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•  Objec&ves	  

•  Purpose	  of	  Accountability	  

•  Louisiana’s	  Accountability	  System:	  
	  -‐	  Establish	  goals	  and	  report	  results	  for	  students	  and	  schools	  
	  -‐	  Differen&ate	  performance	  among	  schools	  and	  school	  systems	  

	  
•  2025	  Accountability	  Plan	  and	  Next	  Steps	  
	  
	  

Louisiana Believes 



Objectives 

3 

Long-‐term	  Objec<ve:	  	  Ensure	  Louisiana’s	  accountability	  system	  achieves	  its	  intended	  
purposes	  
	  
Today’s	  Objec<ve:	  	  Understand	  the	  process	  and	  &meline	  for	  the	  comple&on	  of	  Louisiana’s	  
2025	  accountability	  plan,	  per	  state	  and	  federal	  law	  

Louisiana Believes 
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Our Progress: Higher Expectations and 
Improved Comparability 
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AKer	  implemen&ng	  statewide	  LEAP	  assessments	  in	  1998	  and	  1999,	  Louisiana	  reported	  
elementary	  and	  middle	  school	  results	  for	  the	  first	  &me	  in	  2000	  using	  a	  star-‐ra&ng	  system.	  
	  
In	  2002,	  high	  school	  results	  were	  reported	  publicly	  for	  the	  first	  &me.	  
	  
In	  2011,	  Louisiana	  transi&oned	  to	  repor&ng	  using	  leRer	  grades,	  rather	  than	  stars.	  
	  
Throughout	  the	  past	  two	  decades,	  Louisiana	  has	  worked	  to	  increase	  expecta&ons	  for	  
students	  steadily	  through	  its	  accountability	  system	  including:	  
•  No	  longer	  awarding	  points	  for	  students	  below	  proficient	  
•  Simplifying	  the	  system	  in	  order	  to	  increase	  educator	  understanding	  and	  ac&on	  
•  The	  inclusion	  of	  addi&onal	  metrics	  (e.g.,	  strength	  of	  diploma	  gradua&on	  index)	  
	  
In	  the	  coming	  years,	  Louisiana	  will	  con&nue	  to	  raise	  expecta&ons	  so	  as	  to	  ensure	  that,	  by	  
2025,	  “A”	  schools	  average	  mastery	  of	  the	  content	  –	  a	  signal	  of	  true	  readiness.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  



Purpose of Accountability:  ESSA 
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The	  Every	  Student	  Succeeds	  Act	  (ESSA)	  is	  the	  federal	  law	  that	  regulates	  K-‐12	  educa&on	  
across	  the	  country.	  The	  stated	  purpose	  of	  ESSA	  is	  "to	  provide	  all	  children	  significant	  
opportunity	  to	  receive	  a	  fair,	  equitable,	  and	  high-‐quality	  educa&on,	  and	  to	  close	  
educa&onal	  achievement	  gaps.“	  
	  
ESSA	  requires	  the	  crea&on	  of	  statewide	  accountability	  systems	  that	  shall	  include:	  	  

•  Long-‐term	  goals	  and	  annual	  indicators	  of	  proficiency	  and	  growth	  toward	  those	  
goals	  

•  Annual	  meaningful	  differen&a&on	  of	  schools	  including	  iden&fica&on	  of	  schools	  
in	  need	  of	  improvement	  
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Louisiana	  law	  (R.S.	  17:10.1)	  established	  that	  the	  state	  and	  district	  accountability	  system	  
will:	  
•  Require	  and	  support	  student	  achievement	  in	  each	  public	  school;	  
•  Provide	  assurance	  to	  the	  ci&zens	  that	  the	  quality	  of	  educa&on	  in	  each	  public	  school	  

is	  monitored	  and	  maintained	  at	  levels	  essen&al	  for	  each	  student	  to	  receive	  a	  
minimum	  founda&on	  of	  educa&on;	  

•  Provide	  clear	  standards	  and	  expecta&ons	  for	  schools	  and	  school	  systems	  so	  that	  
assessment	  of	  their	  effec&veness	  will	  be	  understood;	  and	  

•  Provide	  informa&on	  that	  will	  assist	  schools	  and	  school	  systems	  in	  order	  that	  
energies	  and	  resources	  may	  be	  focused	  on	  student	  academic	  achievement.	  	  

