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The April Dunn Act

What is the April Dunn Act?
The April Dunn Act is a law named after a Baton Rouge local April Dunn.
Ms. Dunn was champion for students with disabilities.
The law allows students with disabilities, that are eligible for the April
Dunn Act, to earn a high school diploma by meeting graduation
requirements through individual performance criteria created by their
IEP team.
To understand April Dunn Act, we first have to understand what your
child must achieve to earn a Louisiana high school diploma.
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Graduation Requirements
in Louisiana

Graduation Pathways in Louisiana
Louisiana currently has two choices or pathways a student can take to
earn a diploma:
• The University Pathway
• The Jump Start Pathway
The University Pathway is a traditional high school pathway that prepares
your child to go to a 4-year college.
The Jump Start Pathway is a career pathway that prepares your child to
go to work and/or continue their education at a 2-year community
college.
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Graduation Pathways in Louisiana
The University Pathway requires a student to do the following to earn a
diploma:
•
•
•

earn a minimum of 24 Carnegie credits
score Approaching Basic or above on state assessments called the LEAP
2025 that are taken after certain courses
complete a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

After successful completion, your child will leave with a diploma, ready to
attend a 4 year college.
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Graduation Pathways in Louisiana
The Jump Start Pathway requires a student to do the following to earn a
diploma:
• earn a minimum of 23 Carnegie units
• score Approaching Basic or above on the state assessments called
LEAP 2025 taken after certain courses
• earn a credential or an Industry Based Certification (IBC)
• complete a FAFSA.
After successful completion, your child leaves with a diploma, an Industry
Based Certification, and ready to go to work or continue their education.
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April Dunn Act and The Graduation Pathways
When comparing the pathways, you see similar requirements including
the state assessments. This is a graduation requirement on both
pathways.
If your child is eligible for the April Dunn Act, the IEP team has the right
to develop individual performance criteria, or goals and objectives, for
your child to show they have mastered and understand the course
material, in lieu of achieving the state established benchmark on the
LEAP 2025 assessment.
Next, let’s take a look at how your child becomes eligible for the April
Dunn Act.
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Eligibility for the April Dunn Act

Who is Eligible for April Dunn Act?
Any student with a disability, as defined in R.S. 17:1942(B), except a student
identified as gifted and talented and who has no other exceptionality, should
be examined by IEP teams for eligibility for the April Dunn Act.
● In other words, any student with an Individualized Education Plan
(IEP), not an Individual Accommodation Plan (IAP)*, should be
examined for eligibility for the April Dunn Act.
● Also, if your child has an IEP and has been identified as gifted and
talented, they must have another exceptionality to be considered
for the April Dunn Act.
*IAPs are provided to students who receive 504 accommodations.
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How Your Child Becomes Eligible for April Dunn Act
The IEP team will determine April Dunn Act eligibility when your child
•

•

enters high school without achieving (does not pass) the state-established
benchmarks on the LEAP 2025 state assessment for two of the three most
recent school years, or
does not achieve (does not pass) the state-established benchmarks after two
attempts of the same LEAP 2025 high school assessment.
•

IEP teams should use this criteria for determining eligibility once the student
has taken at least one high school state assessment.
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When Should An IEP Team Exam Eligibility?
There are several critical times that your child should be examined for
eligibility for the April Dunn Act:
● upon entering high school
● after each high school state assessment, or LEAP 2025 Assessment.
At a minimum, your child’s IEP team should examine eligibility at these
points.
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Meet Emma and Malik
Let’s use two student examples
to understand how a student becomes
eligible for the
April Dunn Act!
Meet Emma and Malik!
Emma is entering the 9th grade.
Malik is currently a 10th grader.
Emma

Malik
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Determining Eligibility
We will start with Emma!
•
•

Emma is entering the 9th grade.
Her IEP team must determine if she is eligible for April
Dunn Act.

