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2022 K-12 Louisiana Student Standards for Social Studies 

Introduction 

 
 
Dear Educators, 

 
I proudly present to you the Louisiana Student Standards for Social Studies. 

 
These standards resulted from a year of feedback, demonstrating why an engaged, informed citizenry is essential to protecting, 
sustaining, and improving upon our constitutional republic. The standards reflect the totality of the events that have made 
America an exceptional nation. 

 
As citizens, we have a duty to educate our students in civics, economics, geography, and history. These standards accomplish 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀΩǎ ǊƛŎƘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ōecome the greatest country in 
the history of the world. 

 
²ŜΩǊŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ CǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ŜƳōŜŘŘŜŘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ, 
our students deserve to better understand the state in which they live. 

 
The quest for freedom is a hallmark of the American story. From the signing of the Declaration of Independence, to the issuance of 
the Emancipation Proclamation, to the ratification of the 19th Amendment, the journey towards freedom has been one of struggle 
and sacrifice. 

 
We must, and we shall, teach our children the fragility of liberty. 

 
We must, and we shall, teach our students to appreciate the majesty of our country and their obligations as citizens to safeguard 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎΦ 

 
We must, and we shall, teach our students the triumphs of our nation and the immense magnitude of the sacrifices made by those 
who came before us. 

 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ wƻƴŀƭŘ wŜŀƎŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ άCǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜǇŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻōƭŜǎǘ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦέ L ōŜƭƛŜve these 
standards create a Freedom Framework for Louisiana educators to cultivate those aspirations every single day. 

 
I look forward to seeing these standards come to life in our classrooms and, ultimately, recognizing the influence they will have on 
the State of Louisiana and the United States of America. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Dr. Cade Brumley 
State Superintendent of Education 
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Introduction 

Development of K-12 Louisiana Student Standards for Social Studies 
 

Written and refined with input from Louisianans from across the state, the 2022 Louisiana Student Standards for Social 

Studies ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ŘƻƴŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ōȅ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎΣ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎΣ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

internal teams at the Louisiana Department of Education (the Department).  

 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƻ 

prepare them for life in our state, nation and world. The new standards create a sequence of content that is 

chronologically coherent, raises expectations for elementary students, balances the acquisition of disciplinary skills and 

content knowledge, and better integrates the historical perspectives of people from all backgrounds.  

 

The Louisiana Student Standards for Social Studies are (1) research and evidence based, (2) aligned with college and 

work expectations, (3) designed to be rigorous, and (4) organized so that content is chronologically coherent with each 

grade building upon the prior grade. 
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Introduction 

Social Studies Goals  
 

The Louisiana Student Standards for Social Studies were written with the goal of producing individuals who have (1) 

broad and deep knowledge of U.S. and world history, (2) a firm grasp and appreciation of the civic principles that 

underlie our system of government, (3) a solid understanding of fundamental economic principles and the ability to 

make wise financial decisions, and (4) proficiency in both physical and human geography. To achieve these goals 

students should build content knowledge through engagement with authentic primary and secondary sources and 

express well-reasoned and nuanced arguments about social studies topics. 

 

 

The Louisiana Student Standards for Social Studies reflect the understanding that building content knowledge and the 

acquisition of disciplinary skills and practices are intertwined and inseparable.  

 

 

The Louisiana Student Standards for Social Studies establish grade-level expectations for all students. Local school 

systems, schools, and teachers decide how to teach the standards and ensure that every student meets these 

expectations. 
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Introduction 

Reading the Standards  
 
Each grade level contains a theme or topic of study expressed in its title.  

¶ In kindergarten through third grade, standards are organized by core discipline (history, civics, economics, and 
geography).  

¶ In grades four through twelve, courses are organized by topic.  
 
Standards are organized numerically. 

¶ Disciplinary skills and practices are explicit and embedded in each grade level and course and should be 
integrated as students learn content throughout the year.  

¶ Content standards are organized into clusters. Each cluster contains a framing standard followed by a list of 
alphabetized supporting standards.  

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎ άǎǳŎƘ ŀǎΣέ άŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣέ ŀƴŘ άǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴέ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƭŀǊƛŦȅ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ 
and are not necessarily exhaustive.   
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Introduction 

Skills and Practices  
 

The table that follows illustrates the skills and practices related to evaluating primary and secondary sources and making 
claims. These skills and practices are organized into four grade bands: K-2, 3-5, 6-8 and 9-12.  
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Introduction 
 

K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

K-2.SP1. Describe differences between 
primary and secondary sources. 
 
 

3-5.SP1. Examine sources in order to: 
a. Distinguish between primary, 

secondary, and tertiary sources. 
b. Determine the origin, author's 

point of view, and intended 
audience. 

c. Understand and use content-
specific vocabulary and phrases. 