	  	  
BESE	  Bulle<n	  111	  sets	  forth	  the	  specific	  regula&ons	  guiding	  implementa&on	  of	  state	  
and	  federal	  accountability	  requirements.	  
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Establish Goals and Report Results 



Higher Expectations and Improved 
Comparability 

10	  

• Grade	  4	  and	  8	  LEAP	  assessments	  designed	  to	  be	  as	  challenging	  as	  NAEP.	  However,	  results	  are	  not	  comparable	  
with	  other	  states.	  “Approaching	  Basic”	  (level	  2)	  and	  levels	  above	  earn	  schools	  	  
performance	  score	  points.	  

• Grade	  3,	  5,	  6,	  and	  7	  iLEAP	  assessments	  designed	  to	  be	  as	  challenging	  as	  NAEP.	  However,	  results	  are	  
not	  comparable	  with	  other	  states.	  

• Grades	  3-‐8	  and	  high	  school	  English	  language	  arts	  and	  math	  transi&onal	  assessments	  align	  to	  Louisiana’s	  new	  
standards.	  Only	  “Basic”	  and	  above	  earn	  school	  performance	  score	  points.	  High	  schools	  achieve	  comparability	  
through	  ACT	  11th	  grade	  assessment.	  

2015 

• Grades	  3-‐8	  English	  language	  arts	  and	  math	  exams	  fully	  aligned	  to	  Louisiana's	  standards.	  Results	  are	  significantly	  
comparable	  with	  other	  states	  for	  the	  first	  &me.	  Final	  year	  of	  transi&on	  policies.	  	  

2016 

• By	  2025	  schools	  earning	  ra&ngs	  of	  “A”	  will	  average	  “Mastery”	  performance	  rather	  than	  “Basic.”	  

1999 

2006 

2013 

Louisiana Believes 
2025 

• Louisiana	  Student	  Standards	  are	  reviewed	  and	  long-‐term	  assessments	  are	  implemented	  for	  ELA	  and	  math.	  	  

Louisiana	  has	  worked	  to	  increase	  expecta&ons	  for	  students	  steadily	  over	  the	  past	  two	  decades	  through	  
its	  accountability	  system.	  	  
	  	  
In	  the	  coming	  years,	  Louisiana	  will	  con&nue	  to	  raise	  expecta&ons	  so	  as	  to	  ensure	  that,	  by	  2025,	  “A”	  
schools	  average	  mastery	  of	  the	  content	  –	  a	  signal	  of	  true	  readiness.	  

2015 



Higher Expectations for Students 

Louisiana	  has	  worked	  to	  increase	  expecta&ons	  for	  students	  steadily	  over	  the	  past	  two	  decades	  
through	  its	  accountability	  system.	  	  

In	  the	  coming	  years,	  Louisiana	  will	  con&nue	  to	  raise	  expecta&ons	  so	  as	  to	  ensure	  that,	  by	  2025,	  “A”	  
schools	  average	  mastery	  of	  the	  content	  –	  a	  signal	  of	  true	  readiness.	  
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Growth Over Time:   
K-8 School Breakdown 
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From	  2013	  to	  2015,	  the	  statewide	  averages	  have	  progressed	  as	  follows	  for	  K-‐8	  schools:	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Louisiana Believes 



Growth Over Time:  
High School Breakdown 

13	  

From	  2013	  to	  2015,	  the	  statewide	  averages	  have	  progressed	  as	  follows	  for	  high	  schools:	  
	  
	  
	  

Louisiana Believes 



Growth Over Time:  
Combination School Breakdown 
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From	  2013	  to	  2015,	  the	  statewide	  averages	  have	  progressed	  as	  follows	  for	  combina&on	  
schools:	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Louisiana Believes 
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Performance	  Metric	  
Current	  	  