To be eligible for the April Dunn Act, Emma must
•

enter high school without having achieved the
state-established benchmarks on the LEAP 2025 state
assessment for two of the three most recent school years
(6th, 7th, and 8th).
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Determining Eligibility
To pass a LEAP 2025 state assessment in these grades,
Emma must score the following
● 6th and 7th grades - at least a Basic on at least two
of four assessments administered (ELA, Math,
Science, Social Studies).
● 8th grade - at least a combination of Basic (B) and
Approaching Basic (AB) in either ELA or Math. (For
example, your child would score AB on the ELA assessment
and B on the Math assessment or AB on the Math assessment
and B on the ELA assessment.)
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Determining Eligibility
In looking over the past test information, the IEP team finds
Emma scored the following:
• 6th Grade: Unsatisfactory on ELA, Basic on Math,
Approaching Basic on Science and Approaching Basic on
Social Studies (did not achieve score required by state)
• 7th Grade: Unsatisfactory on ELA, Approaching Basic on
Math, Basic on Science and Basic on Social Studies
(achieved score required by state)
• 8th Grade: Unsatisfactory on ELA and Approaching Basic
on Math (did not achieve score required by state)
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A Quick Review!
The IEP Team found Emma did not meet (did not pass)
the state required benchmarks on the LEAP 2025 State
Assessments in two of the three most recent years (6th
and 8th grades).

Emma is eligible for the April Dunn Act.

18

Determining Eligibility
Now let’s look at a Malik, a student that is entering the
10th grade.
•

Unlike Emma, Malik was NOT eligible for April Dunn Act
when he entered the 9th grade.

•

Since entering high school, Malik has taken at least one
LEAP 2025 state assessment.
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Graduation Pathways and Requirements
At the end of the 9th grade, Malik took a LEAP 2025
high school assessment. His IEP team checked him for
eligibility after these tests.
• At the end of the 9th grade, Malik took the LEAP
2025 Algebra I Assessment.
• The IEP team found that he scored “Unsatisfactory”
on this LEAP 2025 Algebra I Assessment.
• Malik took summer remediation.
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Graduation Pathways and Requirements
• After summer remediation, he again took the LEAP
2025 Algebra I Assessment. Again, he scored
Unsatisfactory.
• Because Malik did not achieve (did not pass) the
state-established benchmarks after two attempts of
the same LEAP 2025 high school assessment, he is
now eligible for the April Dunn Act.
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When Should An IEP Team Exam Eligibility?
From Emma and Malik, we see there are different times a student can be
examined for eligibility for the April Dunn Act.
Emma was examined upon entering high school, prior to the 9th grade.
• Malik was examined upon entering high school and found ineligible. Then, he
was examined again when he was in high school and took a state assessment.
•

At a minimum, your child’s IEP team should examine eligibility at these
points.
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Individual Performance Criteria

What are Individual Performance Criteria?
For a student with a disability, eligible for the April Dunn Act, the IEP team can
develop individual performance criteria, or goals and objectives, for the courses
your child is taking.
Individual performance criteria allow students to
• show mastery of course standards through an alternate means, and
• are expressed in goals and objectives on the IEP.
If your child achieves the goals and objectives, then, for the purposes of
graduation, they achieve the state assessment requirement for that course.
Note: Your child will still have to attempt all LEAP 2025 state assessments related
to the courses they take.
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What Individual Performance Criteria Does NOT Mean
The April Dunn Act does NOT give IEP teams the authority to compromise
the standards or requirements of any course!
IEP teams are expected to
develop individual performance criteria, or goals and objectives, that address
the entire course!
● maintain the rigor and expectations of academic achievement!
Your child must achieve the requirements of the course.
If you feel the IEP team has failed to create rigorous individual performance
criteria speak up!
●
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Developing and Applying Individual
Performance Criteria to Courses