6-8.SP1. Examine sources in order to: 
a. Distinguish between primary, 

secondary, and tertiary sources. 
b. Determine the origin, author's 

point of view, intended 
audience, and reliability.  

c. Explain the meaning of words, 
phrases, and content-specific 
vocabulary. 

9-12.SP1. Examine sources in order to: 
a. Distinguish between primary, 

secondary, and tertiary sources. 
b. Determine the origin, author's 

point of view, intended audience, 
and reliability. 

c. Analyze the meaning of words, 
phrases, and content-specific 
vocabulary. 

K-2.SP2. Select and use appropriate 
evidence from primary and secondary 
sources to support claims. 
 
 

3-5.SP2. Use a variety of primary and 
secondary sources to: 

a. Analyze social studies content. 
b. Explain claims and evidence.  
c. Compare and contrast multiple 

sources. 

6-8.SP2. Use a variety of primary and 
secondary sources to:  

a. Analyze social studies content. 
b. Evaluate claims, counterclaims, 

and evidence. 
c. Compare and contrast multiple 

sources and accounts. 
d. Explain how the availability of 

sources affects historical 
interpretations. 

9-12.SP2. Use a variety of primary and 
secondary sources to: 

a. Analyze social studies content.  
b. Evaluate claims, counterclaims, 

and evidence. 
c. Compare and contrast multiple 

sources and accounts. 
d. Explain how the availability of 

sources affects historical 
interpretations. 

K-2.SP3. Construct and express claims 
that are supported with relevant 
evidence from primary and/or secondary 
sources, content knowledge, and clear 
reasoning. 
 
 

3-5.SP3. Construct and express claims 
that are supported with relevant 
evidence from primary and/or secondary 
sources, content knowledge, and clear 
reasoning in order to: 

a. Demonstrate an understanding 
of social studies content.  

b. Compare and contrast content 
and viewpoints. 

c. Explain causes and effects. 
d. Describe counterclaims.  

6-8.SP3. Construct and express claims 
that are supported with relevant 
evidence from primary and/or secondary 
sources, social studies content 
knowledge, and clear reasoning and 
explanations to: 

a. Demonstrate an understanding 
of social studies content.  

b. Compare and contrast content 
and viewpoints. 

c. Analyze causes and effects. 
d. Evaluate counterclaims. 

9-12.SP3. Construct and express claims 
that are supported with relevant 
evidence from primary and/or secondary 
sources, social studies content 
knowledge, and clear reasoning and 
explanations to: 

a. Demonstrate an understanding 
of social studies content.  

b. Compare and contrast content 
and viewpoints.  

c. Analyze causes and effects. 
d. Evaluate counterclaims. 
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Kindergarten 

 

K-2 

K-2.SP1.   Describe differences between primary and secondary sources. 

K-2.SP2.   Select and use appropriate evidence from primary and secondary sources to support claims. 

K-2.SP3.   Construct and express claims that are supported with relevant evidence from primary and/or secondary 
sources, content knowledge, and clear reasoning. 

 

 

KINDERGARTEN   Life in My Home, School, and Local Community 

 

Kindergarten students are introduced to the world beyond their family and home. Students will build upon experiences 

with their families, schools, communities, and parishes as they begin their study of the most fundamental principles and 

ƛŘŜŀǎ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΩ ŎƻǊŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜǎΥ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŎƛǾƛŎǎΣ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΦ 

HISTORY 

 K.1 Order events in a chronological sequence using schedules, calendars, and timelines. For example: 

a. Daily classroom activities 

b. {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎ 

 K.2 Differentiate between primary and secondary sources. For example: 

a. Primary sources: letters, diaries, autobiographies, speeches, interviews 

b. Secondary sources: magazine articles, textbooks, encyclopedia entries, biographies 

 K.3 Select and use appropriate evidence from primary and secondary sources to support claims. 

 K.4 Identify symbols, customs, famous individuals, and celebrations representative of our state and nation, 

including: 

a. Symbols: United States flag, bald eagle, Louisiana State flag, brown pelican 

b. /ǳǎǘƻƳǎΥ ǇƭŜŘƎƛƴƎ ŀƭƭŜƎƛŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŦƭŀƎΣ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǊ-{ǇŀƴƎƭŜŘ .ŀƴƴŜǊέ 

c. Individuals: George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

d. State and nationally designated holidays: bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ƻŦ aŀǊǘƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊ YƛƴƎΣ WǊΦΣ 

LƴŀǳƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ 5ŀȅΣ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŘƛ DǊŀǎΣ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 5ŀȅΣ WǳƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘΣ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ 5ŀȅΣ 

Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day 

 K.5 Identify examples of different cultures and traditions in Louisiana, including: 

a. Music: Cajun, jazz, zydeco 

b. Traditions: king cake, red beans and rice on Mondays 

c. Cuisine: jambalaya, gumbo, etouffee, bread pudding, meat pies, tamales 

 K.6 Identify a cause and effect for a significant event in a school, neighborhood, or parish. 




































































































