, 
Engagement, & 
Persistence

Children engage in activities and tasks with 
attention, focus, and persistence.

Problem Solving
Children demonstrate flexibility and creativity by 
using a variety of strategies to solve problems.
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Social and Emotional Development Standards

Strand Standard

Relationships with 
Adults

Children engage in and maintain positive 
relationships and interactions with adults.

Relationships with 
Children

Children engage in and maintain positive 
relationships and interactions with other children.

Self-Confidence
Children recognize themselves as unique individuals 
and express confidence in their own abilities.

Emotion Regulation
Children regulate their emotions and behavior and 
respond to the emotions of others.
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Language & Early Literacy Development

LANGUAGE & EARLY LITERACY
DEVELOPMENT
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Language Development

Strand Standard

Receptive 
Communication

Attend to, understand, and respond to verbal and 
non-verbal communication and language from 
others.

Expressive 
Communication

Communicate with others to express self.

Social & 
Conversational 
Rules

Use social and conversational rules when 
communicating with others.
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Early Literacy Development

Strand Standard

Alphabet 
Awareness

Children recognize and identify letters and make 
letter-sound connections.

Print Concepts
Children demonstrate knowledge of books and how print 
conveys meaning.

Emergent 
Writing

Children write and draw to express their ideas, using some 
letters and print conventions.

Phonological 
Awareness

Children demonstrate awareness that spoken language is 
composed of smaller segments of words and sounds.

Comprehension
Children show interest in and gain understanding from a 
variety of early literacy experiences.
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Cognitive Development & General Knowledge
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Mathematics Standards

Strand Standard

Knowledge of 
Numbers

Children demonstrate knowledge of numbers & the 
relationships between numbers & quantities.

Patterns and 
Operations

Children demonstrate knowledge of patterns and 
operations.

Measurement
Children measure objects by their various attributes 
and use differences in attributes to make 
comparisons.

Shapes & Spatial 
Relationships

Children identify shapes and their properties, and 
describe the positions of objects in space.
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Social Studies Standards

Strand Standard

Time & Place
Children demonstrate an awareness of time (past, 
present, and future) and place within the 
community.

Cultural Awareness
Children demonstrate an awareness of culture as it 
relates to self, family, and community.
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Science

Strand Standard

Scientific Inquiry

Children engage in scientific inquiry to explore 
observable phenomena (objects, materials, 
organisms, and events) in the physical and natural 
world.
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Creative Arts Standards

Strand Standard

Music & Movement
Children engage in multiple and varied music 
and movement experiences.

Visual Arts
Children engage in multiple and varied visual 
arts experiences.

Dramatic Play
Children engage in multiple and varied forms of 
dramatic play.
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Physical Development and Well-Being

Strand Standard

Gross Motor
Children demonstrate large muscle control and 
coordination.

Fine Motor
Children demonstrate small muscle control and 
coordination.

Healthy Behaviors
Children will demonstrate healthy and safe 
behaviors.
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Turn and talk with your neighbor . . .

• How do you think these changes will impact the teachers and children that you 
serve?

• What support do you think teachers will need with the changes, if any?

• How might you share the changes with other partners in your networks such as 
families and community stakeholders?



Questions?
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Survey

At the end of the day the Whova App will 
send out a survey on the sessions you 
attended. 

Please take a few minutes to complete the 
surveys. Let us know how we can improve.

Thank you!



Leslie Doyle
leslie.doyle@la.gov

Brandy Morin
brandy.morin@la.gov 

mailto:leslie.doyle@la.gov
mailto:brandy.morin@la.gov