“A”	  School	  
Averages	  

Current	  State	  
Averages	  

“A”	  School	  
Averages	  by	  

2025	  
3-‐8	  Assessments:	  Mastery+	   50%	   27%	  

Accountability	  
Commission	  
must	  define	  

3-‐8	  Assessments:	  Basic+	   86%	   65%	  
DCAI:	  Students	  with	  6+	  credits	   92.5%	   83%	  
EOC:	  Good+	  	   79%	   62%	  
ACT:	  Students	  scoring	  18	  or	  above	   79.8%	   62%	  
ACT:	  Students	  scoring	  23	  or	  above	  	   41.4%	   24%	  
Gradua&on	  Rate:	  Average	   88.1%	   74.6%	  
AP:	  Students	  scoring	  3	  or	  above	  	   12.6%	   5.3%	  
Dual	  Enrollment:	  Average	  percentage	  of	  students	  
earning	  dual	  enrollment	  credits	   39.3%	   28%	  



Differentiate Performance 



2015 School Letter Grades 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

The	  distribu&on	  of	  school	  leRer	  grades	  remained	  steady	  over	  the	  last	  three	  years,	  as	  part	  
of	  BESE’s	  transi&on	  policy	  established	  in	  2013.	  	  
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2015 School Letter Grade Distribution 

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

**2013	  and	  2014	  distribu&on	  updated	  per	  Bulle&n	  111	  

	  	   Elementary	  &	  Middle	  
Schools	   Combina<on	  Schools	   High	  School	   Total	  

LeRer	  	   2013	   2014	   2015	   2013	   2014	   2015	   2013	   2014	   2015	   2013	   2014	   2015	  

A	   150	   202	   162	   19	   22	   24	   18	   17	   41	   187	   241	   227	  

B	   279	   255	   263	   57	   61	   66	   52	   51	   49	   388	   367	   378	  

C	   284	   254	   280	   56	   48	   47	   42	   47	   38	   382	   349	   365	  

D	   203	   203	   199	   24	   24	   14	   43	   41	   33	   270	   268	   246	  

F	   67	   64	   67	   29	   27	   27	   13	   13	   13	   109	   104	   107	  

T	   5	   4	   4	   1	   1	   -‐	   2	   1	   -‐	   8	   6	   4	  

U	   -‐	   -‐	   2	   -‐	   -‐	   1	   -‐	   -‐	   -‐	   -‐	   -‐	   3	  

Louisiana Believes 18 
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Phases of Our Work Together 
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Phase	  of	  Work	   Timeline	  

1	   Research	  and	  brainstorming	  	   Spring	  to	  Summer	  2016	  
	  

2	   Policy	  development	  re:	  	  
(a)  progress;	  
(b)  achieving	  2025	  goal;	  
(c)  opportuni&es	  within	  ESSA;	  and	  	  
(d)  other	  areas	  iden&fied	  as	  part	  of	  

Phase	  1	  

Fall	  2016	  
	  

3	   BESE	  approval	  of	  policies	   Early	  2017	  
	  

4	   Implementa&on	  of	  policy	  adjustments	   2017-‐2018	  school	  year	  
	  
NOTE:	  	  High	  school	  progress	  point	  
adjustment	  may	  need	  to	  occur	  in	  
2016-‐2017	  

Louisiana Believes 



Next Steps 
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Over	  the	  coming	  months,	  as	  part	  of	  the	  Research	  and	  Brainstorming	  phase,	  the	  
Department	  will	  engage	  stakeholders	  regarding	  Louisiana’s	  2025	  accountability	  plan	  
through	  individual,	  small	  group,	  and	  regional	  mee&ngs.	  
	  
Together,	  the	  Department,	  the	  Commission,	  and	  educa&on	  stakeholders	  will	  consider	  
where	  the	  current	  accountability	  system	  is	  or	  is	  not	  mee&ng	  its	  intended	  purposes	  so	  as	  to	  
inform	  Louisiana’s	  2025	  accountability	  plan.	  	  