Developing and Applying Individual Performance Criteria
The IEP team is responsible for developing and applying individual
performance criteria to certain courses your child will be taking
during the upcoming school year.
The following key people should be in attendance at the IEP meeting
•
•
•
•

an administrator
teacher of course wherein criteria are being applied
special education teacher/IEP holder
student/parent
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Developing and Applying Individual Performance Criteria
When creating individual performance criteria, or goals and objectives, IEP
team members should
• collaborate with all teachers to determine strategies and supports needed
for your child,
• write measurable goals that reflect the strategies and supports discussed
with the teachers,
• create goal-aligned objectives,
• ensure the individual performance criteria maintain rigorous learning
expectations, are aligned with the entire course, and
• develop the goals and objectives within the first 30 days of the student
entering the course.
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Developing and Applying Individual Performance Criteria
When choosing which course to apply the individual performance criteria,
IEP teams should
• identify your child’s strengths and weaknesses relative to their
disability, and
• review the data such as
•
•
•
•

state assessment scores
performance on student learning targets
course grades, and
scores on benchmark assessments.
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Developing and Applying Individual Performance Criteria
• review your child’s schedule/Individual Graduation Plan (IGP) to
determine the course(s) any LEAP 2025 subject assessment
requirements and/or IBC, and
• determine, on a course-by-course basis, if individual performance
criteria should be established/applied.
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Help Your Child Succeed

How to Help My Child Succeed
As a parent of a child with a disability, there are action steps you can take
to ensure:
● your child is examined for eligibility for the April Dunn Act, and
● the IEP team applies the provisions of the April Dunn Act in a timely
manner, while upholding rigorous and high expectations.
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Help Your Child Succeed - Action Step 1
Know when your child will/should be examined for eligibility for the
April Dunn Act!
Your child should be examined for eligibility for April Dunn Act
● upon entering the 9th grade, and
● in high school, after taking any LEAP 2025 state assessment.
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Help Your Child Succeed - Action Step 1
Be prepared to discuss your child’s eligibility for the April Dunn Act when
they are entering the 9th grade. (Like Emma)
If your child is not eligible upon entering high school, be prepared to
reexamine eligibility each time your child takes a high school state
assessment. (Like Malik)
If your child’s IEP team does not discuss the April Dunn Act, please ask
about the law and when your child will be examined for eligibility.
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Help Your Child Succeed - Action Step 2
Action Step 2: Know your child’s assessment scores!
Your child meets eligibility for the April Dunn Act when they
•
•

enter high school without achieving the state-established benchmarks on the
LEAP 2025 state assessment for two of the three most recent school years, or
do not achieve the state-established benchmarks after two attempts of the
same LEAP 2025 high school assessment.
• IEP teams use this criteria for determining eligibility once your child
has taken at least one high school state assessment.

35

Help Your Child Succeed - Action Step 2
Eligibility for the April Dunn Act is based on LEAP state assessment scores.
Knowing the scores your child makes on a LEAP 2025 state assessment
beginning in the 6th grade would be useful information to bring to an IEP
meeting for discussing eligibility for the April Dunn Act.
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Help Your Child Succeed - Action Step 3
Know when the April Dunn Act MUST be applied to your child’s
courses.
The law requires April Dunn Act to be applied to a course “...within the
first 30 days of a student entering the course.”
Note: It is EXTREMELY important that your child’s IEP team review eligibility
for the law and establish alternate means or goals and objectives prior to
the 30 day deadline!
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Help Your Child Succeed - Action Step 4
Review the individual performance criteria to ensure they maintain the
rigor and high expectations required of any other student.
The April Dunn Act does NOT give IEP teams the authority to compromise
the standards or requirements of any course!
IEP teams are expected to develop goals and objectives that
● address the entire course,
● maintain the rigor and expectations of academic achievement, and
● do NOT compromise the standards of the course!
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A Resource for You!

A Great Resource!
The Louisiana Department of Education has resources related to
the April Dunn Act available for your use.
“The April Dunn Act: An Alternate Means to Graduation for
Students with Disabilities” is a great resource.
The next several slides will direct you to the Students with
Disabilities Library, a library full of information, including the April
Dunn Act.
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Students with Disabilities Library
Navigating to the Students with Disabilities Library. From
Louisiana Believes website, click on Library.
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Students with Disabilities Library
Click on Category.
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Students with Disabilities Library
On the right side of the page, click on Students with
Disabilities (not Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities).
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Students with Disabilities Library
This is the Students with Disabilities Library.
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Students with Disabilities Library
If you scroll down the page, you will see the April Dunn
Act information.
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Questions, comments, or concerns?
Contact: specialeducation@la.gov
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